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Justlce Department
AddsInsut toInjury"
In Sohappy Case
"They're basically asking David

Sohappy to lick the böots of the peo-
ple who have been trampling on In-
dian Treaty rights." Tom Keefe, Jr.

David Sohappy, Sr. may be dying
in prison, and the Federal Bureau of
Prisons "seems eager to see it hap-
pen," according to his attorney Tom
Keefe, Jr. Imprisoned after being con-
victed of selling 317 salmon to a
federal and state undercover "sting"
operation on the Columbia River in
1981 and 1982, Sohappy has spent
the last sixteen months in custody.

"First they dragged him halfway
across the country to Sandstone, Min-
nesota, by way of California, Col-
orado, Oklahoma, Kansas and In-
diana," Keefe recalls, "taking away
his eagle prayer feather and subjec-
ting him to a series of humiliating strip
searches. They denied hm an eagle
feather that was sent to him at Sand-
stone, and let his blood sugar level go
through the roof on the institutional
diet. This man lived on salmon, roots
and wild berries before all this began,
and his health has been destroyed"

After being returned to Yakima
tribal custody in the early spring,
Sohappy, his son, and three other
tribal members convicted in the
"Salmonscam" were found "not guil-
ty" of all charges in tribal court, but
were returned to federal custody
under intense pressure from Justice

Black Hils Bill UpholdsTreatyRights
the Indians""The Black Hills is the Heart of our

home, and the Home of our heart"
- Mr.DavidBlueThunde,;

deceased Lakota elder.

Only 6 years later, this Treaty was
violated'when an expedition lèd by
Lieutenant Colonel George Amstrong
Custerdiscoveredgold in the Black
Hills. The gold rush, with its influx of
eager miners and settlers, came to
desecrate the Black Hills causing
great sadness and the destruction of

Department and BIA officials.
The fishermen were convicted

under the Lacey Amendments of 1981,
which were supposed to exempt and
even protect Indian fishing rights. How-
ever, the only people to be imprisoned
for so-called violations of the Lacey
Act have been Indians. David Sohap-
py and his people are guaranteed the
right to fish under the basic right to
practice their traditional religion which
revolves around the Salmon cycle.
The 1855 Yakima Treaty with the US.

The Paha Sapa (Black Hills) is
the sacred center of the Sioux Nation
(Oyate). The steller theology of the
Šioux řequires thern to make annual
pilgrimages to particular places
throughout the Black Hills, for wor-
ship and ceremonies. The Sioux way
of life reflects the fulfillment of unity

the SiouX way of life.
In 1876, Congress forced the

Sioux to relinquish the Black Hills and
settle on reservations by threatening
to cut off their meager rations, a situa-
tion the Sioux recal as "sell or starve"
Resisters suffered severe conse-
quences. Various massacres were
carried out by the United States Cal-
vary, such as the massacre of Big
Foot's band of defenseless men,
women and children at Wounded

with the universe.
The Sioux Nation has never vol-

untarily surrendered or agreed to ac-
cept anything of monetary value in
exchange for title to the Black Hills
or the right to practice their traditional

government affirms this right.
Five members of the U.S. Sen-

ate, including Senator Daniel Inouye,
Chairman of the Senate Comittee on
Indian Affairs, have publicly stated
their support for presidentíal com-
mutation of the balance of the

religion.
The 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty

stated in Article ll that, "The United
States agreed to 48 million acres'" in
what is now the Dakotas, Wyoming
and Montana "for the absolute, and
undisturbed use and occupation of

Knee, South Dakota in 1890.
Since that time, Congress has

continually passed various acts ap-
continued on page 10

sentences.
continued on page 2



David Sohappy
Continued from page 1

two words: "No Way:" After another
moment of thought he added, "It's the
government who should be apologiz-
ing to me. Better yet, let them send a
check to pay for all the fish they've
stolen from the Indians"

When David Sohappy, Sr. was
hospitalized in August, 1987 after suf-
fering twO strokes, supporters and
family hoped that federal officials
would see that he had been punished
enough and release him. Sohappy's
discharge summary from Spokane's
Deaconess Hospital contains the no-
tation "It is the medical staff's recom-
mendation that this patient be sent
home to be with his family and with
his congregation of the Feather Re-
ligion. There is therapy with this re-
ligion that he believes will help him
and is cerainly not contraindicated
medically...outpatient management
of this problemoutside of the prison
Would be more beneficial for this pa-
tient because of psychosocial, reli-

Family and supporters respond-
ed even more harshly. This plea bar-
gain is a disgrace," said David's wife
of over 40 years, Myra. They've got
nothing to plea bargain with, because
we Indians still have clear title to all
our land and water."

Tom Keefe stated that the gov-
ernment's offer was like "asking
David Sohappy to renounce every-
thing he has ever stood for– his
fishing rights, his Treaty rights and his
religion. Even if it costs him his life,
David Sohappy will never violate his
religion. The fact that the government
would even make this offer tells me
how little they understand about the
man they are so eager to destroy"
WHAT YOU CAN DO:

gious and therapeutic reasons!
An additional evaluation of David

Sohappy, Sr. conducted by a physi-
cian hired by the federal officials
brought a concurring opinion that he

David Sohappy with his wife and
son at Celilo Longhouse, 1985Please write President Ronald

Reagan asking that the sentences of
David Sohappy, Sr. and the other
"Salmon Scam' defendants be
commuted.

Write to Senator Daniel Inouye,
calling for an oversight hearings into
the Lacey Act Amendments and their
use against Indian fishing rights.

be given a medical furlough.
Instead, in early December, Bu-

reau of Prisons officials attempted to
move Sohappy to Terminal Island, Cal-
ifornia,toa prison hospital for further
medical evaluations." His attorney pur-
sued a federal judge in Spokane to
temporarily halt the transfer, and to
schedule a hearing before allowing
Sohappy to be taken from the state of
Washington. Despite medical testi-
mony indicating that the move would
further undermine David Sohappy's
failing health, and the testimony of
tribal officials indicating that the prac-
tice of Sohappy's Feather Religion
healing rituals would be denied by the
transfer, the judge refused to block the
transfer. Public outcry against the
transfer has temporarily halted the
Bureau's plans, but legally the transfer

The following statement on the
traditional "Feather Religion'" was
formally drafted and approved for
release by theYakimaTribe'sCultural

Committee on December 15, 1987.
David Sohappy is a religious leader
of the Feather Religion.

The "Feather Religion" had its
birth in the Yakima Indian Country,
having been given to the Indian peo-
ple by an Indian visionary whose
white man's name was Vake Hunt."
He was given the religion through a vi-
sion from the Creator and was in-
structed to share it with his people.
The rəligionisbaseduponnature

and its gifts to the Indian people. The
use of native foods such as salmon,
roots, berries and deer meat on a daily
basis areessential toa truebellever's
splritual and physlcal well-being.
Water, drums, Eagle feathers and
group partlclpation must occur in the

in home surroundings. To continue to
deprive him of the ability to receve this
care will do him great harm.

One's belief of the creativepoW-
ers of the Feathers Religion area key
to the restoration of health. Followers
believe they will be cured and theyare.
On the other hand, Feather Religion
followers believe that without the prac
tice of their belief and use of native
foods, they will become ill and pos-
sibly die. The effects of the Bureau of
Prisons policy of depriving David
Sohappy is obvious. This can onlybe
reversed by allowing hisparticipation,
in his native tongue and with his fellow
followers and healers, in tradlitional
Feather Religion services and

may be carried out at any time.
On December18,Senator Inouye

arranged a meeting with Senator Dan
Evans (R.-WA), White House Chief of
Staff Howard Baker and Attorney
General Ed Meese, in an attempt to
negotiate David Sohappy's release.
The result of the Justíce Depart-
ment's deliberations were bitterly
disappointing, as well as blatantly in-
sulting to David Sohappy and all he

religious ceremony.
Heallng, both spiritual andphys-

lcal, are the key Ingredients of this
rellglon. The followers of a group
possesss the ablty to heal. Many
people at the present time seek the
healing services of this rellgion, with
healing resuting in many cases. Con-
versely, many Yakima people who
have been deprived of this spiritual
healing process have shriveled and
died. This is what is occurring with
David Sohappy Without the practice
of his ralilgion and his native foods, he
İs withering. He must receive the heal
ing from his fellow followers as a con-
gregation in an ervironment conclu-
sive to feather religlon practlces. This
can only be properly provided to him

practices.
Also, it is the medical opinion of

Bursau of Prison's medical staff instands for. Spokane that:On December 24, in a call to the
Yakima Tribe, the Justice Department
offered David Sohappy, Sr. his
freedom, but at a price he could not
accept. The government offered to
reduce his sentence to "time served"
if he was willing to repent and apolo-
gize in writing for his ife-long fight on
behalf of traditional fishing rights. The
government "deal" would also require
him to walk out of prison leaving the
other fishing defendants, Including his
son David Sohappy, Jr, behind. David
Sohappy responded to this "offer" in

"It is the medical staff's recom-
mendation that this patient be sent
home to be with his tamily and with
congregation of the Feather Reli-
gion. There is therapy with his
religion that he believes will help
him and (which is) certainly not

contraindicatedmedically" Dr.
David Schaffer.

Accordingly, both Indian and
medical authorities agree, David
Sohappy desperately needs and de-
serves to be returned to his home.
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ALASKAALERT:No to 1991 Amendments
The International Indian Treaty

Council, in support of the traditional
Alaska Natives, has taken the position
that ANOCSA is a genocidal piece of
termination legislation, which violates
the sovereignty and self-determina-
tion of Alaska Native People. The ma-
jority of Alaska Natives were never.
given the opportunity to vote for or
against ANCSA. Many of the most
traditional peoples, especially those
who don't speak English, have never
been fully informed of the implica-
tions of ÁNCSA in terms of the ter-
mination of their traditional land,
hunting and fishing rights.

tives in place of their traditional land
rights can be sold on the open mar-
ket. The'"1991 Amendments" current-
ly before Congress made additional
provisions for stock transfers and re-
instate the children born after 1971, ex-
cluded from the original "settlement"
as corporate shareholders. However,
these 1991 Amendments'" do
nothing to change the basic terms of
ANCSĀ, which consolidates decision-
making power over Alaska's lands,
resources and future generations in
the hands ofpro-development,profit-

s"Their laws weremade to satisty
one function-genocide. That'sexact-
ly what the '1991 Amendments' are
another form of genocide.'" making corporations.
Raymond Neakok, nupiat Nation.
In November,1987,thelatestver-

sion of the 1991 Amendments" was
passed by the U.S. Senate after
Alaska Senator Ted Stevens lied to
the press and his fellow Senators, telI-
ing them that there was "no dissen-
tion'" among Alaska's Native Peoples
Over these latest amendments to the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act

Another well-known Native spokes-
person, Raymond Neakok of the Inu-
piat (Eskimo) Village of Utkeavik (Bar-
row) in northern Alaska, recently
agreed people should be asked to op-
pose the 1991 Amendments" to
ANCSA. He told Treaty Council News,
"ANCSA was passed without the con-
sent of the owners of the land. Our
peoplewere against it" RaymondNe-
akok, who has been active in assert-
ing his Nation's sovereign rights since
1966, stated that. the Inupiat people
"objected to the creation of the Cor-
porations. We are not the product or
the property of the white man. It's their
way of stealing to put us under their
regulations without our consent, to
change our food, diet and our way of
life without our consent, to take what-
ever they want without our consent.!"

Raymond Neakok maintains that
"ANCSA came alive in 1968 when
they found oil on the North Slope" his
people's traditional lands. He says,

l continuedonpage14

Likewise, the current "1991
Amendments" to ANCSAwere never
taken to the people in the villages,
many of whom see the amendments
as an attempt to finalize the provi-
sions of ANČSA Without fundamen-
tally changing the nature of this Act,

In' the words of one pro-sOver-
eignty activist fróm south-central
Alaska, Mary Ann Mills, of the Atha-
bascan Kenaitze Tribe, "'ANCSA was
not done legally because there was
no vote by the Tribal Members" She
says, "if you vote for the 1991 Amend-
ments; if they go through, this will
mean implied consent to the destruc-
tion of our traditional way of life here
in Alaska" Mary Ann Mils concludes
that, "the U.S. Čongress or any other
foreign government has no business,
no right legislating away our way of
life, without our consent'"

of 1971 (ANCSA).
In fact, opposition to the "1991

Amendments and to ANCSA itself
runs deep among traditional Alaskan
Natives. They reject the imposition of
the ANCSA-created Corporations on
their Traditional Tribal Structures, giv-
ing free reign to oil companies and
other resource developers intent on
exploiting Alaska's rich natural
resources.

Another blow to traditional Alas-
kan Native Peoples came on Decem-
ber 22, when the House of Represen-
tatives voted to pass the "1991

Under the original terms of
ANCSA, 1991 is the year when cor-
poration stock issued to Alaskan Na-Amendments"

BIG MOUNTAN: HardTimes on theLand -Upcoming Battle in the Courts
"Our way of life is our rəligion,

and our teaching. If we are relocated
by force, we will all die slowiy. The
people would not be in balance with
Mother Earth and Father Sky and the
spiritual people. In every way, here we
are conñected to the land. We belong

tion prohitbits them from repairing
their hogans. The government policy
of "relocation or starvation'" through
livestock reduction and unilateral
stock auctions continues to threaten
the way of life and principle food.
source of the traditional people.

tion in mid-winter is an example of the
continual harassment imposed upon
the people, with the goal of wearing
down their resistance. And so the gov-
ernmental campaign of intimidation
continues.
1 In the name of "surveys" and

"social work programs" relocation
agents are out on the land pressur-
ing families to sign up for relocation
to theuranium-contaminated"New
Lands" In addition, various letters
and notices from the Relocation Com-
mission, the BIA, the Navajo Tribal
Council and the Hopi TribalCouncil
have been sent this fall to resisting
families. Some letters tell them they
are no longer "eligible'" to graze their
livestock on cerain "range units'"
Others have threatened the demoli-
tion of structures used by the
resistance to organize and protěct the
people suchas the SovereignDineh
Nation camp, Camp Anna Mae, and
the new round house at Mosquito
Springs. Some of the threatened

continued on page 12

here." For example, on December 1,
1987, the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Hopi Agency in Keams Canyon sent
the following notice to a long-time re-
sister and Dineh elder:

- MaryT.Begay,Navajoelder
Once again the winter months

have cometo the people of Big Moun-
tain and the many communities that
are affected by P.L. 93-531. Despite
the hard times winter brings, the
resistance to relocation is "well and
alive'" in the recent words of one
young Dineh woman, and reports
trom the land state that the families
remaining on HPL stand strong in

"Dear (name withheld)
On 10/28/87, employees of the Hopi
Agency Bureau of Indian Affairs
observed3 horses grazing in Range
UnitXX, Hopi Partitloned Lands (HPL).
Accordling to our records and orNavajo
brand book, this brand Is registered in
your name. These animals are on the
above described land without proper
authorization and are in trespass. If
these liv9stock are not removƏd from
the HPL within five (5) days from the
date of recelpt of this notice, they are
subject to Impoundment."

their resistance to forced removal.
As in winters past, the Elders and

their families are in need of food and
other provisions in the face of cold
weather and the restrictions placed
upon their self-sufficiency by the
terms of the relocation act. For in-
stance, the moratorium on construc- This threat of livestock confisca-
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NO-GO: Indian Freedom of Religion ReachesSupreme Court
"The GO Road represents an in-

trusion into the area that is the source
of medicine and power essential for
thesplrituallife ofOur Peoplean in-
trusion into the livingenvironnmentof
the Spirit People.'"- Chris Peters,

on March 14, 1983 in the U.S. District
Court. The central issue was the com-
pletion of a 6.5-mile section of paved
road through the Chimney Rock area
of the High Country. Judge Weigle,
who presided, decided on behalř of
the Indians, and upheld their freedom
of religion under the First Amend-
ment. He stated that "the evidence
established that the construction of
the Chimney Road section and/or im-
plementation of the management
plan would seriously impair the Indian
plaintiffs' use of the High Country for
religious practices."

when the Indians have shown that
the area is indispensible to their
religious practices, and that the
proposed actions would seriously
interfere with or- impair those re-
ligious practices, and that the goy-

Yurok-Karuk. ernment has failed to show an over-
riding interest.On November 30, 1987, prelimi-

nary arguments on the "G-O Road"
case, inwhich Indian freedom of reli-
gion stands against the interests of
resource developers, were presented
before the U.S. 'Supreme Court. As
the first case of Indian freedom of
religion to reach the U.S. Supreme

Chris Peters wants to stress that
the G-O Road case does not only
affect northern California Indians,
but is significant for all Indian People
within the U.S. "In addition to being
the first case of Indian freedom of
religion to ever reach the Supreme
Court," he says "it is the first time
that the courts have recognized that
Indian religions are tied to a land
base.'"

In this landmarkdecision,JudgėCourt, the G-O Road case is å land-
mark that will affect the ongoing
struggles of Indians all over the coun-
try who are fighting to protect their

Weigle decided further that the area
considered sacred and used by the In-
dians encompassed an entire region
rather than just a group of specific
sites. He concluded that the religious
use of the High Country was "central
and indispensible" to the Indian re-
spondents' religion, and that it there-
fore must remian in a pristine, un-
violated condition. Another significant
aspect of Judge Weigle's decision was
that American Indian religions do not
have to be comprehensible or accessi-
ble to non-Indians to merit protection

sacred and ceremonial lands. Chris Peters recognizes that tak-
At issue is approximately 31,000

acres of wilderness lands in the High
Country of northern California, an
area which is sacred to the Yurok,
Karuk and Tolowa Indian Nations.
Chris Peters, a Yurok-Karuk and one
of the original plaintiffs in the G-O
Road case, explains the religious
significance of the High Country in

ing issues of Indian religion to court
presents many problems and con-
tradictions: "Many of our strongest
people didn't want to participatein the
case because they didn't want to
have to explain their religion in court.
This was something that we never did
before - talkaboutourceremonies
and sacred sites to outsiders, but we
decided to go ahead in order to save
our sacred areas from destruction. It's
definitely a contradiction for us as In-
dian people."

this way: under the First Amendment."When the Spirit People (Woga)
who lived on this earth before the
human beings were put here left
this place, they left many instruc-
tions for the human beings who
would live here. Some of the Woga
decided to stay here, to help the
human beings. They took the form
of the certain rocks in the High
Country, and that is where they still
live today. The spiritual power that
gives our cerəmonies their purpose
comes from the High Country. This
is where we establish our spritual
reunification, and where our medi-
cine men and women get the pow-
er to conduct ceremonies which
remake the world, destroy evil and

The Forest Service immediately
filed an appeal. While the case was
pending, the U.S. Congress passed
the California Wilderness Act (PL.
98-425-1984), creating the Siskiyou
Wilderness. This act permanently set
aside most of the Blue Creek Planning
Unit Area, including the High Country,
as wilderness, but exempted a 1200-
foot-wide corridor for the G-O Road.

The Supreme Court's decision
on whether to hear the case will come
sometime next spring. Whatever the
decision, Chris Peters and the other
members of the "NO GO FUND" will
continue to protect their sacred High
Country. "It's an area that has been
sanctified by powers much stronger
than the Supreme Court" he says.
"Whatever their decision, the land is
still sacred!"
WHAT YOU CAN DO:

In June 1985, the Court of Ap-
peals issued a judgment affirming the
decision of the District Court. The For-
est Service petitioned for a rehearing
which was granted in July 1986. Once
again, the Čourt upheld the religious
freedom of the Yurok, Karuk and To-
lowa Peoples, stating that "There is
abundant evidence that the unitary
pristine nature of the High Country is

The NO GO FUND organizers
are asking supporters to write thei
Congressional Representatives, re-
questing an amendment to the Cali-
fornia Wilderness Act of 1984, speci-
fying that the corridor left for the G-O
Road be closed. This would make a
Supreme Court decision unnecessary.

heal the people."
The conflict over the G-O Road

began in October 1976 when the U.S.
Forest Service announced its Blue
Creek Management Plan affecting
the High Country wilderness lands of
northern California. The plan includ-
ed the construction of about 200 miles
of roadway, and the harvest of 116
million board feet of lumber each
decade, for the next eighty years. In
addition, the plan called for comple-
tion of a road between the towns of
Orleans and Gasquet, to make ac-
cess to irgin timber areas easier and
facilitate hauling of cut timber. The
proposed Gasquet-Orleans (or G-O)
Road would cut directly between
Chimney Rock and Doctor Rock, the
heart of the High Country's most

essential for the religious use"
On December 19, 1986, the Se-

cretary of Agriculture, on behalf of the
U.S. Forest Service, filed a'petition
with the U.S. Supreme Court to hear
the G-O Road Case (Richard E. Lyng,
Secretary of Agriculture, et. al. vs.
Northwest Indian Cemetery Protec-
tion Association, et. al.). Ať the pre-
liminary hearing on November 30 the
following question was presented

They are also requesting that
supporters of Indian Freedom of Re-
ligion write to their elected represen-
tatives, requesting that the Indian
Freedom of Religion Act of 1978 be
made stronger. At the present time,
the IFORA permits access to sacred
sites for Indian People, but does not
mandate that these areas be pro-
tected from intrusion, desecration or
destruction.

before the court:
"Whether the construction of a
6-mile section of road throughan
area of land on the Six Rivers Na-
tional Forest and the logging of
that same area impermissibly in-
fringes upon the right of the Yurok,
Karuk and Tolowa Indians to freely
exercise their traditlonal rellgion
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, or to
make a contribution, contact:
The NO GO FÙND
PO. Box 240
Eureka, CA 95502
(707) 445-8369

sacred ceremonial sites.
The G-O Road case was heard



NDIAN PEOPLEBEWARE: Toxic Waste
eDisposal TargetsIndianLands

Oklahoma Indians
Continue Fight

Against Kerr-McGee
ORACLEA

I wouldliketo telTribalgovern-
ments who are considering toxic
waste dumps or incinerators to take
as long as you can to make this deci-
sion. Here at Oneida we say that you
have to make decisions based on the
next seven generations. If the ground
water gets polluted, that's sure going
to effect the next seven generations.
Jobs and economic development are
important, I know. But, there are alot
of other ways to do it that are much
safer to the People and the Environ-

to pay far more to open waste dis-
posal facilities on off-reservation sites,
if they could obtain permits at all.
Non-Indian communities all over the
country are staging major protests
against such sites as the long-term
health and environmental impacts of
toxic waste burial and incineration
become better known. And in at least
one case, a Southern California waste
hauler persuaded Colorado River
Tribes to accept wastes in a landfilI
which would have been considered
hazardous in California, but were
classified as non-hazardous under
less stringent federal rules applied on

MERICANS

ment in the long run."
Lloyd Powless

Councilman, Oneida Tribal
Business Council Indian lands.

The sums of money offered to
Tribes may seem large by reservation
standards, but they present a real
savings to the waste disposers them-
selves. For example, the Orange
County STEEL SALVAGE INC. of
Fullerton, California is actively pursu-
ing a San Diego County Tribe, offer-
ing them $500,000 to accept 50,000
tons of PCB contaminated wastes.
According to a September 26 article
in the LoS Angeles Times, the owner
has been given a $25 million cleanup
bill, which would result in bankrupt-
cy for the company if the reservation

In one year alone, 1983, United
States industries produced more than
600 billion pounds of toxic wastes.
Disposing of these by-products of in-
dustrial society is posing a serious
problem as the amount of wastes in-

In recent months, the Ker-MoGee
Sequoyah Uranium Hexaflouride pro-
cessing facility at Gore, Oklahoma
has stepped up its production of "di-
lute amonium niträte fertilizer" (for-
merly known as raffinate), a direct by-
product of the refinement of uranium
i"yellowcake'" ore. As a convenient
means of disposing of radioactive
wastes and by-products, "dilute amon-
ium nitrate" has been in development

crease each year.
In what seems to be a rapidly

growing trend, companies disposing
of toxic and city wastes are consider-
ing Indian lands in their search for
disposal sites. Hoping to take advan-
tage of the poverty-level reservation
economies and the freedom from fed-
eral environmental protection restric-
tions, corporations such as WASTE
MANAGEMENT IN., CHEM-WASTE
and WASTE-TECH SERVICES are of-
fering up to $10 million a year to tribal
councils around the country to accept

since the mid-1970's. alternative does not work out.
This so-called "fertilizer" is cur-

rently being used in fields owned by
Kerr-McGee in the Eastern Oklahoma
counties of Muskogee, Haskell and
Sequoyah according to Jessie Deer-
In-Water, a co-founder of Native Amer-
icans for a Clean Environment
(NACE). A total of 15 million gallons
was spread over approximately 15,000

But the long-term health and en-
vironmental effects may not be mea-
surable in terms of dollars and cents.
Greenpeace has conducted a major
investigation into the effects of toxic
waste disposal, incineration in par-

continued on page 13
disposal sites on reservation land.

However, these firms would have

acres in the last year alone. Cancer-CausingDrugGiven To Indian Women
Kerr-McGee has given away hay

grown in these fields (the Navajo Tribe
accepted some last March). Śeveral
sources report that it is now being sold
commercially, as are cattle raised on

Although patients must sign a
consent form indicating they were in-
formed of the potential side-effects,
alternatives, and Depo-Provera's
unapproved FDAstatus, the Congres-
sional investigation revealed inade-
quate consent forms, recordkeeping
and protocol on the part of the IHS.
In addition, more than half of the In-
dian women given the drug were
classified as "developmentaly dis-
abled" or mentally retarded, and
were therefore unable to participate
in the process of informed consent.

The Center for Constitutional
Rights in New York City is interested
in initiating a lawsuit against the IHS
for its use of Depo-Provera on lndian
women. They are looking for a plain-
tiff. If you or someone you know has
been given Depo-Provera by the IHS,
and are interested in participating in
such a lawsuit, please contact Sarita
Rios at the Center for Constitutional
Rights at (212)614-6464, or write to her
clo Center för Constitutional Rights,
665 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.

In August 1987, the Indian Health
Service admitted to a U.S. House of
Representatives Subcommittee that
IHS physicians prescribed Depo-Pro-
vera for use as a contraceptive to at
least 35 Native American women,
primarily in the states of Arizona,
Oregon and Alaska. Depo-Provera
has never been approved by the FDA
for use as a contraceptive because
studies show that it causes cancer in
animals. In addition, Depo-Provera
has been shown to have other serious
side-effects, including severe depres-
sion, loss of hair, and dramatic
changes in the moon (menstrual)
cycle.

this contamínated hay.
Kerr-McGee's "fertilizer" project,

including hay and cattle production
and commercial sales of the "fer-
tilizer" itself, was licensed by the
Oklahoma State Department of Agri-
culture in August, 1986. The license
was granted despite local outcry
against this and numerous other acts
of environmental contamination by
Kerr-McGee's Sequoyah Facility, in-
cluding ongoing leaking of radioac-
tive wastes into the Arkansas River.
NACE was organized in 1985 by mem-
bers of the local Indian communities.
The organization has been instru-
mental in bringing to public atention
Kerr-McGee's history of blatant disre-
gard for the health and safety of local

Norma Swenson of the Boston
Women's Health Collective testified to
the House Subcommittee that women
who have taken Depo-Provera can re-
main infertile for up to one year after
its use is discontinued. In fact, "many
women have become permanently
sterile following use of the drug" she
testified.

residents and its own employees.
Jessie Deer-In-Water, has care-

fully researched the environmental
continued on page 14
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3 GovernmentPlans to Legislate Economic
Explottation ofIndianLands

with minerals management and block
grants (transferring most federal re-
sponsibilities to either tribes or to
private businesses); 6) placing the
Treasury Department in å role of pri-
mary financial overseer of Indian eco-

d'Alene in ldaho."These things, put together, form
a frightening picture...the motivation
to disseminate this information is
simply a matter of Truth. Whateveryou
may be able to do to inform all Natíons
through your Organization of this im-
pending legislation is understood to
take greater and greater courage...no

H. Neal A. McCaleb: Chickasaw;
Owner of an architectural and en-
gineering firm, McCaleb and Asso-
ciates, in Edmond, Oklahoma.
Member of the Young Men's Chris-
tian Association and served four
years in Oklahoma State Legisla-
ture as Republican floor leader in

nomic development.
The Commission is straightfor-

ward that its goal is the complete
social "transformation'" of reservation
life, in that Indian "politics" and
culture are to be isolated from eco-
nomic decisions. Furthermore, the
policy promises jobs only as a side ef-
fect, specifically warning against
anything other than profit-based

more needs to be said'"
the House of Representatives.-Susun Green

Hopi Epicentre for
International Outreach

I. Walter B. McCay; Cherokee; An
international entrepreneur, heads
Agricultural Products, Ltd., and
serves as an advanceman forUnder the guise of "economic

selfsufficiency:" the Reaganadmin-
istration is carrying out a campaign
to assimilate Indian Country into the
U.S. economy. The Reagan Indian
Policy foresees Indian reservations
playing a role identical to that of other
ithird world" nations,whosecheap
labor pool and natural resources are
used to fuel the growth of the U.S.

President Reagan.
•(Both the Heritage and Mountain
States Legal Foundations are crea-
tions of Denver milionaire Joseph
Coors, with an aggressive agenda of
"free enterprise"national security'"
and "energy independence." Both
Coors and these "foundations'" have
a common interest in hastening the
exploitation of minerals and energy
resources in the West, a substantial
proportion of which lie under Indian

decisions.
While Reagan's BIA pursues the

Commission's recommendations ag-
gressively, Congress has introduced
more than a dozen bills implementing
its policies. The three most significant
bills are the "Indian Development
Finance Corporation Act" (S. 721), in-
troduced by Senator Daniel Inouye
(D-HI), Chair of the Senate Select
Committee on Indian Affairs, and the
"Indian Economic DevelopmentAct"
(H.R. 1759 and S. 788), introduced in
the House and Senate byRepresen-
tative Morris Udall and Senator John
McCain, respectively, both ofArizona.

Udall's and McCain's billsestab-
lish Indian Enterprise Zones in which
private corporations would be provid-
ed shelters from federal and tribal
regulations, and at the same time pro-
vided substantial tax write-offs of
payroll and capital expenditures. The
tribes would also have to commit to
protecting the businesses from tribal

economy.
This plan was unveiled in 1983

and blueprinted in 1984 in a report by
The President's Commission on Re-
servation Economies. This Commis-
sion was created by President Rea-
gan in 1983 (Executive Order 12401)
in order to "identify obstacles to In-
dian reservation economic develop-
ment and to promote the develop-
ment of a healthy private sector on In-

lands.)
These appointed Commission-

ers offered a list of 37 recommenda-
tions which have resulted in major
pieces of legislation currently pro-
posed before Congress. Key ele-
ments of the Commission's recom-
mendations include 1) designation of
Indian lands as "Indian Enterprise
Zones" which are economic free-fire
Zones, exempted from environmental
and other regulatory "obstacles," in-
cluding labor laws;2) elimination of
the BIÃ due to its "interference'" with
business; 3) restructure of Indian

dian reservations.'"
The nine Commissioners that

Reagan appointed include:
A. Robert Robertson: Co-Chairman;

Vice-President, Occidental Interna-
tional Petroleum Corporation
(largest private owner of coal shale
on the Colorado plateau). courts, taxes and politics.governmentstoeliminate intrusionofB. Ross Swimmer: Co-Chairman.
Cherokee: Vice Chairman of the
Council of Enery Resource Tribes
(CERT). Curreitly head of BIA
(Assistant Secretary of the Interior).

C. Daniel Alex: Athäbascan; Presi-
dent of Eklutna Village Corpora-
tion, Inc. and ERC0, Inc.; Presi-
dent of the Alaska Native Land
Managers Association; prime
mover in the Alaska Native Claims

Indian "politics" into economic devel-
opment; 4) elimination of 'sovereign
immunity defense used by tribes
against suits by business; 5) řeplace-
ment of federal trust" responsibility

Inouye's bil, S. 721, was in-
troduced with a stated purpose of
bringing to Indian lands the same
"benefits" which have been visited
upon other ThirdWNorld'"underdevel-

continued on page 13

Settlement Act (ANCSA).
D. Ted Bryant: Cherokee/Choctaw;

President of the American Indian
National Republican Federation.

E. Dr. Manuel H. Johnson: Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury for Eco-
nomic Policy; Adjunct Scholar with
the Heritage Foundation.

F. B.Z. "Bud" Kastler: Anattorney
serving as Chairman of the Board
of one of the state of Utah's major
fuel suppliers and its subsidiary
companies. Board Member of
Mountain States Legal Founda-
tion founderofWesternRegional
Council.

G. David J. Matheson: Coeur d'A-
lene; Tribal Chairman of the Coeur

6



"One Heart,OneMind,OneSpirtt" -Unting thePeopleof thePaciflc
RESOLUTIONSThe 5th Nuclear Free and Inde-

pendent Pacific Conference was held
in Manila, Philippines, from Novem-
ber 5-15, 1987, "For the advancement
of the Pacific Peoples struggles for

of lands, waters, food sources, and
communities by all phases of the
nuclear chain. The beginning of this
chain was recognized as the uranium
mining in Turtle lsland and Australia.

Kanaky
•Recognition of the inalienable right
of the Kanaky People to self-deter-
mination and independence.

self-determinationand peace" Also emphasized in the discus- Condemnation for the actions of
France against the just struggle for
national sovereignty by: miltariza-
tion of Kanaky; judícial and police
repression; massive immigration to
Kanaky by the French in order to
outnumber the Indigenous Kanaky

Founded in 1975, the NFIP en-
compasses the struggles of alI
Peoples who share the Pacific Ocean

sion were the needs to focus on alter-
native economic development, main-
tain respect for the human rights of all
peoples within our homeladns, work to
combat the effects of exploitation and
oppression in our communities, and re-
cognize as priorities the independence
struggles of Kanaky, Tahiti-Polynesia,

as their source of life.
Representatives of twenty-five

countries and numerous Pacific sup-
port organizations attended to share
information and strategies on issues
of common concern. These included:
the assertion of the sovereign rights
of Indigenous Nations; nuclear con
tamination of homelands andwaters

People.
•Encouragement of the South Pacific
Forum, the Non-Aligned Movement
and the Committee of Decoloniza-
tion (United Nations) to continue
with their position of support for the

Mest Papuaand East Timor
ZAS aresultot,theworkofthein

digenous Caucus,) the NFIP con
ference unanimouslyendorsedarniIn

ernational,SolidarityConferençeof
Ihdigenous.Péoples to beheld.in the
last quarterof1988, inAustralia,to
Coincide with,the year-longprotestS
campaign againgt the Blcetehhial

by testing and waste dispósaNand Mindependence of Kanaky.
and sea-based nucleaf armamènt
build-up in the Pacifić; RIMPAC war-
games to be heldin thePacific;
nucleardevelopment suchas reac
tors;militaristicinterventionandter

Tahiti
Supporn for the struggle for sover-
Ebignty ofTahiti-PolynesiaPeople.
Cal foranendto testingofNuclear
Fangtaufă, the èffects of which de-

Celebration ofAüstralla:WAUAUA Weapons b) FranceatMoruroaand
rorismbyforeig góvefnments;and We wishtoconto '6udestinies

andprotectourevitonmentinyounthe need to unify through action in
order to protectańd detend ágainst
these destructivé þatterns

Rimate theTahititanPeopleand poi-
sons theSouthPacific.
WestPapua
Thestruggle forlindependenceof

VOwnways.Theusage of olnna
tional resources inthe pastwere
more thanadequatetoensurethe
balance,between hatúté and hu-
mankiñg.No form ofadministration

"We, thePeoplebf thePacitic, want
West Papua to be recognized as a
priority by NEIP,
Recognition of Operasi PapuaMer-
deka (OPM) ás the,representative
Of the W.Papuan resistancemove-
ment

to make our position clear.The
Pacific is homelto millions ofpeo

should ever seek to destroy that
balance for the sake of a brief com
mercial gain,"

ple with distinct cutures, religiohs
andways of life,andwe refuse to
be abusedor ignoredany longer'"

- FromNFIPPeoplesCharter
"We, the People of thePacific, will
assertourselvesand wrest contol
over the destiny of our nations and
ourenvirornmentfrom foreign pow-
ers, including the Transnational

-From NEIP Peoples Charter
FUMTThe NEIPConference passed

twenty-síxResolutions,and'5 Action
Proposals.The following are excerpts

Endorsement of the rights of the In-
digenous People of Fiji and a call for
all parties to the current crisis in Fiji
to work peaceably towards a con-
sensus which leaves the Indigenous
Peoples in full control of their land,
culture and religion.

from Resolútions and Action\Pro-
posalswbich wereconsideredbỳ the
conferenceparticipantsto touch on
themostoritical issues ofcurrent coh-
cen toPacifič.Peoples.

Corporations."
-From ŅFIPPaoplesCharter
A vital component, the Indige-

nous Caucus, met from November
7-9th, at White Sands (Nasugby, Ba-
tangas) todiscusS and form an Indig
enous People's Statement of Intent.
Presentations were made by repre-
sentatives from numerous Indigenous
Nations including: Kanaky (New Cále-
donia), Maori (Aotearoa/NewZealand),
Aboriginies (Australia), Cordilera and
Moro Peoples (Philippines), Natiye
Hawaiians, Operasi Papua Merdeka
(West Papua), Solomon Islands, Be-
lau, Guam, Turtle Island (US/Canadal
Alaska), Cook Island, Niue Island,

•A call för the human rights of all
peoples to be respected anda con-
demnation of military coups in Fiji as
ameans of achiéving political power
and military dictatorship as a means
of exercising political powe.

AGTIONPROPOSALS
•Vanuary 26,1988-be declardan in-
ternational day offmourning to com
memorate the last daythe Andige
nous people ofAustraliawere al-
lowed the freedomof their land,200
years ago,Support'and recognitión
ofAboriginal claimsof prior owher-
shipoftheirlandandurgeaction by
the Austrálian government ip1988
toradrasspastabusesandinaction.
Alsoodanuary26, 1988people
gatherándprotest,outsideof the
AustrallaEmbassyorConsulate in
theirarea, supporing the just strug-
gle of the Aboriginal Peoples against
200 years of oppression.

•The conference also asked the con-
trolling authórity in Fiji to state its
position on: (a) self-determination
and independence for Kanaky,
French Polynesia and other col-
onies; (b) French nuclear testing at
Mururoa; (c) Port calls by nuclear
warships; and (d) the goals of a
Nuclear-Free and Independent
Pacific Movement.Tahiti, Tonga and Western Samoa.

The Čaucus defined areas of
common struggle and stressed the
importance of working together to
achieve mutual goals of sovereignty.

A principle topic of discussion
was the common bond of suffering
shared by all Pacific Indigenous
PeoplesNorth, East, South and

West. The cause of this suffering was
identified as the military occupation
of Indigenous lands by foreign col-
onizing governments, which have
brought with them the contamination

Belau
•Reaffirmation of NFIP commitment
to the struggle of the Belauan peo-
ple to maintain their constitutional-
İy protected rights concerning their•The formation of a NFIP Economics

Commisison to work towards eco-
nomic independence of the people
of the Pacific--a crucial step toward
independence and exercising sov-
ereignty.

heritage of land and waters.
•Condemnation of the military and
eminent domain provisions of the
proposed Compact of FreeAssocia-
tion (COFA) between the U.S. and
Belau, and the process of its ratifica-
tion which has not recognized theAlaska be formally included in the

Nuclear Free Pacific zone.
continued on page 11



Urgent MessageHrom Guatemala
5. Today, the Army continues to vio-On November 4, 1987, Treaty

Council News received the following
message from the Guatermalan Church
in Exile, an internationally respected
voice for the human rights of the Gua-

In the past twelve years, more than
50,000 Guatemalan Indians have been
killed by the military of that country.
The Guatemalan military claims it is
waging a war against "communist
subversives." In reality, this war is a
genocidal. attempt to wipe out the
Indigenous Peoples of Guatemala,
which make up over 65% of the pop-
ulation. is goạl is to take their tradi-
tionallands for iodustrial andagribus-
iness development. Any protests have
been met by brutal repression, includ-
ing the massacre of entire villages.

lentlý dislodge the peasant com-
munities in these areas, where
5,000 soldiers supported by air-
planes and combat helicopters are

temalan people. unleashing offensive actions
against the civilian population.The` incidents desoribed below

occurred in and around the Indian
Communities of Nebaj, Chajul and
Playa Grande in the northern region of

The Guatemalan Church in Ex-
ile has received this information di-
rectly from the affected communities
and the pastoral workers who live and
share this difficult situation. The Gua-
temalan communities request that the
people of faith, and all those who
work for the respect of human rights
throughout the world, pressure the
government of Vinicio Cerezo to
cease immediately the new wave of
violence against the civilian popula-
tion in northern EI Quiche.

EI Quiche:
During the period of 20 Septem-

ber through 30 October 1987, and
continuing through the present date,
the Guatemalan Army has committed
violent acts against the civilian com-

Since 1985, a U.S-backed civilian
government has been in power in
Guatermala, led by Christian Democrat
President Vinicio Cerezo. Cerezo prom-
ised in his campaign to rectitiy the
human rights situation in Guatemala,
but the military attacks and repression
against the civilian population have
continued. Today, more than one mil-
lion Guatermalan Indians are being
held under direct military control in in-
stitutions called "model villages,"
"civilian patrols" and "development
polls." These so-called "model villag-
ers" are concentration camps where
Indian people are forbidden to prac-
tice their culture or religion, denied
their traditional clothing and their
language. In the "development polls"
and "civilian patrols," Indian people
are forced to work on miltary construc-
tion projects and participate in military
campaigns.

munities:
1. Artillery shelling and bombing and

strafing by airplanes and helicop-
ters have caused extensive de-
struction of villages in the area. On
September 26, the bombs killed 2
villagers and wounded 2 others in
Tisumal, in the municipality of

These acts of violence contradict
the efforts now being made by the
governments of Latin America and
the Central American presidents to
find a political solution to the conflicts
in the region, which include the es-
tablishment of a real democracy and
lasting peace in Guatemala.

Nebaj.
2. On September 27, Army mortar
shelling of another Nebaj commu-
nity, Xeucalbitz, left 13 people
massacred. Army troops threw a
three-year-old girl into the Sumal

Please respond to the call from
Guatemalan communities by ex-
pressing your condemnation of the
Army's viólence. Write to the fllow-
ing members of the Esquipulas I|
Verification and Follow-Through Com-
mission:
Sr. Javier Perez de Cuellar
Secretary General of the U.N.
United Nations Plaza
New York, NY 10017
Sr. Joao Baena Soares
General Secretary
Organization of American States
1889 F Street, NW.
Washington, ĎC. 20006

river, where she drowned.
3. On October 4, the Army troops

destroyed 20 houses, one village
chapel, 90 sheets of tin roofing,
and dozens of acres of crops in the
communities of Los Angeles, San
Francisco, and Nueva Concep-
cion, in the municipality of PlayaRepression against the communi-

ties in resistance, who are refusing to
enter the concentration camps, takes
the form of military ivasions, aerial
bombings and bombardments with
toxic chemicals.

Grande, in the lxcan region.
4. During the last two weeks of Octo-

ber, 1987, the government troops
poisoned the San Carlos and Re-
sureccion Rivers in Playa Grande.

ANIONA

ReportFrom theU.N. Working GroupOn ndigenous Populations
nous Populations is now by far the
largest Working Group within the U.N.
system, and each year participation
increases. This year, over one hun-
dred delegations, representing In-
digenous Peoples from nearly every
continerńitof theworld, participated.
More than twenty U.N. member states
(countrjes) participåted as observers
throughout the5-day sesslon on the
Working Group.

issues and struggles involving Indig-
enous Peoples of the Western Hem-

In early August of 1987, represen-
tatives of the International' Indian
Treaty Counicl made the annual jour-
ney to Geneva, Switzerland to parti-
cipate in the fifth session of the U.N.
Working Group on Indigenous Popu-
lations. lncluded in the delegation
were indigenous representatives from
the Pacific lslands, the U.S., Canada

isphere.
Guatemala was a focal point of

the Treaty Council oral intervention.
The I|TC'documented the effects of
the modern-day holocaust being
waged against the Indian peoples of
Guatemala.

and Central and South America.
The Working Group was founded

in 1982 to develop international stan-
dards for the protection of indigenous
populations and to review develop-
ments of the relations between gov-
ernments and indigenous populations.
The Working Group is part of the U.N.
Commission on Human Rights. It re-
ports directly to the Subcommission
on Prevention of Discrimination and

Thisyear thoTreatyCouhil sub-
mitted eDeclaratlon of Sốl-Deter-
mination oftndigerious Peoples. This
document yill lay the groundwork for
recognitionJof the rights of Indige-
nous Nations, groups, and peoples
by the countries and governments of

In addition, the IlTC intervention
addressed the denials of self-deter-
mination sufferd by the Mapuche Indi-
ans of Chile, the Yanomami's of Brazil,
and Indian peoples of Paraguay. The
denials of Treaty Rights, Territorial
Land Rights, and the Right to Self-
Determination of various Indigenous
Nations within the United States were
also cited. Specific cases mentioned
were the White Earth Reservation
Land Settlement Act of 1986, which ar-
bitrarily expropriated 200,000 acres of

the world.
In addition, the ITC presented

an oral intervention to the Working
Group addressing self-determination

Protection of Minorities.
The Working Group on Indige-

continued on page 108



South American IndlansCall for Mobillzation
Against 1992 Celebrations

THE FIRST CONGRESS OF CONAIE,
IN RESPONSE TO THE PLANNED
CELEBRATION OF THE 500th

ANNIVERSARY OF THE SPANISH
INVASION OF OUR CONTINENT

of oppression, exploitation, racism
and the removal of the riches from
the Indian lands of this continent;

3. In spite of these colonial and neo-
colonial systems of oppression, the
Indian Peoples continue resisting

From November 9 through De-
cember 8, 1987 three leaders repre-
senting Indian Organizations of Čen-
tral and South America visited vari-
ous cities and Indian communities in
the U.S. The representatives partici-
pating in the tour were: Blanca Chan-
cOso(Quichua Nation), member of
the National Directorate of the Con-
federationof Indigenous Nationalities
of Ecuador(CONAIE); Maria Lucy
Traipe(Mapuche Nation), Coordinator
of theWomen's Department of AD-
MAPU of Chile; and Amadeo Ramos
(NahuatNation), Vice President of the
National Association of Indian Peo-

and continue to survive;
WE DECLARE THAT:

CONSIDERING THAT:
1. The Indian Peoples of the Ameri-

cas are the decendants of cultures
that are thousands of years old,
constituting Nations with their own
political, social, economic and cul-
tural structures and forms of

1. We reject the planned celebration
of the 500th Anniversary of the Dis-
cOvery of America promoted by the
Spanish Government together with
the colonial governments that are
dependent on the capitalist sys-
tem; since the celebration of this
event reaffirms the policies of neo-
colonialism and demonstrates the
dependency of the countries of the

organization;
2. On this basis, the coming of Chris-

topher Columbus to America, ra-
ther than representing a conquest,
was the beginningof a colonial in-
vasion which implanted a systerm

continued on page 12

NATIONAL MOBILIZATION
Confederation of Indlan Nationalities of Ecuador

CONAIE

ples of El Salvador (ANIS).
During their visit to the San Fran-

cisco area, these representatives met
several times with staff of the Interna-
tional Treaty Council lnformation Of-
fice. Blanca Chancoso requested that
Treaty Council News translate and
reprint an article from the newsletter
of CONAIE, calling for international
Support in opposition to the planned
celebrationsof the 500th anniversary
of the landing of Columbus. In her
public presentations, Blanca stressed
that the Indian People of the Amer-
icas see the coming of Columbus as
the beginning of an invasion, not a
"conquest" as it is commonly called.
"We are still fighting for our lands and
ourrights,we still have our cultures,
our religions and our languages; our
ancestors knew how to fight and re-
sist...so no one can say that we have
ever been conquered" she said on

MOVILIZACION NACIONAL
CONFEDERACION DE NACIONALIDADES INDIGENAS DEL ECUADOR

CoN A IE

many occasions.
Of the 9 million people living in

Ecuador, 4 1/2 milion are Indians.
The Confederation of Indigenous Na-
tionalities of Ecuador (CONAIE) held
its first National Congress in Novem-
ber, 1986. It represernts the Quichua,
Shuar, Chachi, Huaorani, Tsachila,
Siona, Secoya, Cofan and Awa Indian
Nationsof Ecuador. Although CONAIE
is 1 year old as a national confedera-
tion, several of the organizations par-
ticipating have been in existence for

12 de Octubre dia de la invasiỏn colonialista

1492 inicio de la destrucción de los pueblos indios

No a la celebración de 500 años de crimen contra la humanidad

1992 año de la Autodeterminación de las Nacionalidades Indias.

500 años de resistencia y lucha

many years.
Treaty Council News wishes to

thank Blanca Chanc0sa, Maria Lucy
Traipe and Amadeo Ramos and their
organizations for sharing much valu-
able information about the struggles
of their Indian Nations. We wish to
thank the Confederatlon of Indigenous
Nationalites of Ecuado, the CONAIE
newsletter, in particular for its con-
tribution of the following article, a
declaration made at the first National

The 12th of October-the day of the colonial ivasion
1492 began the destruction of the Indlan Paoples
No to the cəlebration of 500 years of crime against humanity
1992 the year of Self-determination for Indian Nations
500 years of resistance and struggle!

Congress of CONAIE:
9



Black HIIIS
Continued from page 1
propriating portions of the Black Hills.
These acs have profited the federal,
state and local governments as well
as private landowners and develop-
ers, who have exploited the rich min-
eral, timber, water and fishing and
hunting resources. All such acts are
in direct violation of the 1868 Fort
Laramie Treaty.

Unlted Nations
Continued from page 8

and for other purposes..."
Some specific provisions of the

Black Hills Åct are as follows:
1. Establlshment of the Sloux Park,
in the area to be transferred.
The Sioux Park will consist of all
lands currently under the jurisdic-
tion of U.S. Park Services, ""which
shall remain equally accessible to
all persons'" with the exception of:
a) Religious Ceremonial Sites;

"such land within the Sioux
Park which are traditional reli-
gious or ceremonial sites shal
be identified by the Sioux and
shall be excluded from public
access to the extent necessary
to preserve their primary reli-

land from the White Earth Anishinabe
Nation, and the struggle for self-de-
termination and religious freedom
represented by Yellow Thunder Camp

For over one hundred years fol-
lowing the illegal appropriation of the
Black Hills, the Sioux have continu-
ally persevered in their struggle to
have their treaty rights honored. The
Sioux have been in litigation with the
United States Courts for approximate-
ly 67 years, trying with very little suc-
cess touse the courts in the fight
against ongoing violations of their

in theBlackHills.
Three important and specific

resolutions were generated by the
Working Group this year and were
later endorsed by the U.N. Subcom-
mission on Prevention of Discrimina-
tion and Protection of Minorities
which met immediately afterwards.
The first was a resolution that the
Chair of the Subcommittee will dele-
gate one or more members of the
Šubcommission to attend and ob-
serve U.S. Congressional Hearings
regarding the Big Mountain relocation
of Hopi and NavajoPeoples.For the
first time, the United States is under
the direct scrutiny of the Subcommis-
sion because of alleged violations of
the rights of Indian Peoples. Needless
to say, the delegation representing
the government of the United States
was not pleased with the decision,

gious uses and integrity."
b) Šanctuary areas;religious and land rights.

In 1973the occupation ofWound-
ed Knee, South Dakota was an at-
tempt by traditionals and Indian ac-
tivists to focus world attention on the
continuing violations of the 1868 Fort
Laramie Treaty, and the lack of justice
for Indian Peoples within the Ünited

"any lands within the Sioux
Park that are designated by the
Sioux as a wildlife and wilder-
ness sanctuary for living things
which have a specific sacred
relationshíp to the Sioux."

2. Exemption of certain lands.
Transfer of land exempts Mt. Rush-
more and any lands privately own-

States.
When the International Indian

Treaty Council was formed by Indian
people in 1974, the Fort Laramie Trea-
ty was selected and cited as one of
the most clear-cut examples of the.
United States' violation of Interna-
tional Law regarding Indians. The
Treaty was used to open the door for
Indian Nations of this hemisphere to
address the United Nations Čommis-
sion on Human Rights. The violations
of this Treaty have been raised con-
sistently in such international forums

ed by.non-Indians.
3. Provisions for Monetary Com-

pensation. Funds will be provided
to the Sioux Nation for manage-
ment of these lands by the United
States Federal Government.

4. Establishment of a Sioux National
Council. The Sioux National Coun-
cil will be responsible for "manag-
ing and governing" the re-estab-
lished area including exerting jur-
isdiction over mineral, grazing and
timber permits, aswell as all hunt-

which passed by consensus.
A second important new initiative

adopted by the Subcommission but vi-
gorously fought against by the delega-
tion representing the U.S.Govermment
providesfor a SpecialRapporteur(in-
vestigator) for Indian Treaties. The
resolution received 15 "yes" votes
and two abstentions: the U.s. Govern-
ment expert and the Canadian Gov-
ernment expert. This resolution must
be approved by both the Commission
on Hüman Rights and the Economic
and Social Council of the U.N., So In-
dian People will have to work hard to

ever since.
ing and fishing activities.Finally in 1980, the United States

Supreme Court itself affirmed that the
Black Hills had been taken illegally,
upholding the finding of the Court of
Claims. It concluded that a "more
ripe and rank case of dishonorable
dealings will never, in all probability,

5. Specification that lands under
the jurisdiction of the Sioux Na-
tion wil bemanaged "in accor-
dance with the traditional prin-
ciple of 'respectfor the earth.:"
The means of selection and the
constitutional governing of the

continued on page 13
be found in our history"

maintain this important victory.In March. of 1987, as a step
toward righting this long-standing in-
justice, Senator Bill Bradley (D-NJ) in-
troduced a bill to restore 1.3 milion
acres in the Black Hills to the Sioux
Nation. Congressman James J.
Howard has introduced companion
legislation, H.R. 1506, in the House
of Representatives.Currently there
are ten co-sponsors in the House of

The final new initiative fröm the
Subcommission is the adoption of a
resolution requesting that 1992 (the
500th anniversary of the arrival of
Columbus) be designated the Interna-
tional Year of Indigenous Populations.
The resolution talks of 500 years of
the continuing struggle of Indigenous
Peoples to maintain their human
rights. The Commission on Human
Rights, the Economic and Social
Council and the General Assembly of
the U.N. all have to approve this idea.
It is hoped that a declaration on In-
dian Rights can be adopted by the
General Assembly in time for i992.

Following is the Declaration on
Self-Determination of Indigenous
Peoples which the l|TC submitted to

Representatives.
The preamble to the Black Hills

Act states that its purpose is to "reaf-
firm the boundaries of the Great
Sioux Nation; to convey federally held
lands in the Sioux Nation; to provide
for the economic development, re-
source protection and self determina-
tion of the traditional Indian Religion
in the Sioux Nation; to preserve the
sacred Sioux Nation from desecra-
tion; to establish a wildlife sanctuary;

the 1987 Working Group.
continued on page 16
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Report From First Global Radiation Victims
Conference and Indigenous Uranium Forum

NFIP
Continued from page 7

votes of the Belauan people."The theme of the first Indigenous
UraniumForum, 'Uranium, Leave It in
theGround,' will now be the focus of
ourworldwidecollective resistance. It
İsourstatedpurpose and uitimate goal
to build a nuclear-free Indigenous
Worldfor our children. For it is our
responsibilityas Indigenous people to
ensure that our actions will prove safe
and beneficial to those that follow us
andwemust strive to protect all the un-
bom from now to the Seventh Genera-

ing network that will "serve as an in-
formation, communication, and re-
source network for the Indigenous
Peoples of the world." It was decided
that "the focus of theForum/Network
will be to support all groups of people
struggling to rid their native lands of
nuclear radiation caused by nuclear

•Expression of deepest sorrow to our
friends Roman Bedor and Bernie
Keldermans and their family for the
politically motivated murder of their
father on September 8, 1987.
•Condemnation of the U.S. govern-
ment for failure to fulfill its UN

testing, mining and production."
The delegates also agreed that

Trusteeship responsibilities.
Philippines

the meetings of all future Indigenous
Uranium Forums will be held on In-
digenous lands and hosted by a lo-
callregional Indigenous organization
and/or tritbal group. The suggested
site for the next Forum meeting is the
Grand Canyon (or Grandmother Can-
yon) in Arizona, which is threatened

•Condemnation of the Aquino gov-
ernment for its failure to comply with
its promise to Indigenous Peoples
particularly the Cordillera and Moro
peoples for genuine autonomy and
self-determination and for its sup-
port to the CPLA responsible for the
killing of Kaniel Ngayaan, the Cor-
dillera Bodong association leader,

tion of our descendants."
From the Final Report of the
Indigenous Uranium Forum,

New York City,
September 26-29, 1967

From September 26 to October
3. 1987, delegates from all over the
world gathered in New York City for
the historic First Global Radiation Vic-
tims Conference. The first four days
of the conference were devoted to an
Indigenous Uranium Forum, where
Native Peoples from North America,
Australia, Šcandanavia, the Pacific
andAsia spoke about the contamina-
tion of their lands, waters, and com-
munity members by all stages of the

with uranium mining.
At the First Global Radiation Con- last October 6.

ference which followed the Indigenous
Forum, Indigenous representatives
met together with anti-nuclear activists,
Hiroshima and Nagasaki A-bomb sur-
vivors, atomic veterans, downwinders.
nuclear Workers, scientists and law-

•Immediate, absolute and uncondi-
tional implementation by the Aquino
government of the nuclear-weapons-
free provision of the constitution.
•Immediate and unconditional re-
moval of U.S. military bases and
other facilities in the Philippine ter-yers from all over the world.
ritory."We have come with our suffering,

the loss of loved ones and of our
land, the knowledge of right and
wrong,thewisdom ofdesireto pro-
tect the Earth and to leave the

•Immediate dismantling of all vig-
ilante groups and other para-military

nuclear chain. units in the country.
Indian delegates from the U.S.

Southwest and Australian Aborigine
representatives talked about the ef-
fects of uranium mining which include
increased rates of birth defects and
cancer. A representative of Native
Americans for a Clean Environment
spoke of the effects of Kerr-McGee
uranium processing activities in
eastern Oklahoma. The Sami dele-
gate, representing the Indigenous
Peoplesof northern Europe, spoke
about the effect of the Chernotbyl
disasteron their traditional way of life.
Native Pacific Peoples shared infor-
mation on the effects of nuclear test-
ing and waste dumping on the islands

"We firmly believe that an indepen-
dent Pacific means a nuclear-free
Pacific. We believe the only way to
accomplish this is to join together in
onemind, one heart and one spirit."

uranium in the ground.
The Earth is ourmother. She is

alive. And she is herself the sOurce
and provider of human life. But we
have made her an Hibakusha (Ra-
diation victim). Let us recognize our
common family relationship, join
our hands to heal the Earth, we

Indigenous Caucus1987
FOR MORE INFORMATION on NFIP
work, contact Tawna Sanchez, who
was selected by the conference as
the regional (North American) repre-
sentative to the NFIP Steering Com-
mittee, at the International Indian
Treaty Council San Francisco office.

may begin to heal ourselves."
-Exerpts from the final Resolu-

tions of the First Global Radiation Vic-
tims Conference.

To obtaina completecopyof the
Resolutions, for more information or
to find out how you can help, contact: The Pacific Rimwaters and Peoples of the Pacific. Indigenous Uranium Forum
clo Tom LaBlanc, Executive DirectorAs a result of the bonds of unity

and the common goals of the Indige-
nous representatives to the Forum, a
decisionwas made to create an ongo-

210 Columbus Street, Suite 428
San Francisco, CA 94133
(415) 986-6004

Nine-legged frog found near
Kerr-McGee's Sequoyah facillty
In eastern Oklahoma. Local
resldents fear radloactive and
toxlc wastes from the plant may
cause birth defects. See story
page 5. (Photo provided by
Natlve Amerlcaňs for a Clean
Environment.) URANIUM-

LEAVE IT IN THE GROUND
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Blg Mountaln
Continued from page 3

1992
Continuedfrompage9

structures have been built for
ceremonial purposes. As of yet, no
buildings have been destroyed, but
the tactics of intimidation persist.

The hardship created by such
government tactics falls in particular
upon Elders who live alone. A call has
been put out to the support network
to provide material aid and supplies
to augment the meagar resources
that have been left to these once self-
sufficient families.

In a recent meeting at Mosquito
Springs, these issues were raised to
the Flagstaff Legal Office in order
to spread the word of the critical si-
tuation on the land to the support
communities.

At this meeting, the Legal Office
staff presented to the people on the
land the progress of the First Amend-
ment freedom of religion lawsuit
which, after months of painstaking
preparation, is now in its final stages
of development.

The basis of this lawsuit is that
forced relocation and destruction of
sacred land violates the religion of the
people of the area, which is based
upon a relationship that requires
then to liveonandprotecttheir tradi-

From left, Blanca Chancosa, Amadeo Ramos and Maria Lucy Traipe
on their visit to the San Francisco Bay Area in November

tions...and Indian organizations of"Third World" on the interests of
the powerful capitalist economies;

2. The planned celebration violates
all principles of free self-determin-
ation, and is contrary to all norms

the world to coordinate actions that
will prevent the realization of this
500-year celebration, and to join
together in a campaign of general

tional land base.
The development of the lawsuit

has included interviews with the peo-
ple on the land conducted mainly by
young Dineh paralegals. They have
carried a major share of the workload
in both the interaction with the Elders
and in educating the lawyers about
the implications of these issues from
a traditional perspective. As in the
case of the Go Road, it was difficult
for the traditional Dineh people to de-
scribe the details of their sacred relig-
ious beliefs to be used in a court case.

Long and arduous interaction
with other attorneys from related In-
dian struggles, such as the Yellow
Thunder Camp legal team and the
Center for Constitutional Rights, has
resulted in the refining of the legal

of International Law; protest in all the countries of the
world by whatever means possible.3. The planned re-enactment of the

invasion demonstrates a warlike
and militaristic attitude, which con-
stitutes an immoral and inhumane
offense against the dignity of In-
dian Peoples; all together, these
activities are a provOcation against

Decided at the First Congress of
the Indian People of Ecuador, taking
place in Quito on the 13th, 14th, 15th
and 16th of November, 1986.
FOR THE LIBERATION AND SELF-
DETERMINATION OF THE INDIAN
NATIONALITIES OF ECUADOR

LONG LIVE THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE CONFEDERATION OF
INDIGENOUS NATIONALITIES

OF ECUADOR!
FOR MORE INFORMATION on the
1992 activities, contact the Confeder-
acion de Nacionalidades Indigenas
de Ecuador, Casilla Postal92-C, Quito

Indian Peoples;
4. We are demanding that the Span-

ish government suspend the pro-
motion of this event, which repre-
sents a celebration of the anniver-
sary of the genocide and ethno-
cide of the Indian Peoples of the
Americas;

5. We are demanding that the Span-
ish government, instead of invest-
ing $5 billion in the activities sur-
rounding the 500th Anniversary of
the invasion, provide compensation
to the Indian Peoples of the Ameri-
cas, as a matter of moral principle;

6. We are calling upon all democratic
governments, artists and intellectu-
als, workers, campesino, students,
religious, solidarity and human
rights organizations, the United Na-

document.
After careful consideration of the

progress and plans for the freedom of
religion lawsuit, the people at the Mos-
quito Springs meeting affirmed their
support. They have begun to make
preparations for prayer meetings and
ceremonies to coincide with the filing
date. They also have discussed the
need for other Indian communities'

Ecuador, or the |TC.
FOR MORE INFORMATION on- the
struggles of South and CentralAmer-
ican Indians, contact the South and
Central American Indian Information
Center (SAIIC), the organizers of this
historic tour, at PO. Box 7550, Berk-
eley, CA 94707 USA.

support at this critical time.
Currently, the resisting families

are aware that both the Navajo and
Hopi Tribal Chairmen are planning for
the mineral resource development of
their traditional homelands. Another
aspect of the support work has been
the encouragement of a legislative
strategy which would prevent such

continued on page 14
12



Toxlcs
Continued from page 5
ticular. They report that toxic waste in-
cineration is considered potentially
hazardous by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA). A recent EPA
report about the health risks of waste
incineration warns that "the forma-
tion and release of products of in-
complete combustion may...pose a
significant risk to the public" The
same report states that, "the human
health risk from incineration of car-
cinogenic heavy metals, (such as
chromium, cadmium and beryllium)
may be significant." New highly toxić
by-products of incineration, such as
dioxin, may also be released into the
air and water during the incineration
process.

Economic Development
Continued from page 6
oped'" countries by "international
developmentinstitutions'" such as the
WorldBank and Export-Import Bank.

The EPA, in the case of a solid waste
disposal facility on the Pine Ridge
reservation in South Dakota, stated
that the law did not authorize or re-
quire it to implement solid waste
management regulations on Indian

In areas like South and Central
America, investment policies by such
institutionsas the World Bank and the
Ex-Im Bank have resulted in geno-
cidal consequences Such as destruc-
tion of the rainforests. They have also
acted "to stabilize friendly govern-
ments" and "to destabilize govern-
ments regarded as a threat to the
US." acCording to the Resource
Center (Albuquerque) and. the En-
vironmental Project on Central Amer-
ica(EPOCA). The results of such pol-
icies throughout Central America
have been massive uprooting of in-
digenouspopulations, destruction of
the indigenous economy and culture,
massivepoverty and finally, civil war.
They have resulted in the subjection
of the population to U.S. wars of
counterinsurgency."pacification"
and "low intensity conflict!"

lands. The EPA hasmaintained that
it has no authority to enforce a pro-
hibition against sübstandard dumps
on Indian lands.

There are strong indications that
Tribes may not be told the truth about
the risks by the corporations that are
approaching them to become dump-
ing grounds for industrial and city
wastes. Recently the Chickaloon
Traditional Village Council in Alaska
was approached by WASTE TECH
INC., a BECHTELsubsidiary, who
wanted to build a waste incinerator on
Tribal lands. A council member was
told that the facility would present no
heaith or environmental dangers, and
that the Tribal members could use the
ash left afterincineration as"fertilizer
for their gardens." In fact, such ash
has been classified by the govern-
ment as hazardous waste itself, be-
cause of the presence of. cancer-

The tragic experiences of Indian
communities such as Acoma, Laguna
and Churchrock who were never told
about the deadly risks of uranium
mining, can serve as a warning today
to Tribes considering toxic waste dis-
posal sites on their lands. In the end,
the responsibility falls on the People
to monitor the decisions of their Tribal
Councils closely, where the long-term
health effects of the entire community
and future generations are at stake.
Tribal Councils should be encouraged
to get all the facts available about the
health and environmental effects of
waste disposal facilities before mak-
ing decisions based on purely eco-
nomic grounds.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, contact:
Rural Coalition
American Indian Task Force
2001 "S" Street NW, Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20009
Greenpeace
1611 Čonnecticutt Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20009
or contact the International Indian
Treaty Council if you need more in-
formation.

The bottom line of the Reagan
Indian Policy as exemplified by the
Presidential Commission on Indian
ReservationEconomies is the goal of
assimilating Indian land, resources,
and labor into the exploitative and en-
vironmentally destrüctive U.S. econ-
omy, while enforcing the isolation of
such 'economic development'" from
Indian culture, politics and spiritual-
ity. If such government-imposed cor-
porate intervention is to be put in
check, Indian people all over the
country will have to get involved.
FORMORE INFORMATION, on this
critical issue, contact the Hopi
Epicentre for International Outreach,
whose thorough research has provid-
ed the basis for this artice.

causing heavy metals.
Lloyd Powless of the Oneida

Tribal Business Council, has been
studying the effects of both existing
toxic sites on Indian lands and the
potential dangers of new disposal
sites. He also cautions Tribal govern-
ments and members to "takea good,
long look, and get your own studies
done with all the information about
the long-termhealthandenvironmen-
tal effects." Stressing the need for in-
dependent sources of information, he
warns that"you cannot just go on
what somebody tells you in their pro-
posal to put in a dump or disposal
site. Theyll tell you it's not dangerous,

Black Hlls
Continued from page 10
Sioux National Council will be de-
cided by a (3/4) three-quarters vote
of all adult members of the Sioux
Nation. But '"the constitution of the
National Council shall absolutely
prohibit the sale or disposal of any
lands or water. rights acquired
under this act and such lands shall
not be sold or disposed of except
in accordance with Article XIl of

Hopl Eplcentre for. International
Öutreach

22 S. San Francisco Street, Ste. 211
Flagstaff, Arizona 86001
(602) 774-2644

the Treaty of April 29, 1868."
but that's not true.!"

Lloyd Powless recognizes that
most Tribes do not have the technical
expertise or funds to conduct their
own studies on the effects of toxic
waste disposal facilities. He encour-
ages Tribes and communities who
need this type of information to con-
tact groups and organizations who
have expertise in this field. One such
source of information on toxic waste
disposal on Indian land is the Ameri-
can Indian Task Force of the Rural
Coalition; of which he is a member.

One significant question that
should be raised by Tribal Council
members considering such a pro-
posal is '"who will monitor the site?"

Your support Is needed to help
restore the PahaSapa (Black HIlls)
to the Sloux Natlon, to bring thẻ
dream of the Oyate (people) allive.
We urge you to write to members
of the Senate Committee on lndlan
Affairs and to your local represen-
tatlves InCongress,in favor of the
Sloux Nation šlack Hills Act, Sen-
ate Bill #s.705 and House Resolu-
tion #H.R.1506.
FOR MORE INFORMATION Contact:kabtstpkíuwa

LIçethat was given-
Lucethat s
Lifeto Be

Black Hills Steering Committee
PO. Box 19
Manderson, S.D. 57756-0019
(605) 867-5546
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NACE
Continued from page 5 new owner or old she doesn't expect

much change in policy or procedure
at the Gore facility. Bút that doesn't
mean she is giving up hope. "1 look
at old sidewalks" she says, "and see
how the grass and weeds are starting
to grow up through the cracks, and1
know that if we can just get them to
stop then the Earth will be able to
heal herself" Getting Kerr-McGee
and others like them to stop is a fight
that NACE and many other Indian
communities are resolved to continue
as long as need be.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, or to
subscribe to NACE's newsletter ($5
per year):
NATIVE AMERICANS FOR A
CLEAN ENVIRONMENT
Route 2, Box 51-B
Vian, OK 74962
(918) 773-8184

envelops the earth once again, the
hopes and prayers of the People of
Big Mountain and the surrounding
communities go to the support of the
lawsuit, the legislative effort for the
moratorium of relocation and the
much-needed material aid which
comes from the many support
groups. With all of these tactics and
responses made necessary by the
ongoing forced relocation program,
the dream of the people on the land
is still for sovereignty.
"The buttes have been here from the
beginning, every one of them a sacred
altar. The watei, the natural spring, is
a way of life as well as life itself. Our
Songs, Our prayers, our livestock are
Ourway of life. lf we give up, where wilI
wego, where will our children go and
our grandchildren go? We want to
make a place for them. We will con-
tinue to resist."

dangers of Kerr-McGee's "fertilizer"
program. She reports that this sub-
stance not only contains radioactivity,
but dangerous salts and heavy met-
als. These include cobalt, sellenium,
lead, copper, mercury, molybdenum,
arsenic and several others. Many of
these are known carcinogens (can-
cer-causing), and others have been
implicated in birth defects and numer-
ous other threats to life and health.

Another development recently
brought to NACE's attention is the
sale by Kerr-McGee of its Sequoyah
facility to yet another uranium pro-
cessing corporation, GA Technology
(formerly General Atomics), based in
San Diego, California. Jessie Deer-In-
Water points out that changing own-
ers is common throughout the nucle-
ar industry, as a means of extending
clean-up deadlines and avoiding pub-
lic scrutiny when sloppy operating
practices are brought to light. NACĚ
has discovered that the new owners
have received a government contract
to build a breeder reactor to produce
plutonium for nuclear weapons, but it
is unknown at this time if they plan to
build it in the Gore area or elsewhere.

The role of this Sequoyah facil-
ity in yet another link of the nuclear
chain and its detrimental effects on In-
dian Peoples has been recently con-
firmed by NACE. Last summer, the
Lakota Nation in South Dakota was
able to defeat plans by Honeywell
Corporation to test new weapons with
radioactive armour-piercing shell cas-
ings. The proposed site for the tests
was Hell's or "Thunder Eagle'"' Can-
yon, a site of great religious and his-
forical significance to the Lakota reli-
gion in the sacred Paha Sapa (the

- HarrietWilson,NavajoelderBig Mountain
Continued from page 12
development while calling for a mor-
atoriuṁ from relocation. Support is
being directed towards a Moratorium
Bill, which would place an 18-month
moratorium on relocation and provide
for the participation of Hopi tradi-
tionals and Dineh Elders in reaching
a just solution. This bill is expected
to be introduced early in the next ses-
sion of Congress by Senator Alan
Cranston of California.

FOR MORE INFORMATION Contact:
Support for our Future Generations
PO. Box 22134
Flagstaff, AZ 86002
(602) 525-9138
In Defense of Sacred Lands
PO. Box 1509
Flagstaff, AZ 86002
(602) 779-1560

Alaska
Continued from page 3Such participation by the tradi-

tional people of the land must be
guaranteed if recent discussions in
Čongress are any indication of the
trend that will be taken without their
input. For instance, a meeting of the
Joint Insular and Interior Affairs Com-
mittee was held on December 9. It
was called hastily without any notice
given to the people most directly af-
fected. The topić of discussion was
primarily about appropriations need-
ed for continuation of the current
policy. However, many people were
horified to hear that a suggestion
was made in this meeting for the
Relocation Commission to become a
permanent structure within the De-

"we were never even consulted. My
people, especially the old people,
can't understand what the hell they're
talking about with these corporations
of ANCSA. This corporation deal was
forced on our people because some-
bodygot bought."

Support the sovereignty and
traditional land rights of Alaska's
Native People. The 1991 Amend-
ments" to ANCSA represent "the
final nail on the coffin" of this gen-
ocidal Act. Write to President
Reagan, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave.,
Washington, D.C. 20015, urging him
to veto the "1991 Amendments."
Write to your elected officials in
Congress Insisting than any and all
legislation affecting theland rights

Black Hills).
The base material for these cas-

ings, another waste by-product of the
uranium refinement process known
as uranium green salts, is also pro-
cessed at the Sequoyah facility. It is
then turned over to Aerojet Corpora-
tion for production of the shell cas-
ings, which are then passed on to
Honeywell for testing. In addition,
most of the yellowcakeore arriving for
processing at the Sequoyah facility
comes from Indian lands in Canada
or the Four Corners area of the South-
west, where resulting contamination of

partment of Interior.
Other issues discussed included

the possiblity of lifting certain restric-
tions on development-related con-
struction in the "Bennett Freeze'"
area, near Moencopi (housing restric-
tions would still bė prohibited). The
ongoing debate about land ex-
changes and "life estates'" was con-
tinued. It was also decided that the
Department of the Interior will no
longer pay any attorney's fees related

in Alaska be initiated and sup-
ported by the majority of the
Village members in Alaska's Native
communitles. Urge them to repeal
ANCSA (PL. 92-203), and to čon-
slder no new legislation affecting
Alaska Natives until their full par-
ticipation is assured.
FOR MORE INFORMATION Contact:
Alaska Rights Consultants Tribal

land and water is widespread.
NACE is calling for leters of con-

cern to be directed to the Oklahoma
State Department of Agriculture, in-
sisting that the Sequoyah facility have
its permit immediatelyrevoked for all
activities related to the production,
use, distribution or sale of "dilute
amonium nitrate fertilizer" including
the donation or sale of hay and cat-

to the larnd díspute. Organization
clo Chickaloon Village TraditionalAll of this talk is of serious con-

sequence to the families whose lives
have been affected and who continue
to resist government efforts to remove
them from their homelands. As winter

Council
PO. Box 1105
Chickaloon, Alaska 99674
(907) 745-7184

tle raised in contaminated fields.
Jessie Deer-In-Water says that
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SupremeCourtTurnsDown Leonard'sCase:Call for lnternational Solidarty

On October 2, the U.S. Supreme
Court decided not to hear Leonard
Peltier's appeal for a new, fair trial.
The decision came as no surprise,
given the history of the U.S. criminal
Miustice" system's treatment of the
Peltiercase, as well as the ongoing
government cover-up regarding the
events surrounding the case.

torneys and the Leonard Peltier De-
fense Committee have developed
several strategies for the next phase
of their efforts to gain his freedom.
They are calling for an independent
investigation,to be conducted by the
Congressional Subcommittee on'Civil
and Constitutional Rights, chaired by
DonEdwards(D-CA) This investiga-

tion wouldidealy.notonlylookintothe.
role of the courts and judicial system
trom thebeginningofLeonard'scase
butwould'alsoinvestigate,the ole of
the FBI ändits COINTELPR0pro

In addition, Leonard Peltier
would like to be examined and treated
by a qualified American eye special-
ist. Last summer he was finally al-
lowed to be examined, after many
months of public pressure, by a team
of Soviet eye specialists. The special-
ists concluded that it was too late to
treat Leonard's eye condition, which
has left him legaly blind in his left
eye. Letters are requested to go to the
U.S. Bureau of Prisons in order to
allow another examination, which
would provide a much needed sec-
ond opiņion and possitble treatment.

Evenso, the decision was a dis-
appointmentfor Leonard and his
manysupporters around the wofld.
LeonardPeltier has now spent more
than 12 years behind bars, despite in-
ternational recognition thất he was
neverpermitted a fair triâl or an ade-
quatedefense against government
chargesthat he killed 2 FBI agents
during a shootout in Oglala,Šouth
Dakota on June 26, 1973. Me was
given two consecutive life sentences,
eventhough 2 other defendåntsalso
chargedwith the'deaths of theagénts«
were aquitted on self-defense
groundsat a separate trial.*

grám whichwasdirectedagalnstthe
imembérship, leadersand supporters Leonard Peltier, the Steering

Commiteè of the LPDC, and the ITČ
wish to express their thanks and ap-
preciation to all those who have stood
by Leonard, and who have written or
plan to write letters or telegrams in his
behalf. Below arò the addresses for let-
ters most urgently needed at this time:
IN THE U.S. WRITE:
Congressman Don Edwards
Chairman, Congressional Subcommit-
tee on Civil and Constitutional Rights
US. House of Representatives

ofthêAmericanIndianMovementin
the. 60s and 70s.Leonard'ssup
portersbelievethatthisinvestigation
shoüldnot onlycOverxLeonard
Peltierscase,butlookintothestatus
öf.other politicalprisonerspresently
being heldinU.Ssprisons.

DonEdwardsandhisSúbeorn
mittee are,alsobeing petitionedto
subpoenathe6000pages intheirer
tirety, and the 5000pages inpast,
which constitute evidencé that has
never been released by ;the U.S:
government to Leonafd or his de-
Tenseattorneys. The U.S. goveriment

Documentsobtainedthrough thế
Freedomof Information Act since the
time of the original trial clearly show
that the governiment suppressed and
withheld critiçal evidence trom
Leonard'sdeferise. This documenta-
tiondemonstratesFBI fabrication of
the keyevidence which led to Leo-

2307 RayburnBldg.
Washington, D.C, Ž0515

Request anindependentivestigationhas claimedthat theycanngt-6e re-
leased forhatiohal sectity.tea-
sons" büt calling for their release
directly tóaCongressionalCommit
teeshould invalidatethatargument

andsubpoenaof withheldevidence.
Please.søndacopy toyourown Con-nard's convictioň gtessiora,representatives.)TheSupremeCourt's action will

effectivelylet stand the 8th Circuit of
Appealsdecision to denyLeonard a
newtrial. It alsomeans that, in the
eyesof thehighast court in the U.S.
thegovernmentcan fabricate acase
inorder to geta convction, andeven
ifsuchfabricatioń can latèr be proved,
that no new trial is in, order.The
SupremeCourtreached this decision
in spite of an amicuscurie ("friend of
thecourt'") briefinLeonard's support
signed by 49 members of the U.s.
Congress.Other amicus briefs were
submitted on Leonard's behalf by the
NationalAssoclation of Criminal
Defense Lawyers, the California
Lawyers for Equàl Justice, and St.
Johň the Divine Cathedral represent-
ing many national ang international
religious leaders and denominations.

In the opinion of Leonard's at-
torneyBruce Ellison, the Supreme
Courtdecision reaffirms the need for
a serious, independent investigation
into the use of the criminal justice
system in the U.S. for political pur-
posesby the FBI and other "intelli-
gence'"agencies. This investigation
was called for in 1981 by Amnesty In-
ternational, specifically citing

Notmai Catdison,Director
The láckoflegalrecoursewithin U.S Bureau,ofRrisoòns

Washingion,D.c20534
320 1stStreet, NWthe U.S. has increased théimpor-

tanceof:interhationaSolidarityE
forts areunderway in:Canadato re
submit theparliamentarybil that
MOP Jimbultonsubmitedlastwinter.
Futon'sbil çallsforLeonara'sreturn
to Canadaón thegraundsthat the
U.S. violatếd.theEXtradition Treaty
batweontheU.S añdCanada ty
knowinglyusing falseavidence toex-
tradite Leonard. The primary
evidence that was used to obtain
FLeonard's extradition were affadavits
mpliçatingLeonard,signedbý sue
posedeye witness to theshoatingoh

$the FB ágents.AtLeonard'strlal,the)
govarnment admitted that this so
called eye witness,an Indianwomant
anamed Myrtle Poor Bear, wasnevè
at thesceneof theshooto Poor
Bear herself sald that her life andthe
lives of herchildrenwerethreatened
Sbý FB| agents in order to forcaher to
sign theaffadavits.Shewas hot per
mited to testify for thedefenseby the
Judgepresiding over Leonard's orig-

Ask for independent medical treat-
menttorLeonardəltier.
INCANADAWAITEYOURMOP
OAND/OR: N
Member of Parlament Jim Fulton
756 Confederation Building
House of Commons
Ottowa, Canada KIA'OA6
Urge resubnission of Jim Fulton's
parliamentary bill to returnLeonard
Peltier to Canada.
OUTSIDE OF UUS.:
Write your own government, asking
them to submit an official inquiry to
George Shultz, US. Secretary ofState,
as to the status of Leonard Pltier's
case. Also request that your govern-
ment offer political asylum to political
prisoner Leonard Peltier.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, or to
find out how you can help:
LPDC
PO. Box 10044
Kansas City, Missouri 64111
WRITE LETTERS OF SUPPORT:
Leonard Peltier POW 89 637-132
PO. Box 1000
Leavenworth, Kansas 66048

inạl trial.
Efforts are also underway to en-

courage the governments of other
countries to submit official inquiries
as to the status of Leonard Peltier to
the U.S. Department of State, as well
as to offer Leonard political asylum.

Leonard's case.
Now that Leonard Peltier's legal

optlons are exhausted within the
courts of the U.S., Leonard, his at-
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Robert Guz:
ITC Director
Of Information
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cultural development in conformi-
ty with their traditional customsDeclaration on Self Determination

Of Indigenous Peoples
WHEREAS, the International Bill of
Human Rights declares that the re-
cognition of the inherent dignity and
of the equal and inalienable rights of
all members of the human family is
the foundation of freedom, justice and
peace in the world;
WHEREAS, the International Bill of
Human Rights, which is intended for
the protection of all members of the
human family, speaks principally to
the protection of individuals from the
power of the state;
WHEREAS, members of the world's
Indigenous populations require re-
cognition and protection as peoples
as well as protection as individuals;
Be it therefore proclaimed that:
1. All Indigenous Nations, Groups

and social mores.
2. All Indigenous Nations, Groups

and Peoples may, for their own
ends, freely dispose of their natural
wealth and resources without pre-
judice to any obligations arising
out of internätional economic co-
operation, based upon principles
of full and informed consent, mu-
tual benefit and international law.
In no case may any Indigenous
Nation, Group or People be de-
prived of its own means of sub-
sistence.

3. All Indigenous Nations, Groups
and Peoples have the right to přo-
tect the environmental integrity of
their territories;

and Peoples have the right to self-
determination. By virtue of that
right they may freely determine
their political status and freely pur-
sue their economic, social. and

It shall be unlawful for any state to
undertake or permit any form of de-
velopment within the territory inhab-
ited by an IndigenousNation,Group
or People without the full and in-
formed consent, freely given, of a ma-
jority of the inhabitants.

subscribers and individual supporters,
we wish to thank the Vanguard Public
Foundation, the Resist Foundation
and the National Community Funds
for their contributions towards the
publication of Treaty Council News
this yea. Progressive foundations
such as these are currenthy under at-
tack, both financially andpolitically, so
help from this directionmay be harder
to get in the future. This makes the
support of our readers even more im-

When the IITC Board of Directors
and staff met in June, 1987, they en-
thusiastically selected Robert Crúz as
the new I|TĆ Director of Information.
Robert Cruz is a Tohono O'odham,
from southern Arizona. Hehasbeen
a memberof the IITCBoardofDirec-
tors since 1981, and is a representa-
tive of American Indians Against De-
secration. Robert is a welcome addi-
tion to the staff of the San Francisco
Information Office.

To OurReaders
We hope that all of you are in

good health and spirits for this com-
ing newyear. As you probably noticed,
we did not publísh a fall, 1987 issue.
The reason was lack of funds forprint-
ing and mailing. We ask for your un-
derstanding and patience as we strug-
gle to keep Treaty Council News com-
ing out on a regular quarterly basis,
which is our goal. You can help by portant to us.
remembering to renew your subscrip-
tions on a yearly basis, and to en-
courage your triends, organízations,
local and school ibraries, etc. to
subscribe. Donations to Treaty Coun- our Mother Earth.
cil News are tax deductable, and
always needed. In addition to our

Once again, we thank you for
your understanding and support. Our
prayers are with you, your farmilies and
your work on behalf of the people and

.A072

NEMRERespectully,
The ITC Staff ER

NIIONALThe Treaty Council News is the
official bulletin of the International
Indian Treaty Council and is
published by the International
Indian Treaty Council Information
Office
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