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Treaty Conference At White Earth
The Seventh International Indian Treaty

Conference brought together over sixty Indian
Nations from throughout the Western Hemis-

phere to begin the "Great International Treaty
of Friendship and Cooperation for the Survival
of the Indian People of the Western Hemis-
phere" and to gather documentation to be

presented at the "United Nations International
NGO Conference on Indigenous Peoples and
Their Land" to be held at the United Nations in

Geneva, Switzerland September 15-18, 1981.
Many distinguished national and international
guests brought strong voices of solidarity and
made it very clear to everyone that Indian peo-
ple do not stand alone in our fight against Col-
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onialism and Genocide.
The past year was very successful for the

Treaty Council as we took the struggle of Indi-
an people to many places in the world, ex-

panded our work within the Commission on
Human Rights of the United Nations, and re-

opened our information office in San Francis-

co, California which publishes our Newsletter
and other relevant documents. These suc-
cessful projects have shown that despite ef-
forts to de-stablize the Treaty Council and du-
plicate our work in the International Communi-

ty our organization continues to grow and build
a basic understanding and respect for Indian
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Delegates To Geneva Conference
lutions and action by Indian people and their al-
lies.

Indian Representatives from El Salvador,

Guatemala, and the South American Indian
Council played a valuable role in educating

the conference about the problems facing In-
dian people in Central and South America

where over eighty million Indian people live
and are the majority in many countries. These

Indian men and women from El Salvador, Gua-
temala, and the South American Indian Coun-

cil of Lima, Peru represent millions of Indian

people and have become an integral part of

the International Indian Treaty Council. Alejan-
dro Bendana, Deputy Ambassador for the Per-

manent Mission of Nicaragua to the United Na-
tions also addressed the conference on the

progress of the government of Nicaragua in
working with Indians in Nicaragua for auton-

the interests of all Indian people for years to

come. This conference was well documented by
audio and video tapes and the Treaty Council
will make these available soon. From an Interna-

tional perspective, Indian people are being rec-
ognized and our work will become more mean-
ingful as our struggle continues. As the world

realizes our legitimate place in the family of na-
tions Indian people must implement this new In-

ternational Treaty of Friendship and Cooper-
ation by working around certain basic issues of
survival and presenting a United Front of Indian

Nations to the international eommunity. This new

treaty between Indian nations, tribes, and or-
ganizations must be acted on and changed if

necessary to present a true future and destiny of

Indian People. This treaty making process will
take at least six months to two years but the

Treaty Council welcomes input and discussion
on this historical document.

People throughout the world.
At the conference there were four commis-

sions which produced several documents and

resolutions on behalf of various issues Indian

people are now facing. The commission on In-

ternational Treaties, Agreements and Rights
produced a general document related to land

and the manipulation of the laws of various gov-

ernments in the Western Hemisphere to exploit

the land, people, and resources guaranteed to
Indian people first by Natural Law and secondly

by various treaties and agreements. Also, pro-
duced in this commission were documents on

political prisoners and missing persons, a state-
ment from the Youth attending the conference,

and a document on Indian Education from the

viewpoint of Indian Educators and parents. Indi-

genous Philosophy and the Land Commission

produceda statementput togetherby traditional
people, elders, and spiritual leaders showing
the relationship of Indian people to the land and

the self-destructive destiny of Industrial Society.
The Commission on Transnationals focused pri-

marily on the United States and Canada and the

continued rape and disregard for Mother Earth

by transnational corporations. Also included in

this document was the Indian connection to the

transnationals, i.e. Council of Energy Resource

Tribes (C.E.R.T) Nuclear Disarmament was the

fourth commission and exposed the suicidal na-
ture of the arms race and its impact of Indigen-

ous people throughout the world. All these doc-

uments not only exposed the nature of problems

existing among Indian Nations but called for so-

omy and cultural preservation.
The Treaty Conference was hosted by the

White Earth Anishanabe Nation in Northern Min-

nesota June 4-11, 1981. A beautiful lake and

wooded area provided conference participants
with an atmosphere of beauty and abundance
but also reminded the people of the very evident

and pressing issues of water, hunting, and

fishing rights which are constantly being at-

tacked by legislators and local special interest
groups. The Boy Scouts of America, Viking

Council allegedly own the campground but it

was revealed that the title to the land is defective

and in fact the White Earth Reservation is seek-

ing the return of this land from the Boy Scouts.

The conference was well-atternded by local resi-
dents of White Earth and surrounding reserva-

tions and these Ojibwa people provided much
traditional food including deer meat, fish, and
wild rice as well as much of the work-force at the

The Seventh International Indian Treaty Con-

ference also chose delegates to Geneva for the
International NGO Oonference in September.

Phillip Deere will be the Spiritual Leader. Dele-

gates are: West-Tyler Barlowe (Modoc), Rober-
ta Kirk (Warm Springs), Great Plains-Rose

Main (Gros Ventre), Frank Riley (Sac & Fox).

Great Lakes-Vernon Bellecourt (Ojibway), Pa-

tricia Ballanger (Ojibway), East-Bill Tyack (Pis-
cataway), Southwest-Larry Anderson (Diné),
Robert Cruz (Papago). These people represent
our delegation to the Geneva Conference. The

Canadian delegates will be chosen at Brockett,
Alberta, August 14, 15, 16. Central and South

American delegates will be chosen by the Indi-
an Council of South America in Lima, Peru.

The success of the Seventh International Indi-
an Treaty Conference will continue to be real-
ized by the continuing work of the participants in

the coming year. We are thankful to all the par-
ticipants and the people of White Earth.

conference.
The work done at this conference will serve



A two hour drive tromFraser's ninethousar

acre country estate, ALCOA, the Aluminu

Company of America, is constructing t
world's largest Aluminum smelter in Portlar

Victoria, at a cost of $400 million. The lar

chosen by ALCOA had been settled by t

Gunditj-Mara Aboriginals for thousands

years before Europeans invaded the area. A

COA will construct the smelter on the mo

sacred part of the land which is critical tot

tribe's spiritual and cultural identity.Fraser

fused to even talk with the Aboriginals wholi

almost in the back yard of his huge proper

and are a part of his electoral constituenc.

December of 1980, 25 Aborigirals werearre:

ed for "trespeassing" on the smelter site.

Australian Aborigines Battle U.S. Corporations
The implications of U.S. economic policy on

American Indian culture are only too well

known. In Australia, the policies of the Fraser

Government are having an equally disastrous

for oil on Aboriginal traditional land at Noon-

kanbah in Western Australia. Aborigines were

not opposed to AMAX's plans to drill for oil.

However, they objected when AMAX sought to
drill on parts of the land most sacred to them.

The Aborigines obtained help from trade

unions, which banned union members from

working on the site without Aboriginal appro-

val. But the state and federal governments de-

termined that AMAX would not be checked.

impact on Australian Aborigines.
Installed in 1975 by a U.S. and U.K. backed

non-military coup d'état against the union
backed Labor Party, Fraser's conservative

government inspires renewed confidence in

foreign investors. U.S. corporations have pro-

vided 27 percent of foreign investment since

1947, concentrated in Australia's vast re-

serves of coal, uranium, iron ore and bauxite.

In 1975, foreign companies controlled 52 per-

cent of metallic minerals, 73 percent of fuel

minerals, and 53 percent of other minerals for

an overall 60 percent foreign control of the

Unprecedented action was taken by the

state government in support of AMAX. A police

convoy was provided for the AMAX-sponsored

driling team for its passage through the re-

mote areas of Western Australia to Noonkan-

bah. The convoy of 50 police arrived at the

gates of the station on which drilling was to be

done, to find Aborigines blocking their path.

The land was drilled. Fifty of the Aborigines

and their supporters were arrested during this

incident.

ALCOA's actions are in keeping with Eur

pean expropriation of Aboriginal land sing

whites first arrived two hundred yearsago

late 18th and 19th century saw massacre

murder, rape and disease decimate the Ab

riginal population from 300,000 to a low

47,000 recorded in 1947, and combined wi

continued expropriation and aggression ha

resulted in the elimination of Aborigines fro

huge regions. The blatant genocide of earli

history has been replaced by the equaly d

structive policies of cultural genocide pra

ticed by almost all AustralianGovernments.

ments.

mineral industry.
In 1976, 35 of the country's 200 largest cor-

porations were U.S. companies. Growth in

U.S. investment has been rapid in the last few

years. Attracted by huge tax concessions and

a capital infra-structurefinanced from aus-

terity cuts in government health, education

and welfare spending foreign corporations
plan a $35 billion investment in the 80s. This is

nearly twice the total post-war foreign invest-

ment in the country. The U.S. will provide 70

No oil was found at Noonkanbah, confirming

suspicions that AMAX proceeded in any case

so that Aboriginal resistance would be broken

and other Aboriginal communities intimidated.

For many Australians, AMAX is now a dirty

word. The incident added to AMAX's dismal

record in relations with indigenous people in

North America, Brazil and West Africa, and did

not go unnoticed abroad.

A spokesperson for the Berkeley-base

Australian Support Network said thatALCOA

determination to annex the relatively sma

area of land at Portland has provokeda maj

confrontation. On one side there are ALCO

and the State and Federal Government

which are determined to encourage foreign in

vestment no matter what the costs to the loc.

people. Opposing them are the Aborigin.

people at Portland who are increasingly sug

ported Iocally by community andenvirnomer

tal groups and internationally by American Ir

dians and other indigenous populationssuffe

ing similar treatment.

percent.
Australia's 180,000 Aborigines are taking

the initial brunt of this financial shockwave, as

much of the country's mineral and energy

wealth is on Aboriginal land. Aborigines live in

the resource-rich desert or bush. Mining com-
panies seeking to profit from minerals invest-
ment have had to negotiate with traditional

land owners, but only in two of Australia's sev-

en statesSouth Australia and the Northern

Territory-do the Aborigines have legal ow-
nership of the land they have lived in for thou-

sands of years. In other States, the wishes of

Aborigines have been blatantly disregarded,
and strong opposition has been mounted to

prevent companies from using Aborignal land

In August last year, after this incident, Amer-

ican Indians and Australian anti-racist demon-
strators confronted Fraser in Washington.

Fraser had come to collect an award from the

B'Nai B'rith for his supposed contributions to

"anti-racism" and for providing a "refuge for

the dispossessed in Australia." The Indians

presented him with a golden Razor blade,

symbolising their contempt for Fraser's sup-

port for the para-military invasion of Aboriginal
sacred land at Noonkanbah by State police.

Two day's after Fraser accepted the B'nai

B'rith award, Aborigines exposed his govern-
ment's racist stand before the U.N. Human

Rights Commission which later criticized Aus-

tralia for violations of the basic human rights of

Aborigines. The U.S. State Department's 1979

Country Report on Human Rights also criti-
cized the Australian Government's relations

with Aborigines.

While Aboriginal land rights is the keyissue

there are other issues raised by the incider

By establishing a new facility in Australia Al

COA gains in two ways. First, it has access t

much cheaper electricity than in the U.S.; an

this is critical as manufacture of Aluminum

extremely energy intensive. Second, it has

meet less stringent and cheaper environmer
tal protection regulations than in the U.S. Th

financial stakes are huge.

without permission of traditional people.
Two U.S. companies have recently shown

such disregard. They are AMAX, the giant mi-

nerals company, and ALCOA, the world's larg-

est producer of aluminum.

In 1980, AMAX announced that it would drill

Spiritual Conference: Roads To Self Sufficiency
Great Lakes

Treaty Council
The fourth annual Elders and Youth Spiritual

Conference was held on the land of Philip

Deere, a Muskokee (Creek) medicine man.

The conference was held near Okemah, Okal-

homa, on June 17-20. It was attended by peo-

ple from many different Indian Nations and the

major theme was self-sufficiency. The meet-

ings were held in a Traditional Muskokee

Round house. A fire was kept burning in the

Round House for the entire length of the con-

ference.

During mid-day the people would gather
the Round House and listen to the Elders

Some of the topics discussed were: theimpo

tance of keeping our own languages, thepres

ervation of our religions for non-Indians, th

formation of traditional camps such as the Ye

low Thunder Camp in the Black Hills, thenee

for Indian People in the cities to rely on the

own resources (i.e., learning to grow their ow

food), and the importance of the younger pec

ple to learn traditional ways of survival.

The Great Lakes Regional Caucus at the

Seventh International Indian Treaty Council

Conferernce has called for a Great Lakes re-

gional Treaty Conference to be held at Cross

Village, Michigan on July 24-26, 1981. The

purpose of this conference is to follow up on

the Seventh Treaty Council Conference in or-

ganizing our documentation and delegation
going to the Geneva Conference in Sep-

tember. Other work will be to formulate the

Great Lakes Indian Treaty Council which will

repesent the issues and concerns of all Indian

Nations surrounding the Great Lakes Area

which includes nations in the boundries of

Canada and the U.S. For more information call

616-347-5392 days, and 616-347-8055 even-

ings.

The Round House has just recently bee

completed, thereby, fulfilling a long hel

dream of Phillip Deere's. It signifies a beg

ning of the Muskokee and other IndianPeop

returning to their traditional ways. We looklo

ward to the future that this Round House an

spiritual conference provide for our futureger
erations.

This conference practiced the need for peo-

ple to work together to live their lives. The days

began with a sunrise ceremony. The food for the

meals came from gardens which Phillip Deere

and his family tend. The meat came from anim-

als which were killed, butchered and cleaned by

people attending the conference. Water was

carried from a well. The people also built an

earth lodge for ceremonies.



Liberated Indian Country: Free Nicaragua
nic groups live-the Miskitus (150,000): the
Sumos (15,000); the Ramas (1000); and the

Creoles (150,000). The Creoles are descend-
ents of the African slaves the British brought
from Jamaica; they speak Caribbean English
as their first language and live in the southern
half of the Department of Zelaya on the "Atlan-

tic Coast" as it is called in Nicaragua., actually

On July 19, 1979, the people of Nicaragua

overthrew the 50 year old dictatorship of the

Somoza family which was imposed upon them
by the United States government and the giant

corporations it represents. Years of armed re-

sistance led by the FSLN (Sandinista National

Liberation Front) brought victory in the coun-
tryside among the poor, then in the provincial
cities, and finally the successful insurrection in
the capital, Managua. The US government, at

that point, shipped Somoza with his gold and
dollars out of the country to Miami. The way the

dictator controlled the people was by brutal re-
pression. The National Guard was originally in-

stalled with the first Somoza, and recruits were
trained by the US army, a practice which be-

came a tradition. Somoza favored 13-17 year
old boys to recruit to the Guard because they

could be brainwashed more easily. They were
trained to worship Somoza as their father and

to hate the people. In their practice drills they
answered to the question, "Who is the ene-

my?" with "The people." In the final months of

the war of liberation, Somoza ordered bomb-

ing of all the cities and villages that were re-

sisting; therefore, 7 of the 9 cities of Nicaragua

were virtually destroyed by bombing, includ-
ing the center of the capital, Managua. Among
the hardest hit because of their fierce resist-
ance were the small Indian villages of the Pa-

cific area. The people of Nicaragua won the
war, but they also inherited a situation of dev-

astation. That is why they call their new gov-
ernment the Revolutionary Government of Re-

construction. The sacrifices the people made
during the long years of war continue today

the United States, but his fight, like that of our

own Crazy Horse, Geronimo, and Tecumseh,
remains an inspiration to the people. He

should be, in fact, one of our great Indian he-

roes, but his name is not to be found in the his-

tory textbooks of the US. Now, today, the San-

dinistas are the officials of government. They

are poets, professors, doctors, nurses, secre-
taries, farmers and other workers who took up
the fight for liberation and are now heading

and working in departments of the govern-

ment. Most of them are under 30 years old,

and half of them are women, since a third of the

liberation army was made up of women. None
of them have prior experience or expertise in

running a government, and they are the first to

admit that they make a lot of mistakes, but they
learn from their mistakes. They have main-

tained the liberation army as the national army
and police because almost surely, the US gov-
ernment will intervene and try to overthrow
their revolution. The cronies of the dictator are

training in US camps in Florida and in the

neighboring country, Honduras, to do just that.

Nicaragua is in many way like an Indian res-

ervation and was treated that way by the US for
50 years (and before by the Spanish and Brit-
ish who colonized the area). As Lawrence Pe-

zullo, the US ambassador to Nicaragua said,
"These Nicaraguans and Salvadorians are In-

dian;-types, not very intelligent, but when
pressured too much, they revert to savagery."
Within this context, there are many cultural and
regional differences that have always divided
the people in the past, and these are the div-

isions the US government is trying to play upon
now. The Sandinistas are promoting the revival
of their lIndian heritage, for instance, there isa
campaign to return to the planting of corn as
the people used to do, instead of importing

wheat as Somoza did. The US has refused to

give promised aid in wheat to Nicaragua, and

is trying to create food shortages, so the San-

dinistas see that Nicaragua must become self-
sufficient to survive. The way to do that, they
also recognize, is to revive their native culture.

There are several important distinct ethnic
groups within Nicaragua, and in the past they
have been antagonistic to each other. One of
the greatest tasks to accomplish is the unity

with mutual respect among all these groups
that will be necessary for the free country to

survive US attacks. The great majority of Nica-
raguans are of Indian heritage mixed with the

invading Spaniards and British, and the Afri-
can people they brought as slaves. Most of the

people speak only Spanish and are Catholic.
but there are surviving enclaves of communi-
ties where the people still speak the native lan-
guages, and speak only a little Spanish or
none at all. There are also 7 distinct Indian
communities in the western half of Nicara-

gua-these are the heroes of the revolution
who fought so hard for freedom. In the eastern
half of Nicaragua, called the Department of

Zelaya, only about 7% of the total Nicaraguan
population lives. Somoza's only interest in that
area was to get the gold out for his personal
fortune, and it was flown out. There are few

roads, no electricity or running water in the
countryside, and there are only a few settle-
ments that could be called "cities," that have
electricity, but no telephones or running water.
This is where the largest groups of distinct eth-

being on the Caribbean Sea.

This half of Nicaragua was hardly active in
the war of liberation and very few individuals

from there went and fought in the war. This

fact, along with that half having been col-

onized by the British and the other half (pacific
side) by the Spanish causes divisions between
the two areas. The Miskitus, who live in com-
munities in the northern half of the "Atlantic

Coast" of Nicaragua and in Honduras, speak

the original Indian language predominant in
Central America, Mexico, Arizona and New
MexicoUto-Aztecan, but they are racially

Indian and African, so they are a very distinc-
tive group in the western hemisphere. They al-
lied with the British against the Spanish, who
recruited allies among the Indians of the Pacif-
ic coast, so these colonial alliances divided
the Indian peoples of Nicaragua, just as colon-
ial alliances divided the Indian peoples of
North America. The Miskitus also received

Morovian Protestant missionaires from Ger-
many in the mid-19th century, and then North
American Moravians for the past 80 years. This
church is more integrated with the Miskitus

than is the case of any tribe in North America,
though it is similar to the Baptist influence in

eastern Oklahoma. The Moravians did help
keep the Miskitu language alive, but the only
book the people had to read in their language
was the New Testament. Last year in the San-

dinista literacy campaign, the Miskitu, Sumo,
Rama, Creole, and English languages were of-
fered as well as Spanish. Now the Miskitus
have many books in their own language. Un-

doubtedly, the various ethnic groups are now
looking at their own history and heritage and

will reawaken many "underground" and nearly
extinct ceremonies and ideas. This has not

made the hierarchy of the Moravian Church

happy, nor the missionaries, who had virtually
total power over the minds of the people for

and will continue for many years to come.
As Indian people we know very well how

hard it is to unite our people to fight against in-
justice. So the revolution in Nicaragua is an im-

portant lesson in unity. There are 2.5 million

people in that Central American country, about

the same as our population in the US. They,
too, have divisions between rural and urban

people, different cultures ("tribes") and lan-
guages, overwhelming influence of the Catho-
lic Church in the western half, and the Moravi-
an Protestant Church in the eastern half of the

country. And they, too, were fighting the most

powerful country on earth-the US govern-
ment of which Somoza was a puppet. nearly two centuries.
The success of unity must be attributed to

the leadership of the organization, the Sandi-
nista National Liberation Front (FSLN), which is

made up of all kinds of people who fought for
years in the mountains and the cities. 50,000

people died fighting in the last 6 months of the
war of liberation. The name, "Sandinista,"

comes from the hero, not oniy of the Nicara-

guan people, but of all Central America and

Latin America, Augusto Sandino. Sandino was
a worker in the migrant labor force that verti-

cally crisscrosses from Panama to Califor-

nia-work in the mines, on the plantations, in

the fields, or whatever work can be found.

While working in the nearly total Indian area of

Mexico, just after the Mexican revolution in the
1920s, he realized his own identity as an Indi-

an, and this changed his life. He organized a
liberation force and vowed to battle United

Fruit company to liberate Cental America from
being a collectionof "banana republics" of the

United States. He was killed, and the struggle
diminished under the dictatorship imposed by

The success of the revolution in Nicaragua
is important for all people of the western hem-

isphere who are fighting for liberation, espe-
cially the marginalized Indian communities.
The building of a free, democratic nation, with-
in which different cultures may flourish and

practice political autonomy, is a feat never be-
fore realized in the western hemisphere since
the coming of the Europeans. Let us, as Indian
people, all over the hemisphere, support this
remarkable victory, and not allow it to be re-

versed by US intervention.

Geneva Conference
On September 14–21 there will be an "Inter-

national NGO Conference on Indigenous Peo-
ples and Their Land." It will take place in Gene-

va, Switzerland. It is important that as many In-
dian People as possible attend this important
conterence. If you can help send someone to
Geneva, please contact either the New York or
San Francisco office.



Sovereignty and Resistance
mary language because this was the
language allowed in federal and Christ-

ian schools. Nevertheless, the core of

Indian religion exists among the people,
and we continue to perceive and express
ourselves as Indian people.

Sovereignty is not a new concept to

Indian people. We have known about it

more than we generally acknowledge.
The older people talk about it. "This is

the way we have always done things.

This is our way, not the Americans,'"

they say. "It is our responsibility to
accept and carry on the ways of our

grandfathers and grandmothers who

worked and struggled for their lives,"
the younger ones say. The people mean
the exercise of traditions, viewpoints,
Indian self-government and other items

which are uniquely our own. Because we
have been aware of the idea of ourselves

as Indian people, sovereignty, as a way

of action not just an idea, has been a part

of our lives more than we have realized.
We know too that the idea and act of

resistance has been with our People

since we have heard the older people

insist upon "our way, not the Ameri-
cans." And, more and more, we are
realizing their existence and practice in

our ordinary and daily lives and the
people are receiving courage from this

Indian children enrolled in schools were

punished for speaking their languages.
They were ridiculed and often beaten

physically for speaking "Indian." Their
parents were asked to speak with their
children in English. In order to fully

accomplish the purpose of turning Indian
children into English-speaking Ameri-
cans, children were taken from their

home communities and families starting
in the 1800s and enrolled in boarding

schools. The placement of large numbers
of Indian students in such schools

decreased in the 1950s, but numbers of

Indian children and families are still

caught in the predicament. Although

these severely suppressive measures
were taken by the U.S. government,

Indian children continued to speak a-
mong themselves when they could. Even

though they were admonished against
doing so, parents and grandparents
talked with their children in their lan-

guages upon their return to their homes
and families. The people continued to

know their children as their own, not the

Americans .

Native religion has not vanished be-

cause its core value, which is based upon

the meaning and assurance derived from

the people's responsible relationship
with the universe and its other beings, is

necessary to Indian life. The human

capacity for love, for survival, for mean-
ingful struggle, for acquiring knowledge
through experience, exists in our lives

because the perception and expression
of ourselves has not been stamped out.

Like the religion which surges within the
life of the people, the language of the

people informs, inspires, and creates the
meaningful context in which we are able

to thrive.

Although Indian languages were sup-
pressed by the Americans, the people

continued to perceive and express them-
selves as Indians. The people continued

to think and feel as Indian people

although many began to use English
under duress. In much the same way

that Indian religion was forbidden to

practice, thereby going underground
and disappearing for all public purposes,
Indian languages were pushed into the
background. English became the pri-

The continued existence of Indian

religion and language, embodied with
knowledge and values and perception

and expression which are necessary to

Indian life, is an act of sovereignty. To

practice their usefulness and continued
existence in our ordinary and daily lives,
but especially in the exercise of our

native self-government,. is sovereignty.
And for the people to believe it and do it
in the face of the destructive goals in the

American government and corporations
is resistance. Resistance is an act of

sovereignty.

knowledge.
The exercise of language, expressed

most clearly and emphatically through
the oral tradition of literature and

history, is a form of sovereignty. The

U.S. government and its accompanying

institutions -Christianmissionary
State and private educational systems-
tried to suppress Indian languages. In

fact, they tried to stamp them out totally.

Sovereignty
for the People.
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