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Seventh Treaty Conference In June
The International Indian Treaty Council

is sponsoring, and the White Earth Ojibwe
Nation is hosting, the 7th International In-
dian Treaty Conference (which the White
Earth Tribal Council unanimously en-
dorsed), where we expect two thousand
to four thousand participants. The Confer-
ence will be held June 4-11, 1981, at
White Earth, Minnesota. We will meet to
develop the Great lInternational Treaty of
Friendship and Cooperation for the Survi-
val of the Indigenous Indian Peoples of
the WesternHemisphere.
All Indian organizations, tribal govern-

ments and concerned people are invited
to participate together in "A Spirit of
Friendship and Cooperation-Indige-
nous Peoples Treaty Conference" Com-
missions will be set up to address con-
cerns and documernt contemporary prob-
lems, for example Land Rights of Indigen-
ous Peoples, International Treaties and
Agreements, Indigenous Philosophy and
The Land, Trans-National Corporations
and The Land, Land Rights of Indigenous

Disarmament,
Hunting and Fishing Rights and Interna-

International N.G.O. Conference: Indige-
nous Peoples and Their Land in Geneva,
Switzerland, September, 1981.

miles away. The Conference will be fol-
lowed by a four-day Annual Ceremonial
Celebration hosted by the White Earth
Anishinabe Nation on June 12-15, 1981.We will have pow-wows every night.

Concerts will be staged throughout the
Conference. The Conference wll be held
on a nine-mile area campground with
camping facilities, horses, boats, canoes,
archery range, lake, beach-front, and
wOoded areas. Singers and dancers are
encouraged to attend. There will be hous-
ing available for only 500 elders and inter-
national guests. All others attending wil
be camping. The nearest airports are Fa-
go, North Dakota, 70 miles from the con-
ference site, or Bermidj, Minnesota, 60

Information Contacts
International Indian Treaty Council
777 U.N. Plaza
New York, NY 10017(212) 986-6000
White Earth Indian Nation
P.O. Box 481
White Earth, MN 56591 (281) 983-3285

Federation of Survival Schools
1209 S.E. 4th
Minneapolis, MN 55414 (612) 379-1550

Peoples and Nuclear

tional Indian Prisoners' Rights.
We ask that Indian individuals and or-

ganizations bring documents to be pre-
sented at these commissions. Delegates
and documentation from the Treaty Con-
ference will be chosen to participate at the

IITC Information
Office Reopens

Big Mountain Diné Nation
The alleged reason for this settlement is
so the Hopi Tribal Council can obtain
some extra grazing land for cattle so as to
increase the illegal Hopi Tribal goverT-
ment's profits. The real reason that the
United States is infringing on the sover-
eign rights of the Big Mountain Diné na-
tion is that the JUA sits on top of 21 bilion
tons of coal, wanted by Peabody Coal
Company and other energy corporations.
The Diné People of Big Mountain have

refused to leave their land. On October
28, 1979, the Big Mountain Diné Nation
issued a Declaration of Independence.
Since that time a foreign force (the United
States Government) has atternpted to
fence the area off into partitions, and to
starve the people out by reducing live-
stock. Most recently, the government has
attempted to reduce the livestock and to

continued on page 4

The United States Government has for
many years been attempting to forcibly
remove 6,200 Diné (Navajo People)
from their ovn nation. This is happering in
an area which has come to be called the
Joint Use Area (JUA) of the Navajo and

The International Indian Treaty Council
(UTC) is once again opening an informa-
tion office in San Francisco with the pri-
mary purpose of publishing a newsletter.
The information office will also distribute
information regarding Indian struggles
throughout the Western Hernisphere and
build on our existing research and docu-
mentation center now functioning in the

Hopi tribes.
The Diné and Hopi Nations have

peacefully co-existed for 400 years. The
United States government's attempt to re-
move the Diné from their own Nation
came about as a settlement to the so-
called Navajo-Hopi Land Dispute. The
dispute is between the colonial goverm-
ments which are recognized by the United
States. The Traditional governments

United Nations office in New York.
Bill Wahpepah (/TC Board member),

Charlene St. John and Michael Lane (AIM
for Freedom Survival Group, Oakland)
will initially staff the office. They will be
guided by an all-Indian advisory board of
professional and traditional people includ-
ing Jack Forbes, Aileen Goddard, Dennis
Jennings, Aggie Williams, Norma Knight,

continued on page 3

have no quarrels with one another.
Most of the people in the JUA are tradi-

tional, and many of them are elders. To
forcibly remove them would be a fom of
spiritual, mental, and physical genocide.



IITC: History & Update making valuable contributions to thecon-

ference.

The International Indian Treaty Council
is a Non-Governmental Organization
(Category Il) in Consultative Status with
the Economic and Social Council and is a
member of the Conmittee of Non-Gov-
ernmental Organizations for Human
Rights.

tional Indian Treaty Council was to begin
publication of an international newsletter.
This newsletter contained news of recent
events relating to Indian people in the
Western Hemisphere, news of the United
Nations and on an international level. The
newsletter was used as a vehicle to bring
information on the work and issues within
the United Nations back to Indian people
in their respective nations throughout the
Western Hemisphere.

Aside from the United Nations-spon-
sored conferences and activities, the In-
ternational Indian Treaty Council has
been involved in a number of other pro-
ects and activities.
It has sponsored conferences and sem-

inars in New York and around the United
States on international law, treaty issues
and updates on the situations of indigen-
ous peoples of the Western Hemisphere,
as well as the various work and projectsof
the International Indian Treaty Council.

The International Indian Treaty Council
was formed in 1974 at the First Interna-
tional Indian Treaty Conference in Mo-
bridge, South Dakota. This conference
was attended by representatives of nine-
ty-seven (97) Indian Nations in the West-
ern Hemisphere. (One more Indian Na-
tion was added in 1980.)

The second major project of the Inter-
national Indian Treaty Council was to help
sponsor and organize witnesses and tes-
timony to be given at the International
NGO Conference on Discrimination
Against Indigenous Populations in the
Americas which took place in Geneva,
Switzerland from the 20th to the 23rd of
September, 1977.

Since the 6th International Indian
Treaty Conference at Ft. Belknap, Mon-
tana, June 27-July 2, 1980, we havebeen
involved in many international activities.

The result of this conference was a
Declaration of Continuing Independence
for Indigenous Peoples of the Western
Hemisphere and a mandate to open an
office in New York City, New York in order
to most expeditiously relate to the Interna-
tional community, informing them about
treaty rights of Indians of the Western
Hemisphere and about human rights vio-
lations and denial of land rights of these
indigenous peoples. The purpose was al-
so to bring information and concerns of
the international community back to the
various Indian nations. The 1868 Fort Lar-
amie Treaty between the United States
government and the Great Sioux (Lakota)
Nation was selected by the delegates to
spearhead their entrance into the interna-
tional community because of its legal
strength and clarity

The conference resuted in a final reso-
lution by the officers of the conference
making recommendations in the legal
field, economic field, and the social and
cultural fields. It also resulted in a Dec-
laration of Principles for the defense of
Indigenous Nations and Peoples of the
Western Hemisphere. The recommenda-
tion was also made to declare and ob-
serve October 12 as International Day of
Solidarity with the Indigenous Peoples of
the Americas.

The International Indian Treaty Council
took a delegation of thirteen people rep-
resentative of seven Indian Nations to
Rotterdam, Holland from November 24-
30, 1980. The IV Russell Tribunal came
together in order to consider violations of
the rights of the Indians of the Americas.
Moreover, testimonies were received
from other indigenous peoples of other
continents who have continued to be vic-
tims of genocide and ethnocide.

During the 34th, 35th, and 36th, and
now the 37th Commission on Human
Rights in Geneva, Switzerland we have
continued to testify and present docu-
mentation on:
1. Land and Treaty Rights

Since 1977, a representative of the In-
ternational Indian Treaty Council has at-
tended on a yearly basis the Commission
on Human Rights in order to address a
number of items on the agenda. At the
thirty-sixth session, the IITC contributed
to the Working Group on the Rights of
Persons Belonging to National, Ethnic,

2. Health Effects
3. Political Prisoners
Testimony on violations of Human

Rights is also given on behalf of Indian
People in South and Central America.

The office was opened in 1974 and
Non-Governmental Organization status
was granted to the organization February
10, 1977.
Since the opening of the International

Indian Treaty Council office, there have
been a variety of projects, services and
United Nations activities which the organi-
zation has been active in.

The Non-Aligned Movement has ex-
tended full observer status to the Interna-
tional Indian Treaty Council at the Non-
Aligned Nations Tri-Annual meeting
scheduled for 1982 in Baghdad, Iraq.

Religious and Linguistic Minorities.
Also, the International Indian Treaty

Council sent representatives to attend the
United Nations Water Conference in Ar-
gentina soon after obtaining NGO status

In early 1980 the Treaty Council be-
came involved in another special project

continued on page 3The first major project of the Interna-

Hills, and parts of North Dakota, Montana, Freedom Act (PL 95-341) and by United
States legal code (16 UŠCS-479) which
states that within a national forest a
school is entitled to two acres and a reli-
gious organization is entitled to one acre.

Black Hills Wyoming, and Nebraska.
At this time transnational energy cor-

porations are making plans to rape the
Black Hills with the assistance of the
United States of America. These compan-
ies include Kerr-MeGee, Union Carbide
Corporation and the Tennessee Valley
Authority. They are looking for "precious"
minerals, among them gold, taconite, iron
ore, coal, and uranium. These acts will
desecrate the land and poison the water,
clearly acts of genocide against a sover-

The Black Hils of South Dakota are the
Holy Lands of the Lakota (Sioux) Nation.
They are the spiritual center of the Lakota
People. Any desecration of this land is an
attack on the spirituality of the Lakota

On the same day, Indian peopleestab-
lished a spiritual camp in the Sierra Ne-
vada Mountains in California. This is in

Support of the action taken in South
Dakota.People.

The Black Hills, for the last one hundred
years, and other parts of the Lakota Na-
tion have been illegally occupied by a for-
eign power (United States of America).
This same foreign government had
signed a treaty with the Lakota Nation one

hundred years ago recognizing the Black
Hills as being within the boundaries of the
Lakota Nation. The boundaries were de-
termined by the 1868 Ft. Laramie Treaty

and encompass the land area of western
South Dakota, including the Sacred Black

It is the right of the Lakota Peopleunder
the law and otherwise to retain this land
for religio'IS and educationalpractices.

eign nation.
Recently, on April 4, 1981, Lakota peo-

ple established a spiritual camp in the
Black Hills to re-establish rightul jurisdic-
tion. This is a non-violent occupation
which is even justified under the laws of

thẹ United States Government, Under the
United States legal system this action is

justified by the American IndianReligious

Letters of support should be sent to:

International Indian Treaty Council
777 United Nations Plaza
New York, NY 10017
Yellow ThunderCamp
c/o BlackHillsAlliance
P.0. Box2508
Rapid City, SD 57701



Grenada ana. General statements regarding the
situation of workers in the region were
made and a historical perspective was
given on the development of colonialism
in the Caribbean. Colonizers in the region
are the United States, England, Holland
and France. Many of the strategies and
tactics used to exploit the original inhabi-
tants (Indians and,later, African people
brought to the islands during the slave
trades) were the same tactics used on
Indian people in this cOuntry; mainly phys-
ical extermination, confinement and the
creation of a totally dependent economy.
Prime Minister Maurice Bishop ad-

dressed the conference on two occasions
and made it very clear to everyone that
Grenada is not influenced by outside gov-
ernments and will continue to develop a
nation based on the needs of the people
with maximum participation by the pe0-
ple. Grenada has been accused of being
dominated by Cuba, but the Prime Minis-
ter exposed the continuous efforts to de-
stabilize the Government of Grenada by
violence, economic manipulation, and
propaganda by the same governments
and institutions that were accusing Gre-
nada of being Communist or dominated
by Cuba. The Prime Minister indicated
that the people of Grenada considered
Cubans to be their brothers and he
thanked the Cubans for their involvement
in providing over one hundred doctors
and medical workers as well as techni-
cians helping to build a new International
airport. This commitment indicates true

solidarity and has no strings attached, the
Prime Minister noted.
Grenada is a small island, with a popu-

The International Indian Treaty Council
had the honor of participating in a confer-
ence dealing with Workers in the Carib-
bean in Free Grenada, January 9-11,
1981. Grenada is a small island off the
northeast coast of South America. The
people of Grenada liberated this island
from the dictator, Eric Geary, on March
13, 1979 under the leadership of the New
Jewel Movement. The New Jewel Move-
ment was the movement which was fight-
ing against the exploitation of the Geary
regime which had totally exploited the
people and the resources of Grenada.

lation of one hundred ten thousand peo-
ple. The average temperature is 82 de-

continued on page 4

continued from page
and Dagmar Thorpe. This board will con-
tribute articles as well as being actively
involved in the overall functions within the
office. We hope with this cross-section of
Indian people and their concerns we can
meet the needs of more Indian people in
the region as well as internationaly.

Bill Wahpepah, Kickapoo, and Bill
Means, Lakota, represented the Treaty
Council in Grenada and found the first
English-speaking island to be liberated
from colonialism in the Caribbean was
well on the way to buildingg a Free and
democratic nation. People of all ages are
enthusiastically involved in rebuilding the
institutions which had exploited them for
so long. Education is a priority with the
new Government and a literacy carnpaign
is now reaching out to all ages of the soci-
ety to teach basic skills in the communi-
ties and train teachers at the new Teach-
ers College.

As most of our readers know, we previ-
ously had an information office at 870
Market Street in San Francisco, but due to
staff changes and lack of funds the office
closed in June of 1979. Since 1979 Bill
Wahpepah and other Indian people have
become actively involved in international
relations and networking in the western
U.S. and the Pacific region and have ex-
panded the support for Indian people in
the West. We have re-opened the infor-
mation office because of this hard work
and the need to expand our operations to
fulfill our obligations to work and com-
municate with as many Indian people as
possible.

The conference opened with the intro-
duction of the various delegations which
included Puerto Rico, Antigua, Cuba,
Martinique, Jamaica, the Dominican Re-
public, Trinidad and Tobago, and Guy-

The IITC information office will also
publish other materials which are relevarnt
to the survival of Indian Nations. The of-
fice will also build a stronger alliance with
the indigenous people of the Pacific and
strengthen our ties with the many support
efforts dealing with Latin America. Many
people do not realize that the peasants,
campasinos, rebels, and other names
used in the media are Indians being killed
in El Salvador, Guatemala, Peru, Colum-
bia, Bolivia and other areas of Central ảnd
South America. This kind of information
will be a very integral part of the newslet-
ter and the office functions.

Geneva Conference: 1981
cide and ethnocide operate in the context
of the brutal colonization committed to
open the way for plunder of land and re-
sources by commercial interests seeking
maximum profits. This Conference rec-
ommended that October 12 be an Interna-
tional Day of Solidarity with the Indige-
nous Peoples of the Americas and that
documentation from the conference be
presented to the United Nations Secre-
tary General and to appropriate organs of
the U.N.

The International Indian Treaty Council
and the Sub-Committee on Racism, Ra-
cial Discrimination, Apartheid and Decol-
onization of the Special NGO (Non-Gov-
ernmental Organization) Committee on
Human Rights will co-sponsor a seminar,
"International NGO Conference on In-
digenous Peoples and Their Land" The
Conference will be held for three and one-
half (32) days during September 14
through 21st, 1981, in Geneva, Switzer-
land at the Palais deNations.Delegates
to the Conference will be chosen at the
7th International Indian Treaty Confer-
ence at White Earth, Minnesota, June 4-
11, 1981. People iterested in the confer-
ence should bring documentation to the
Treaty Conference so we can begin to
organize our documents and delegation.
The 1981 Conference will be an update

to the previous International NGO Confer-
ence on Discrimination Against Indige-
nous Populations in the Americas-
1977, where approximately 400 dele-
gates and observers attended, including
100 representatives of indigenous organi-
zations. Representatives of the indige-
nous peoples gave oral and written evi-
dence to the International community of
the ways in which discrimination, geno-

We hope that those people who had
subscriptions to Treaty Council News and
were suddenly cut off will re-establish
contact with our office and we will try to
work out the difficulties. IITC would also
like to invite Indian people, organizations,
nations, etc., to contribute articles at any
time to the Treaty Council News.

The 1981 Conference Commissions
will be as follows: 1) Land Rights of In-
digenous Peoples, International Treaties
and Agreements; 2) Indigenous Philoso-
phy and The Land; 3) Trans-National Cor-
porations and Their Effect on the Re-
sOurces and Lands of Indigenous Pe0-
ples; 4) Land Rights of Indigenous Peo-
ples and Nuclear Disarmament. The first
day of the conference will be devoted to
plenary sessions. The next two days will
cOver the Commissions, and the last one-
half day will be open to finalize documen-
tation. You are invited to participate with
us in any way you feel would be the most
beneficial to the conference, within the
stated context. Fund-raising efforts will be
ongoing and all organizations are urged to
help raise delegation costs.

continued from page 2
of a humanitarian nature. In Iran to attend
a solidarity conference, staff members of
the Treaty Council became involved in a
mail exchange effort between the Ameri-
cans being held in Iran and their families
in the United States. This effort was with
the approval of the Iranian government
and the students holding the Americans.
This effort continued for several months
until international events forced its sus-
pension.



continued from page 1concern over the present situation, and
we urge other people to do likewise. Peo-
ple are also urged to send letters and
telegrams of support to the Sami People.

The Sami Nation go ahead with removing the people.
The Sami People, also known as Lap-

landers, are indigenous people of North-
ern Norway, Sweden, and Finland. They
have their own language and way of life.
The Sami have been persecuted for hun-
dreds of years. Their most recent perse-

Letters of support for the Sami People can
be sent to:
SAMI AIGI
9730 Karasjok
Norway

The Traditional Hopi government and
residents of Teesto, a community in the
southern portion of the JUA, also oppose
the so-called settlement. They see this as
a threat to their Sacred Ways and to their
natural rights.

cution comes from Norway.
The Norwegian government plans to

build a hydro-electric plant on the Alta
River, one of the last remaining large riv-
"ers that does not have a dam. The Alta
River runs through the heart of unspoiled
Sami territory. The proposed power plant
roads, power lines, flooding, etc., will seri-
ously change the ecology of this area, an

The human rights of the Diné and Tradi-
tional Hopi are being violated. A foreign
government is trying to completely control
and dominate a sovereign nation. This
attempted act of genocide must not be
allowed to continue.
Letters, messages and calls of protest
and support may be sent to:

Peter MacDonald
Tribal Office
Window Rock, AZ 86515 (602) 871-4941

The Norweglan Government
Prime Minister Gro Harlem
Brundtlands

Dep. Oslo 1 Norway

area vital to the survival of the Sami. continued from page 3
As a form of protest, five young Sami

men took part in a 36-day hunger strike.
The hunger strike came after several
weeks ofa non-violent sitdown action by
the Sami People and Norwegian support-

grees and the beaches are as beautiful as
any around the world. The economy is
based on agriculture, with the main crops
being spices, sugar cane and bananas.
Cooperative farns are beginning to re-
place the former large corporate farms.
Unions are now legal in Grenada with
80% of the workers belonging to them.

Chairman Sekaquaptewa
Hopi Tribal Office
New Oraibi, AZ 86039 (602) 241-2305

James D. Watt
Secretary of the Interior
Department of the lnterior
Washington, D.C. 20515 (202) 343-7351

ers.
Today, at the Alta River Project, con-

struction has been halted temporarily as
Contract negotiations are being renewed
with construction workers. At this time, the
Sami People are speaking out to the peo-
ple of the world in an appeal for termina-

Our visit to Grenada was very encour-
aging. We were able to see a tiny country
with a big heart carying out a giant revolu-
tion. The leadership of the country is
young but well respected and totally qual-
iried. We hope that more of our people will
be able to visit Grenada to see that Indian
people do not stand alone and that we can
build a nation if we work hard toward a

Commongoal.t

If you wish to help, please contact: Larry
Anderson (602) 729-5104

tion of the Alta River Project. ENDANGERED DINÉ:
The International Indian Treaty Council

is very concerned about the present
threat to the Sami Nation. We have in the
past, and we now again take a definite
stand in support of the Sami People. The
proposed hydro-electric project is just an-
other example of energy development
coming before the natural rights of indi-
genous peoples throughout theworld. We
protest against the infringements upon
the Sami People for the irreparable dam-
age to their vulnerable ecological area

The Big Mountain Peoples

The Government of Grenada has sup-
ported the Treaty Council in our work at
the United Nations and they have made a
commitment to expand this work in the
future.

"Forward Ever, Backward Never" is the
rallying cry of Grenada that still echoes in
our minds when we think of the new allies
for the Red Man of the Western Hemi-
sphere.

and to their way of life.
The I|TC has sent letters and telegrams

to the Norwegian government stating our
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