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Geneva Resolutions Presented at UN
The resolutions from the International

Conference on Discrimination against In-
digenous Peoples of the Americas, held in
Geneva in September, were presented to
Mr. Lazar Mojsov, President of the 32nd
General Assembly of the United Nations
on November 17 at the United Nations.
Mr. Romesh Chandra, President of the
Geneva Conference formally presented
the resolutions. He was accompanied by
Jimmie Durham, Allene Goddard and
Juan Aguilar of the International Indian
Treaty Council staff. Also present were
representatives from the Six Nations Iro-
quois, Oren Lyons and Lee Lyons, and
representatives from the Sioux Nation,
Larry Red Shirt and Louis Bad Wound.
Mr. Mojsov, General Assembly Presi-

dent, received the delegation warmly and
expressed his support for the involvement
of Indian people in United Nations activi-
ties. Mr. Mojsov said that he is particular-
ly concerned with the exploitation of
Indian land and resources and was
pleased that the International Indian
Treaty Council had participated in United
Nations Conferences on Water and Deser-
tification. He also recognized the human
rights issues of Indian people.

Mr. Lazar Mojsoy, President of the General Assembly, received the final resolutions from the
historic GenevaConference on American Indians from Mr. Romesh Chandra, Chairman of the
conference committee, onNou. 17 at the United Nations in New York.

Oren Lyons of the Iroquois Confederacy situation and how that is reflected in the
spoke about the concern American Indians General Assembly, a hearing before the
have about energy resources located on
Indian land and about the environment.
Mr. Mojsov told the delegation that the
U.N. was also concerned with these
issues, and that he appreciated and
supported our efforts in the international

Committee would not be possible at this
time. He said that we should continue to
work with the Human Rights Commission
and with the Non-governmental organiza-
tions.

on Transnational Corporations. This Com-
mittee has no permanent representative,
but the U.N. has an institute which studies
transnational corporations and works with
the Committee. They will recieve a copy of
the Geneva Report.

Preceding the meeting with the Presi-
dent of the General Assembly, the Indian
delegationwith Mr. Chandrahelda press
conferenceonNovember16 in theUnited
Nations. A dozen representatives of major
wire services and newspapers attended.
However, the press blackout of the Gen-
eva conference and Indian activities in the
United Nations continues. No major news-

The delegation also had a formal meet-
ing with the ambassador from Togo, who
his chairman of the African Group at the
General Assembly. Within the General
Assembly, nations have organized them-
selves into political and geographic
groups. The chairman of the African
Group was very sympathetic, and he will
make an official report about Geneva to

community.
J immie Durham spoke briefly about the

U.N, concern about areasofthe world that
are becoming deserts. According to the
U.N., North and South Dakota are becom-
ing deserts.
Larry Red Shirt then spoke about

problems facing people in South Dakota. the full AfricaGroup.
The Indian delegation then met with paper picked up the stories.

Salim Salim, U.N. ambassador from the
African nation of Tanzania, who is chair-
man of the Committee on Decolonization.
He was presented with the final report in
the Geneva Conference. He had a long
and sympathetic talk with the delegation.
The final resolution called for the Commit-
tee on Decolonization to take up the case
of American Indians. Mr. Salim advised
the Indians that because of the world

Among the recommendations from the
Geneva Conference, October 12 was des-
ignated as an annual day of solidarity with
Indian peoples. Other resolutions concern
the land, treaty, and human rights of In-
dian people. (The entire document with
commission reports and speeches is avail-

We had thought that there was a
possibility of speaking before the General
Assembly. For that reason, we asked
several people from around the country to
come to New York. It turned out that this
was not possible, and we tried to tell
people who were coming not to come. We
were not able to get the word out as well
as we should have. We're sorry about theable for $1.00.)
confusion.The Indian delegation tried to take the

Geneva Report to the U.N.'s Committee
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Reservation Economic Development
Whatever Happened to Fairchild?

by Roxanne Dunbar Ortiz directors received $1,588,792 during the
same year. The company's profits average
$41 million yearly. Fairchild and other
multi-national corporations fear the job
security which workers might gain with
organization. The multi-nationals' objec-
tive is high profits, not to provide jobs,
decent wages, and job security. Only by
manipulating the labor force and keeping
unemployment high can such corporations
maintain super-profits.

and Crow reservations in Montana at an
alarming rate.

FAIRCHILD CORPORATION was the
largest industrial employer in New Mexico
and the largest industrial employer of
Indians in North America until 1975 when
the plant closed down its Navajo operation
after labor disputes and an occupation of

The present economic program for
capitalist development planned by the
tribal governments under Bureau of In-
dian Affairs direction to bring multi-na-
tional corporations to reservations is
doomed to failure. The result is further
improverishment of the majority of the
people and destruction of the fading
subsistent pastoral, agricultural, and fish-
ing economies. What is resulting with the
program is the development of a native
economic and political managerial class
tied to and dependent on the multi-nation-
al corporations, similar to the national
elites of other colonized areas of the
world.

the plant.
In 1969 when the Shiprock plant

opened, nearly 1200 Navajos were em-
ployed. In 1974, there were 1000 Navajos,
95% of the total work force at the plant.
During the year preceding the 1975
occupation, the Navajo work force had
shrunk to 600 due to 'resignations,'"
claimed executive Fred Hoar of the
Mountain View, California central office.
The Navajo workers claimed they were
laid off. Just before the occupation, 140
Navajo workers were suddenly laid off.
For those Navajos who had gained senior-
ity and promotions, a policy of replace-
ment was at work. One Navajo woman
foreman with eight years seniority was
replaced by a white man who had worked

IMPROVERISHMENT: Fairchild and
other multi-national corporations have
been laying off workers all over. Fairchild
laid off 7500 workers industry wide pre-
ceding closure of the Navajo plant. In the
last slump in the industry, 1970-71, 9000
workers were laid off. Yet Fairchild
opened new plants, such as the one in
Indonesia, where the workers are paid 12
cents per hour! How Fairchild gets by with
such exploitation and how they pulled out
breaking the lease with the Navajo can
only be understood in the context of

REPRESSION OF RESISTANCE: The
theft of Indian land, water, timber and
mineral resources is accelerating daily and
is at the core of Carter's Energy Plan.
Indian leaders and participants in actions,
demonstrations, and community organiz-
ing are systematically eliminated by as-
sassination, imprisonment, intimidation,
and bribery. The new direction of Indian
peoples to address these grievances to
international bodies, to other former col-
onies now liberated and liberation move-
ments is necessary for survival.
struggle for self-determination of Indian
peoples must become an international
İssue. D

colonialism.
COLONIAL DEPENDENCY: In colon-

ized areas, the crisis of the capitalist
economy are particularly hard hitting. The
annual average income of a Navajo is
$1500. The unemployment rate reaches
70%. The U.S. government licenses trad-
ers on the reservations who prey on Indian
peoples with an average of 30% markups
on inferior commodities. Navajo territory,
about the size of the state of West-
Virginia, has only 1,425 miles of paved
roads compared with one of the poorest
states of the U.S., West Virginia, which
has 32,081 miles of paved roads. These
figures are common to all Indian reser-
vations. (Data from Traders on the Navajo
Reservation, Southwestern Indian Devel-

at the plant for twoyears.
RAČISM: The justification for the lay-

offs and the attitude of industrial employ-
ers in and around Indian country and
communities is that Indian workers are
instable and undependable. However,
statistics contradict the racist allegation.
The failure rate in production at Fair-
child's central plant in California was 30%
compared with 5% at the Navajo plant in

The

Continued next issue: "Alternatives to
Capitalist EconomicDevelopment1975.

WORKERS ORGANIZING: The fact is
that the Navajo production workers at the
now closed plant were trying to unionize
during the year preceding the closure.
Fairchild management used every device
to prevent organization just as they have
in their other plants around the world
including their central plant in California.
Forced resignations' of unionadvocates

Tutermational
Dudian

Treaty Couneil
opment, Inc., Window Rock, Ariz. 1968)
Indian peoples of the Americas are

presently trapped in colonial dependency
relationships. In the United States, go-
vernment recognized tribal councils, de-
pendent on the U.S. for their authority,
continue to cooperate with the multi-na-
tional corporations and experiment with
capitalist development. Fairchild and
other corporations are allowed to lease
land and facilities. They deplete Indian
land and resources and exploit Indian
labor, adding nothing except temporary
low wages to the economy of the reser-

The Intėrnational Treaty Council was
founded at the First International Indian
Treaty Conference on the Standing Rock
Siouz Reservation, co-sponsored by the
Standing Rock Tribal Council and the
American Indian Movement in June1974.

was one method.
MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX:

Fairchild's production is military related,
and like the entire U.S. economy, fluc-
tuates with wars and depressions. In order
to maintain profits with growing labor
resistance and the slumping economy,
Fairchild has moved into colonial areas
which are dependent on U.S. capital.
Fairchild has plants in Singapore, South
Korea, Hong Kong, Japan, Mexico,
Brazil, and Indonesia. The facility in the
Navajo nation is one example of Fairchild

Four thousand delegates from 97 nations
directed the Treaty Councl to work for
international recognition of thesovereign-
ty of Indian Nations. The nternational
Indian Treaty Council has consultative
status in the Ünited Nations with offices at
777 United Nations Plaza, New York, NY,
10017. Telephone: [212] 986-6000. The
Treaty Council News is the official bulletin
of the International Indian TreatyCouncil
and is published monthly by the American
Indian Treaty Council Information Center,
870 Market St., San Francisco, CA 94102.
Telephone: (415] 434-4917. Staff for the
Treaty Council News is Roxanne Dunbar
Ortiz, Jimmie Durham, Simon J. Ortiz,
and Pal Smith.

vations.
DEVELOPMENT OF UNDERDEVEL-

OPMENT: Capitalist economic develop-
ment is the program for American Indian
reservations and is being applied most
intensely to the Navajo reservation as the
largest Indian land base. However, all In-
dian reservations and communities are
beginning to develop programs of capital
development and tourism to a greater or
lesser degree. Resource extraction is
taking place on the Northern Cheyenne

seeking cheap, colonial, "docile" labor.
COLONIALISM, LOW WAGES, AND

PROFITS: Fairchild pays the lowest wages
possible, generally hiring women who are
contemptuously (and erroneously) re-
garded as less militant workers. The total
payroll for the 1000 Navajo workers at the
Shiprock plant was less than $1 million in
1974. However, Fairchild's 23 officers and
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Decolonization, Liberation and the International Community
were getting into, or where it might lead zation's work. A large part of the process
us. Many of us thought that seeking isone of learning - andteaching:Learn-
recognition by the United Nations was our ing the steps other liberation movements
goal, but not knowing what that would havetaken,andteachingthe international
or even if it was possible. Some have community about our own situation, so

that they may know how best to give us

INTERNATIONAL WORK: The Inter-
national Indian Treaty Council is a non-
'governmental organization (NCO) in Con-
sultative Status Il with the Economic and
Social Council of the United Nations. The
Treaty Council is also a member of the
Special Committee on Human Rights of
ECOSOC and its Sub-Committee on Ra-
cism, Racial Discrimination, Apartheid,
and Decolonization which sponsored the
conference on Indigenous Peoples of the
Americas in Geneva in September.

become disillusioned that we have not
moved faster than we have. Most are just
confused about what the process is and
what it means to our day to day struggles
and lives.

support and publicize our struggles.
When we began this work we saw it as a

first stage of development to gain recog-
nition of our sovereign nations in the
world community. Perhaps we have un-

tion, is a slow, painstaking process. What derestimated the importance and value of
the colonialists accomplished over the past our present work in overemphasizing the

larger goal. As an NGO, an international
organization, we relate to hundreds of

Decolonization, or a better term, libera-

On November 10-11, the NĠO Board
held its meeting at the United Nations in
New York. Treaty Council staff members,
Jimmie Durham, Allene Goddard, and
Roxanne Dunbar Ortiz attended the Board
meeting. J immie Durham presented a
summary of the conference in Geneva.
Many NGOSwhich were not able to attend
the conference in Geneva were at the New
York meeting. The President of the NGO
Board, Mrs. Edith Ballantyne, who was
Secretariat for the Geneva Conference,
presented the official report of the con-
ference to the NGO Board.

four centuries cannot be overcome easily.
We, the native peoples of the Americas,
are in the weakest position, as the first other international organizations.
colonized. We live, as Russell Means said
at the Geneva Conference, in the belly of
the monster. The tools of U.S. colonialism
toward Indians in the U.S. are subtle and
difficult to resist. The most advanced
methods are used to pacify Indian people,
at the same time that genocide continues.
The U.S. uses newspapers, TV and the

educational system to convince people in
America that the U.S. is the most humane

It is more important that we
organize world opinion now, than that we
get recognition by the United Nations. The
former colonies which have been able to
achieve liberation and get U.N. recogni-
tion have done so only after decades of all
out war. Some, like the Puerto Rican
movement, are in about the same position
as ourselves, though they began to ap-
proach the international community nearly

INDIAN WOMEN: The Women's Inter-
national Democratic Federation, a NGO, is
particularly active in preparations for the
Year of the Child, and has encouraged the
involvement of Indian women. WIDF has
affiliates all over the world, including the
women's organizations of Angola, Mo-
zambique, the Atričan NationalCongress
(South Africa), and Vietnam. Allene
Goddard, Fern Eastman, Loralei Means,
Marie Sanchez, Roxanne Ortiż, and other
women active in the Treaty Council plan to
organize a conference of Indian women to
plan participation in the international
events around the Year of the Child. This
conference should be held in the early
spring. The women are seeking sources of
funding to provide transportation and
housing for Indian women to attend the
conference. Women interested in organiz-
ing in their local areas for the conference
should contact the Information Center in
San Francisco.

country in the world. 20 years ago.
How then do we proceed? The main

purpose of the Treaty Council organization
and its work is to organize international
support. To do this, it is of primary impor-
tance that we be unified, that we work
through the organization, that we take the
initiative to relate our work to the organi-

These comments are not meant to dis-
Courage people in the continuing work to
be done. Rather it is to bring a sober and
serious recognition of the difficulties. We
are face to face with the most powerful
and organized colonial power that has ever

the
(continued on page 4)

existed, and which still dominate

Our Enemies are Trying to Confuse us

The Treaty Council staff has learned
much about the U.S. methods by observ-
ing over a period of time how it works in
the U.N. and in international conferences
and movements. For one thing, as many of
know from the exposęs of "Operation
Chaos' of the CIA, the U.S. attempts
to divide organizations. It also sets up
"parallel'' organizations, which look
good, and always have a lot of money, and
they then try to organize the people. An

to disrupt the conference or merely give
an appearance of division, her tactics
failed because of the unity and one voice
of the legitimate delegates and the aware-
neşs on the part of the conference
organizers of such tactics, From some
sources we have heard that she is organiz-
ing a similar delegation to do disruptive
actions àt the General Assembly and un-
doubtedly good Indian people will be
misled to think this would be an effective
way to get world attention. The Treaty
Council is not associated with such tactics
and recognizes the hand of the U.S.
government in these activities. People
should be warned to give careful. thought
to such suggestions.

Another event of importance to Indian
youth is the International Youth Festival
to be held in Havana, Cuba, in June 1978.
This festival will be attended by thousands

example of this is the World Council. of
Indigenous Peoples and there are others
and will be still others.
An example of parallel organizing was

experienced by those of us who attended
the conference in Geneva. One Hannah
Marstrand, a person well known in inter-
national circles as representing multi-
national corporations and various facist

of young people from all over the world.
The Human Rights Commission of the

United Nations will be holding its regular
meeting at the U.N. in Geneva next
spring. The Treaty Council will be allowed
one delegate, and Jimmie Durham, of the

Another tactic the U.S. uses is to buy its
Own Indian representative to disclaim our
demands and documentation and to say
we are not representative of "good'" In-
dian people. Kirk Kickingbird, Indian
attorney with the Institute for the Devel-
opment of Indian Law, allowed himself to
be used by the U.S. government by
coming to Geneva for the United States
government. In Belgrade, where the Hel-
sinki Accords on Human Rights are being
discussed, the U.S. also has an Indian
delegate on hand in case the human rights
violations of Indian people in the U.S. are
brought up.

New York office, plans to attend and regimes, managed to organize a number
of important and dedicated Indian leaders
to go to the conference separate from the
delegates organized by the Treaty Council
and the Institute for the Development of

Law. She rented an exclusive
Alpian ski resort for the Indians and buses
to transport them to the conference daily.
She even managed to get several dele-
gates away from the legitimate group to
join her group. Whether she had in mind

report regularly on the proceedings.
These activities may seem remote and

unrelated to the day to day survival our
people experience in the cities, towns, and
on the reservations, and in the countryside
of this land. When the Treaty Council was
founded at Standing Rock in June, 1974 by
5000 Indian people from all over the conti-
nent, we did not know exactly what we

Indian
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AIM FOR UNITY PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM
THE TREATY COUNCIL INFORMA-
TION CENTER: 870 MARKET ST.,
#438, SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 94102

Several hundred people attended a con-
ference in Minneapolis organized by the
American Indian Movement national of-
fice co-sponsored by the Federation of
Survival Schools and the International
Indian Treaty Council Novemberr 9-13.
Meetings were held at the Minneapolis
Indian Center and at the Heart of the
Earth Survival School. The agenda co-
vered a wide range of important topics and
issues, the foremost being Indian political
prisoners and the funding and direction of
the survival schools. Representatives from
the many defense of political prisoners
committees from all over the continent
attended and reported their work and
organizers and students from several
survival schools met separately and in

School House in the Twin Cities receive
substantial federal grants. The We Will
Remember School on the Pine Ridge
reservation receives no federal funding.
One participant suggested that funding
reservation projects is different than fund-
ing for urban Indian projects. On the
reservation, it is almost impossible not to
be controlled by the federal funds re-
ceived. All agreed that preparations must
be made for the inevitability of withdrawal
of federal funding in any case, and that
programs should not be dictated by
federal guidelines.

• The Geneva Conference: Official
report by the International Indian
Treaty Council on Discrimination
Against Indigenous Populations in the
Americas September 20-23'" held at the
United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland.
Includes speeches by Indian delegates
UN and international organizations
observers and delegates, Commission
Reports, and the Final Resolution of
the Conference. Special edition, 35
pages with photos, on heavy beige
paper. $1.50.

• The Great Sioux Nation: Sitting inThe question of federal funding arises
at every level of Indian organizing. Pro-
grams begun with federal funds tend to
die when the funds are withdrawn. That is
the federal strategy in controlling Indian
people and programs. The question of
federal funding should not be regarded as
a moral question, but as a political ques-
tion. The real question is not whether to
apply for and use federal funds, but
whether we are organized enough to use
the funds to build firmly rooted programs
that will continuewhen the federal funds
are withdrawn. Perhaps only the exper-
iences we are now having will tell us the

Judgment on America by Dr. Roxanne
Dunbar Ortiz. An oral history of the
Sioux Nation and its struggle for
sovereignty, based on and including
testimony heard at the "Sioux Treaty
Hearing" held in December, 1974 in
Federal District Court, Lincoln, Ne-
braska. 224 pages; 22 photos. $5.95
paper; $10.00 cloth. (For more than two
copies please order from Random

general sessions.
The conference appeared to be divided

along several lines. However, the dis-
agreements expressed were recognized as
the burning issues of Indian people
presently.
The defense groups expressed the dif-

ficulties of funding and organizing to
support the political prisoners they repre-
sent. Groundwork was laid for the devel-
opment of a national defense organization
which could co-ordinate defense activities.
In every case, United States political
repression of Indian activism was demon-
strated. Treaty Council representatives
summarizes the actions taken to bring
attention to international organizations
and the United Nations, the nature of
political repression against Indians. With
international pressure, the U.S. will be

House, Westminster, Md. 21157.)

• The Declaration of Continuing In-
dependence: The founding document
of the International Indian Treaty
Council. 11 x 17"" poster in yellow, red,

answer to that question.
There is no doubt that the We WilIl

Remember endeavor at Pine Ridge will be
closely watched and supported by all of
us, because if they can find a way to build
a people's school without federal money,
and an economic base to expand upon,
this development will provide a model for
such activities on Indian reservations

and blue. $1.00.

• Treaty Council News: Official Bul-
letin of the International lIndian Treaty
Council. Monthly $6.00/year. $1 for
each back issue.

must be organized, build the organization
to carry on a consistent and unifiedforced to back down with such tactics. across the country.
mission in the world community.In the meantime, hundreds of Indian

prisoners face years of isolation and
repression and must have immediate aid.
The Leonard Peltier Defense Committee
reported on the Marion, IIl. federal prison
where Peltier is presently incarcerated
along with other "high risk'" prisoners,
many of whom are political activists,
including a number of Puerto Rican libera-
tion leaders. The mind-control methods
developed at the Marion prison were
explained and is being exposed to the
public. Frame-ups, such as in the cases of
Sid Welch, Skyhorse and Mohawk, the
Warledos in Oklahoma, and others were
carefully documented. One suggestion
was that the defense committees central-
ize and link up with other anti-repression
organizations such as the National AI-
liance against Racist and Political Repres-
sion, and also to get Amnesty Interna-

The conference preceded the annual
National Indian Education Association
convention held in St. Paul at the conven-
tion Center November 7-10. The conven-
tion was poorly attended this year in
comparison wit the 5000-7000 attendance

We must make our position very clear
to the world community and we must
inform ourselves of the international situa-
tion and the way in which the colonialists
work if we are to resist, grow, and even-
tually triumph in the liberation of Indian
people from bondage. Internally, among
ourselves, in our own communities there
are many issues to be discussed- our
world view, religions, social systems, how
we relate outside our communities to other
Indian people and to non-Indian people. In
the international community we must
speak with one voice, clearly, and not
bring our internal differences to the world
to resolve. Only we can do that. We must
find those common grounds, and they are
many, to present to the world as INDIAN
people-one people. When we go to the
world community we must speak for all
Indian people, not for any one tribe or
even many, but as one people with a
common oppression. Only then will we be
heard and will our support grow, so we
may be freer to carry on our many and
varied struggles throughout the hemis-

at past conventions. O

INTERNATIONALWORK

world economically. Though the U.S. is
losing power politically, it still has tremen-
dous resources at its command to control
much of the world. We must take great
care in our work. We will make mistakes,
but we can learn not to fall into the traps
that the U.S. sets or respond to the propa-
ganda it creates to divide and destroy our
movement. The U.S. tries to use every-
thing to its advantage. It has political and
social scientists, biologists, ethnologists,
legal experts, and every imaginable kind
of technological data andequipment at its
fingertips to inform it of themoves to take.
We must, like other liberation move-
ments, outsmart that mechnical brain-
power and we can. But we must think and

tional to take on the cases.
A critical discussion took place for many

hours and many days among survival
school students and organizers with no
clear resolution. The question concerned
funding, particularly federal funding. The
Heart of the Earth and the Little Red plan very carefully and cautiously, and we phere. O


