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and defend the human rights of
Indigenous Peoples intemationally.

IITC's delegation at this session
included Indigenous representatives
from 5 countries (US, Canada,
Mexico, Panama, New Zealand and
Guatemala). The IITC has s
participated in each session of the
Working Group to date, focusing on
defending the text of the Declaration
that was adopted in 1994 by the UN
Subcommission for the Prevention of
Discrimination and the Protection of
Minorities after a 12-year drafting
process in the UN Working Group on
Indigenous Populations. Throughout
this process, most of the changes to
the original Subcommission text
proposed by states, including the
United States, attempted to seriously

o

Indian NationsDelegates to lst UnitedNations NGOConferenceon "Discrinnination Against
thelndigenousPopulations oftheAnnericas,"Geneva,Switzerland1977 bt.511

hitbooHot
From December 5h to the 16,
delegates from the International
Indian Treaty Council, along with
almost 100 other Indigenous
representatives from around the
world and many state (country)
delegations, participated in the I1
session of the United Nations

Intersessional Working Group on the
Draft Declaration for the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples in Geneva
Switzerland. The UN Commission on
Human Rights established the Working
Group in 1995 to approve a
Declaration that would be adopted by
the UN General Assembly to recognize

an undermineandweakentherights it
contains.dAt last year's session six Indigenous
delegates from throughout the
Americas staged a four-day hunger
strike and spiritual fast to call world
attention to these attempts to weaken
the recognition of Indigenous
Pcoples' rights. They reccived
hundreds ofmessages of support and
solidarity from Indigenous Pcoplcs
and supporters around the vorld
sparking the interest of many Tribes

"When The International Indian Treaty Council was founded in 1974,
our first assignment from our elders and Traditional leaders was to go
the United Nations to assert Treaty Rights because their was no way to
do that within the UnitedStateslegalsystem. It's clear that we areo
continuing to do that today, as we move towards adoption by the UN of
a strong Declaration for the Rights of Indigenous Peoples that fully
recognizes and upholds the rights that our ancestors fought for and that
are contained in the Nation to Nation Treaties and Agreements they
made with the settler governments. As Indigenous Nations we can and
will accept no less.*

and
communities
who are now
following this

- Wlliam Means, Oglala Lakota Nation
IITC Boardmember andCo-Founder C'ot Page 3



AMESSAGETO IITCSFRIENDSANDSUPPORTERSFROMTHEEXECUTIVEDIRECTOR

December 30, 2005

I hope this finds you all in good health and spirits as the year draws to a close. I
want to begin by offering our heartfelt thanks to all of you who supported the work
of the International Indian Treaty Council this year. This support came to us in
many ways, and the work we were able to do this year would not have been possible
without it.

In 2005, the ITC continued to work very hard to defend the rights and survival of
IndigenousPeoplesaround the world, bringing violations of Indigenous human
rights to light internationally and supporting critical grass roots and community
struggles.
These included, to name a few: the Gwich' in Peoples' struggle to protect the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge from oil exploitation, justice for Leonard Peltier and other
political prisoners,protection of Indigenous communities in the US, Mexico,
Guatemala affected by pesticides, mercury and other toxics, struggles for land,

treaty and water rights, protection of the Natural world and traditional ecosystems, safeguarding sacred sites and
cultural rights, protection of food sovereigntyand traditionalsubsistenceways of life, and work for the adoption of
strong Declarations for the Rights of Indigenous Peoples at the UN and the OAS.

We know you agree that this important work must go on so the voices of our grass roots Indigenous communities can
continue to be heard though the work of the ITC. I want to take this opportunity to update you about just a few of
our keyaccomplishments in 2005:

• IITC conducted over 60 consultations, training workshops andpresentations for communities, schools and
universities, tribes and organizations with over 8500 participants. Many more were reached through training
community trainers, media coverage and electronic outreach.

• ITC worked with tribes, communities, traditional foodproducersandelders to submit a-first-of-its kind complaint
to the UN Rapporteur ôn the Right to Food addressing impacts of environmental contamination (mercury
emissions, military toxics, industrial pollutants) on subsistence foods of Indigenous Peoples in the United States.

• ITC's Youth Mentorship Program continued to distribute the "Gold, Greed and Genocide" video and study guide
and to provide educational, activism and organizing opportunities for Native Youth. Over 85 high school and
college-ageIndian youthhavebeenmentoredto date.is

•In 2005, IITC credentialed, mentored, preparedand/or trained over 50 Indigenous representatives to attend 27
different United Nations, Organization of Americas States (OAS) and other international sessions to defend and
advance the recognition of Indigenous Peoples' Rights and address their concerns.

• 24 communities and organizations submitted documentation, testimony and text for 11 written and 4 oral IITC
interventions to the 2005 United Nations Commission on Human Rights.

• Over650 participants attended IITC's 31" Anniversary Treaty Conference August 3d -7h, 2005 in Ermineskin
First Nation, Alberta Canada, hosted by the Confederacy of Treaty 6 First Nations. The Conference theme was:
"Our Treaties are Sacred; We must protect them, as long as the grass grows and the river flows." The first day of
the conferencewas an "International Day of Solidarity Among Indigenous Youth and Elders," a first for ITC.

• Innovative community oriented educational materials andhandbookswere produced and widely distributed. ITC
also continued to publish its popular newsletter "Treaty Council News," ITC"s web page, www.treatycouncil.org
received up to 600,000 "hits" monthly, providing an effective tool for networking, education, organizing, urgent
action, delegate preparation, information dissemination and reporting back to communities.

Cont. Pg. 3
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• IITC advancedcommurnity-basedprojects with direct participation by affected IndigenousPeoples;These
included: "The Mercury and Tribal Health Education Project," addressing health and environmental effects of
mercury from the Californian Gold Rush in Northern California; the "IndigenousPeoples North-South Network
Against Pesticides," which grew to include members from 18 countries; a collaborative project with Heifer
International, its Indian Nations Program, and Indigenous communities for the development of community-based
projects for protection and restoration of traditional foods systems; and a new international Indigenbus Peoples"
information-sharing and solidarity Network addressing community impacts of mining (formed in August 2005).

• IITC worked with other Indigenous organizations and supportive countries to secure adoption by the UN General
Assembly of a 2nd UNDecade for the World's Indigenous Peoples, beginning on January 1, 2005.

• IITC's sunrise gatherings on Alcatraz Island (October and November), with a combined participation of over
6000, continued to build solidarity, promote "truth in history" focus public attention on ongoing struggles for
Indian survival locally and around the world.

I especially want to thank all of the foundations, individual donors, tribes and organizations who made financial or
other kinds of contributions to ITC in 2006. ITC receivesno government funding, and all donationsare tax
deductible. We conduct an annual fiscal audit, which is avialable to our donors upon request. We also work hard
to keep or overheadcosts to under 15% (13 % in 2004!) so the bulk of the support we receive goes directly to
program work to defend human rights, build community capacity and protect our Sacred Mother Earth.
We invite you to visit our web site for more information about IITC's wide range of work, and to find out how you
can become involved. We thank you once again for your friendship and we send our very best wishes and prayers
for a blessed winter season and a very happy New Year to you and your families.

Sincerely, detandenomn
Andrea Carmen
IITC Executive Director En Español,pagina4

process with greater
attention.

text language. We were very
encouraged that by working with
other representatives of
Indigenous Treaty Nations and a
group ofstates, mainly those that
have Treaty relationships with
Indigenous Nations, we were able
to reach consensuson strong
language which should be able to

From Cover consensus.

Indigenous delegations, as well as
many states, hąve expressed strong
disappointment that to date only two
of the 45 articles in the original text
have been provisionally adopted by
consensus of the Working Group in
its 11yearsof existence.butei u8L

The strong position, for no changes that
weaken the original text, is beginning to
have an effect. It seems that most state
delegations now understand Indigenous
Peoples will not accept less than the
"minimum standard" contained in the
Subcommission text, explained Andrea
Carmen, Yaqui Indian Nation and be adopted by the Working
ExecutiveDirector of the ITC, who Group."
attendedthisandprevioussessionsofi bt s6bs
the Working Group.

At the latestsession,which will
continue to meet for a final week,
from January 30th through February
3rd, 2006, there was some progress at
long last. A group of 23 articles and
preambularparagraphs, either in their
original form or with only small
changes which clarify, or even in
some cases strengthen the original
text, were agreed upon as ready to
present for final adoption by

But she added that, despite the first
Ttoaltsha ala signsofprogressinmanyyearsat

"In thecaseof Treaty Rights, in
keeping with the position of our
Treaty Nation affiliates from the US,
Canada and Aotearoa/New Zealand
andelsewhere, theIITC for the first
time in this process advocated foro
changes to strengthen the original

this session and the wide support for
strong language on Treaties in the
text, many issues remain
unresolved. “Full and effective

internationalrecognitionofo s
Indigenous Peoples' rights by the
UN is still threatened

Cont. Pg. 6

INTERNATIONAL INDIAN TREATY COUNCIL PAGE 3 21203 WINTER2006



UNMENSAJE ALOS AMIGOS DE CITI Y LASPERSONASQUENOS
APOYAN, DELADIRECTORAEJECUTIVASot

-4An s 30 de diciembre del 2005

Ojalá que al leer esta nota del fin de año, todos ustedes estén bien de salud y de espíritu. Quisiera iniciar estos
comentarios con un agradecimiento profundo a todos los que nos apoyaron durante este año con el trabajo del
Consejo Internacional de Tratados Indios. Recibimos varias y diferentes formas de aportes de todos ustedes,sinlos
cuales nuestros logros de este año no hubieran sido posibles.

En el año 2005, CITI continuó su arduo trabajo en la defensa de los derechos y la supervivencia de losPueblos
Indígenas en las distintas partes del mundo, denunciando las violaciones de los derechos humanos de losPueblos
Indígenas a nivel internacionaly dando nuestro apoyo a luchas críticas comunitarias y a nivel de base.

Algunas de las luchas con las cuales participamos incluyen: la lucha de los Pueblos Gwich'in para la proteccióndel
Refugio Silvestre Ártico Nacional en contra de la explotación petrolera; la justicia para Leonard Peltier y otros
presos políticos; la protección de las comunidades Indigenas en los Estados Unidos, México y Guatemalaafectadas
por los plaguicidas, el mercurio y otras sustancias tóxicas; las luchas por la tierra; la reivindicación de losderechos
consagrados por los tratados; el derecho al agua; la protección del mundo natural y de los ecosistemastradicionales;
la salvaguarda de los sitios sagrados; los derechos culturales; la soberanía alimentaria y las formas de vida de
subsistencia tradicionales; así como nuestro trabajo para que se adopten Declaraciones para los Derechos dePueblos
Indígenas con un sólido contenido tanto en las Naciones Unidas como la Organización de los EstadosAmericanos.

Sabemos que ustedes también son del criterio que este trabajo importante tiene que continuar, para que sepueda
escuchar las voces de nuestras comunidades Indígenas de base a través del trabajo de CITI. Quisiera tomar esta
oportunidad para presentar una coyuntura acerca de algunos logros claves de CITI en el año 2005:

•CITI levó a cabo más de 60 consultas, talleres de capacitación y presentaciones para comunidades, escuelasy
universidades, tribus y organizaciones, que contaron con una participación de más de 8500 personas. Asimismo,
difundimos información a muchas más personas a través de la capacitación de promotores comunitarios ynuestro
trabajo con los medios informativos e Internet.

•CITI trabajó con tribus, comunidades, productores de alimentos tradicionales y ancianos para presentaruna
denuncia histórica al Relator de las Naciones Unidas sobre del Derecho a la Alimentación, que da a conocer el
efecto adverso de la contaminación ambiental (emisiones de mercurio, tóxicas de procedencia militar,
contaminantes industriales) sobre las comidas de subsistencia de los Pueblos Indígenas en los Estados Unidos.

•El Programa de CITI de Capacitación por Trabajo Orientado ("Mentorship") continuó la distribución de lapelicula
"Gold, Greed y Genocide" [Oro, avaricia y genocidio] y la correspondiente guía para su estudio, con lo cual
creamos oportunidades educativas, de activismo y de trabajo organizativo para los Jóvenes Indigenas. Más de85
indígenas de la edad de estudiantes universitarios y de preparatoria han participado en este programa hasta lafecha.

•En 2005, CITI proporcionó credenciales, orientación, preparación ylo capacitación a más de 50representantes
Indígenas quienes asistieron a 27 diferentes sesiones de las Naciones Unidas, la Organización de los Estados
Americanos (OEA) y otrOs foros internacionales, donde trabajaron para defender y lograr el reconocimiento delos
derechos de Pueblos Indígenas y para dar a conocer sus inquietudes.

•24 comunidades y organizaciones presentaron documentación, testimonios y textos para 11 intervencionesescritas
y4 intervenciones orales de CITI ante la Comisión de Derechos Humanos de las Naciones Unidas del 2005.

inaiy c fCont.Pg.3
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•Más de 650 participantes asistieron a la Conferencia Anual de Tratados No. 31 de CITI, del 3 al 7 de agosto de 2005
en el territorio de la Primera Nación Ermineskin, Alberta, Canadá, patrocinada por la Confederación de las Primeras
Naciones del 6° Tratado. El tema de la conferencia fue: "Nuestros Tratados son Sagrados; los protegeremos, mientras
la grama crezca en el llano, mientras el agua corra en el río." La conferencia se comenzó con un "Día Internacional de
Solidaridad entre los Jóvenes y Ancianos Indígenas ," el primer evento de dicha naturaleza patrocinado por CITI.

•Se produjeron materiales educativas y manuales con una orientación comunitaria, los cuales se diseminaron
ampliamente. Asimismo, CITI continuó publicando su noticiero popular "Boletín de CITI." Nuestro sitio web,
www.treatycouncil.org recibió hasta 600 mil visitas por mes, sirviendo como una herramienta efectiva en el trabajo
de relaciones, educación, organización, las acciones urgentes, la preparación de los delegados, la diseminación de
información y la retroalimentación a las comunidades.

ie•CITI contribuyó a los proyectos comunitarios, apoyando la participación directa por parte de los Pueblos Indígenas
afectados, como, por ejemplo:El Proyecto de Educación y Salud Tribal sobre el Mercurio," ante los efectos
ambientales y sobre la salud del mercurio que se dejó como su legado mortífero la Fiebre de Oro en el Norte de
California; la "Red Indígena Norte Sur contra los Plaguicidas," que en la actualidad tiene miembros en 18 países; un
proyecto en colaboración con el Programa de las Naciones Indígenas de Heifer Internacional y las comunidades
Indígenas para la elaboración de proyectos comunitarios destinados a proteger y reestablecer los sistemas de
alimentos tradicionales; y una nueva Red Internacional de los Pueblos Indígenas para la solidaridad y el intercambio
de información relacionada con los afectos adversos de la minería sobre nuestras comunidades (la cual se formó en

agostodel2005). h
•CITI trabajó con otras organizaciones Indígenas y países que nos apoyaron para lograr la adopción por parte de la
Asamblea General de las Naciones Unidas General de una 2" Década de las sobre los Pueblos Indígenas del Mundo, a
partir del 1 deenero del 2005. i 75.2

•La celebraciones en la Isla de Alcatraz de CITI (de octubre y noviembre), contaron con una participación combinada
de más de 6000 personas, fortaleciendo la solidaridad y alentando "la verdad en la historia"e informando a la opinión
pública sobre las luchạs continuas para la supervivencia indígena a nivel local y en las distintas partes del mundo.

Quiero agradecer sobre todo a las fundaciones, donantes individuales, tribus y organizaciones que hicieron aportes
financierosuotrostiposdecontribucionesaCITIen2006.CITInorecibeningunosrecursosgubernamentalesy i
todas las donaciones pueden acreditarse contra los impuestos en los Estados Unidos. Se lleva a cado un auditoriaior
anual de nuestras cuentas, disponible a nuestros donantes al solicitarla. Asimismo, hacemos un gran esfuerzo para que
nuestros gastos generales no superen el 15% (jen el año 2004, este rubro llegó a sólo el 13% de nuestro presupuesto!).
Asi, la mayor parte del apoyo que recibimos va directamente a los trabajos de nuestros programas en defensa de los
derechoshumanos, el fortalecimiento de la capacidad comunitariay la protección de la SagradaMadre Tierra.aul 23

Les invitamos a visitar nuestro sitio web para más información acerca de la amplia gama de trabajo de CITI y de esa
manera informarse acerca de cómo usted puede

Reiterandonuestroagradecimientoporsuamistad, b3 i 2laivo
estarán en
Esperando
familias

Nuevolleno nc deA

tw onana2v3participar.0.ts-Ooa ustedes
oraciones.
ustedes y sus
un AñoteloT
bendiciones.

2 reg:nuestras iasLioR ely
naa Contenganque

Atentamente,s 8e 0s basonueannlsge
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From Pg. 3
Constructive Arrangements
concluded with States or their
Successors and to haveStates
honor and respect suchTreaties,
Agreements and other
Constructive Arrangements.

byproposals for
changes being pushed by a few
states, including the US, Australia
and New Zealand and Great Brittan,
especially on key provisions
addressing self-determination, land
rights and natural resources."

TREATY C

Nothing in this Declarationmay
be interpreted as to diminish or
eliminate the rights ofIndigenous
Peoples contained in Treaties,
Agreements andConstructive
Arrangements."

"IITC's affiliates have agreed that we
will not opposechanges in the
original text that have consensus
among the Indigenous participants
and that either strengthen or clarify it
without in any way weakening the
rights it nowupholds. But the ITC
reserves the option to maintain the
Subcommission text with no changes
at all if anyprovisions are included
at the end of the day that undermine
the rights of IndigenousPeoples,"
she explained.

Several delegations, including
Indigenous delegations and the
governments ofCanada,NewZealand,
Mexico and Venezuela took the floor
after Willie Littlechild spoketo

Wllie Littlechild speakingat the 32nd IITC
TreatyConference, Ermineskin Cree First
Nation, Alberta Canada, August 2005

perspective and do not believe it should
be allowed to impact the final language Support this language.

of the Declaration on Treaty rıghts. 1he willie summed up the currentstatusof
Declaration is intended to reflect a
universal and international perspective
and not be limited by the views or
policies of any one country.

these discussions, in the view of
IOIRD and Ermineskin FirstNation,
which is part of theConfederacyof
Treaty 6 First Nations:

In the last session only the United
States expressed major opposition to
the proposed language on Treaties
Rights contained in two preambular
paragraphs and one operative article
oftheDeclaration.The US,he
represented by both the State and
Justice Departments in the sessions,
continues to oppose international
recognition of Treaties or any
international mechanisms to address
Treaty violations, which are essential
elements for Indigenous
representatives.

Willie Littlechild, ErmineskinCree
Nation, AlbertaCanada,andmember of
the UN Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues representing
IndigenousPeoples in North America,
continued to take a lead role at this
session to insure that the final
Declaration contains strong language

"While I'm very encouragedbythe
current emerging consensus on the
cluster of paragraphs onTreatiesand
Agreements, we still need to be
vigilant in monitoring theremaining
wOrk to ensure we end up with the
strong proposed wording wepresented
after many seriousdeliberations.

R

eaolh upholdng TreatyRights ofIndigenous
Nations as legally binding internationaltis important that wehavestrong

US Justice Department officials
explained that they base their
position on the US doctrine defining
Indian Nations, even those with
which it signedNation-to-Nation
Treaties, as "domestic dependent
Nations" and therefore the Treaty
relationship and any disputes which
arise from it would beaddressed
only in a "domestic" context.

agreements. His organization, the
InternationalOrganization of
Indigenous Resource Development
((ORD), workedclosely with the ITC
at this session on the Treaty Rights
provisions. Willie presented the
following consensuslanguage for
operative Article 36 on Treaties in the
plenary:

wording on Treatiesbecausefor
Indigenous Peoples, Tribes and
Nations, this is a United Nations
Declaration of our TreatyRights.
Virtually every article in the
Declaration touches an elementof
our Treaties. Whether it's a right to
self-determination that is evidencedby
Treaty or IndigenousGovernment
affirmed by Treaties. Whetherthe
article is on Lands, Territories and
Resources, or health educationor
developmen.

"Indigenous Peoples have the right
to the recognition, observance and
enforcement ofTreaties,
Agreements and Other

Most Treaty Nations in and outside
the US strongly disagree with this

Cont. Pg. 7
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Whetherit'sabout InternationalTreatiesand O
free,priorand d Agreements.Todosowouldbeto

by the United Nations to hold a U.N.
Expert Seminar in an Indigenous Treaty
Territory has now taken on larger
importance. TheMaskwacīysCree of
the Treaty 6 Territory will host this
United Nations'meetingthis fall. As the
U.N Declaration could be making its
way to the U.N. General Assembly, the
U.N. Expert Seminar on Treaties,
Agreements and Other Constructive
Arrangements could be an important

From Pg. 6

informedconsent or spiritual
rights, all ofthese andmore are
Treaty Rights. Because they are
also inherent rights and inter-
national in character, we need to
maintain the integrity of the whole
Declaration.

put ourselves in potential breach or
violation of our own Treaties. We
have always tried to honour our
own Treaty obligations by
considering every proposal
presented from thisperspective. We
will continue to work in other
International arenas to elaborate
further ourunderstandingof
Treaties according to the original
spirit and intent as exemplified
through sacredceremonies.

WheneverStates talk about what
"States shall do" in the U.N.
Declaration, they are Treaty based
obligations. Therefore, we cannot
agree to lower standards than are
contained in our existing

time fora call toaction or acommitment
to follow up early implementation of the
U.N.Declarationon theRights ofoi
IndigenousPeoples, in particular, as it
appliestoTreaties." ,geThe historic decision that was taken

Excerpt from IITC Resolution on International Standards for
Defending Indigenous Peoples' Rights: Addressing the UN
Draft Declaration on the Rights of IndigenousPeoples

31" Anniversary International Indian Treaty Council Conference, hosted by
the Confederacy of Treaty 6 First Nations, Ermineskin CreeNation, Alberta

Canada,August3-7,2005 b aigah
"The delegates to this conference, representing Indigenous Peoples from North,
Central, South America and the Pacific adopt by consensusthe following resolution
regarding the international work of the IITC to defendIndigenousPeoplesRights

RESOLVETHE FOLLOWING...e s ereaso n sien

If the States or the Working Group President move forward to present a
weakened Declaration text to the UN Commission on Human Rights which falls
below the minimum standard represented by the Subcommission text, the IITC will vehemently object and will take
all appropriateand affective actions inresponse,both in andoutside of theUnitedNations, in coordination witha
other Indigenous Peoples.

bio

ITC will continue to reaffirm that anyproposals forchangesmust beassessedin light of the existing international
human rights laws, norms and standards and must not fall below these existing standards.

The Legally binding Nation – to Nation Treaties andAgreements, which were freely, entered into by Indigenous
Peoples with setler governments and other States constitute an important body of International law. These Treaties
alsoaddressand affirma wide range of the rights contained in the 1994 Subcommission text of the Declaration.
ITC will affirm that no proposals for changes to this text can beconsidered which fall below, undermine or violate
the rights of IndigenousPeoplesand Nations as affirmed in these Treaties.."

En Español, pagina 9
Adopted by Consensus August 7, 2005
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31st Anniversary Treaty Conference Ermineskin Maskwacîys Cree Nation
ces t y hostedby theConfederacyofTreaty 6 FirstNations, Alberta Canada

FromAugust3 -7,2005, thea and the Pacific (Hawaii and
New Zealand).InternationalIndianTreaty ot

Council held its 31st Anniversary
Treaty Conference in Ermineskin
MaskwaciysCreeFirstNation,s 6
Alberta Canada,hosted, hosted by
the Confederacy of Treaty 6 First
Nations, Canada. The Conference
themewas: "Our Treaties are
Sacred; We must Protect them,
as long as the grass grows and
the river flows." In total, over
650participants representings
Indigenous organizations,
communities and Nations from the
United States,Canada, Mexico,
Panama, New Zealand, Guatemala,
Alaska, Hawaii and Europe attended.

The Conference also
supported and builtawareness
about the struggles of
Indigenous Nations inCanada
and around the world to
protect their homelandsand
traditional territories,
subsistence practices and
ecosystenms and to safeguard
their traditional cultures,
ceremonial practices and

languages for futureHonor Song"ErmineskinMaskwaciysCree Nation,
Photo by Alex Redcrow generations. It providedana no eE

TheConfederacy of Treaty Six First
Nations is the united political voice
established to defend and protect the
fundamental Treaty and human rights
of the Treaty 6 First Nations. It
includes 19 First Nations from four
distinct language groups. The
Confederacy is dedicated to ensuring
that the terms, spirit, and intent of
Treaty No. 6, which was signed in
1876 with the British Crown, are
honored and respected, and to
upholding all First Nations Peoples' The conference was also
right to self-determination, including instrumental in building awareness
the right to choose their owna helik about thedevastatingeffects at the
governments and political structures
and to determine and direct their own affecting their health, social,
social,culural,spiritual ande ni sc economicandspiritualwell-being.
economic development.

"TheNations andPeoples of Treaty
No. 6 continue to have respectfor
and hold Sacred the true spirit and
intent of Treaty No. 6. However, the
government ofCanada, along with
the provincial governments,
continue to steamroll ahead with
theirmodernversionof Manifest
Destiny by instituting legislation,
policies and regulations that violate
the treaty and collective rights of
theIndigenousNations of Treaty
No. 6 territory. "

opportunity forIndigenous
representatives from manyNations
to present human rightsviolations
affecting their Peoples,develop
strategies to support community
struggles, share information, and
provide updates about theongoing
international work to defend
IndigenousPeoples' rihts.

Presentations and discussions
focused on the environmental and
human rights impacts ofmining,
drilling and mineral extraction,
protection of Indigenoustraditional
knowledge, Community health
issues; women and children's
rights; international standardsfor
recognition of Indigenousrights;
using international mechanismsto
address human rights violations;
protection of bio-diversity; and
strengthening Traditional
governments, sovereignty andself-
determination.

otirSbra

First Nations community level

lssuessuchasenvironmental s
contamination, youth suicide, high

nselzs
This Conference focused on key
TreatyRightsissuesfacing theviait a otherkeyissueswereeffectivelyand
Confederacy of Treaty Six First
NationsaswellasFirstNations c thehostNations. Mutualgr to
throughout Canada. Ron Lameman,
Bilateral Co-chair for the
Confederacy of Treaty 6 First Nations
and Board member of the
International Indian Treaty Council,
explained that:

So rates of Native incarceration and

lio movinglypresentedbymembers of One of the high points ofthe
conference was the first day,

understanding and joint strategies to
addressongoing violations of Indian
Treaty Rights were an especially
important result for participating
Treaty Nations from Canada, the US

August 3, which wasdedicatedto
an "International Day ofSolidarity
Among Indigenous Youth and
Elders," a day of sharing and
learning among youth Cont.Pg.9
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andelders of many Assembly for discussionand
Indigenous Nations.

Afairs andNorthernDevelopment
Centennial 2005 Grants Program (via
Treaty ), as well as ourhosts,for
their generous financial support. We
also express our heartfelt
appreciation to the many volunteers
and community members who worked

From Pg. 8

adoption by consensus on the last
This day provided a unique etaa) day. Theseresolutions will form the
opportunity to strengthen and 49u basis for IITC's program work and
revitalize our Nations from a
traditional perspective, and enabled
elders from the host community, as
well as other regions, to pass on their
stories, experiences, wisdom and the
history of their struggles to the next
generationof ourNations' leaders.ts

internationalpositions of a variety of
issues throughout the next year.

The IITC wishes to once again 1C to make this event asuccess.
thank our hosts theConfederacy of
Treaty 6 First Nations, Ermineskin
and Maskwachis First Nations. We
also thank all thosewho provided
financial support, including Kimo
Campbell and the Pohaku Fund, the
Lannan Foundation, Akonadi
Foundation, GrousbeckFamily
Foundation, Sky Crosby, Public
Welfare Foundation, Wallace
Global Fund, the Calvert Group,
Heifer International, Beaver Lake
Cree Nation and the Aboriginal

Selected IITCConference
Resolutions found on Pages 7, 9, 17
& 20-28. Complete collection at
www.treatycouncil.org

Culturalprogramstookplace eacho
evening. Another key aspect of the
conference were the Commissions, in
which participants whose work
focuses on specific areas and issues
met together to network, share
information, and draft resolutions and
positionstatementswhich werei
presented to the Conference General

Resoluciones seleccionadas de las
conferencia de CITI se encuentra
en las páginas 7,9,17y 20 a 28. La
selección completa se encuentra en
www.treatycouncil.org

Extractos de la Resolución sobre Normas Internacionales en Defensa de los Derechos de
los Pueblos Indígenas en los cuales se aborda el tema de la Declaración de las naciones

Unidas sobre los Derechos de los Pueblos Indígenas

Conferencia del CITI en su 31°Aniversario, En la Nación Cree Ermineskin, patrocinada por la
Confederación de Primeras Naciones del 6° Tratado, Alberta, Canadá, de 3 a 7 de agosto del 2005

"Los delegados a esta conferencia, que representan a distintos Pueblos Indígenas del Norte, Sur y Centroamérica y las
islas del Pacifico, adoptan por consenso la siguiente resolución acerca del trabajo internacional del Consejo Internacional

de Tratados Indios (CITI) en defensa de los derechos de los Pueblos Indígenas...

RESOLVEMOS.. neioCH
Si los Estados o el presidente del Grupo de Trabajo proceden a presentar un texto debilitado para la Declaración ante
la Comisión de Derechos Humanos de las Naciones Unidas que no consagre las normas mínimas sostenidas por el
texto de la Subcomisión, CITI protestará vigorosamente, tomando todas las acciones apropiadas y efectivas ante tal
situación, tanto en las Naciones Unidas y fuera de dicha entidad en coordinación con otros Pueblos Indígenas.

CITI seguirá reafirmando que cualquier propuesta de cambio deberá evaluarse a la luz de las actuales leyes
internacionales en materia de derechos humanos y con las normas y estándares internacionales ya existentes, y que
no puede dejar de cumplir con las mismas.s

Los Tratados y Acuerdos legalmente vinculantes entre Naciones que los Pueblos Indígenas han celebrado con los
gobiernos de pobladores y otros Estados, constituyen un importante componente del derecho internacional. Estos
tratados también contemplan y sostienen gran parte de los derechos que se consagran en el texto de la Declaración del
1994, aprobada por la Subcomisión, CITI sostendrá que ninguna propuesta de cambio a ese texto podrá tomarse en
consideración si no cumple o si debilita o viola los derechos de los Pueblos y Naciones
Indígenas consagrados enestos Tratados..." English version onPage7

Adoptada por consenso, 7deagosto del 2005
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«SOBERANIAALIMENTARIA Y CONOCIMIENTO TRADICIONAL
Fragmento de un documento presentado por Estebancio Castro Diaz a nombre
del Consejo Internacional de Tratados Indios al Taller del Foro Permanente
sobre Cuestiones Indígenas de las Naciones Unidas sobre Conocimiento

Tradicional, las Naciones Unidas y los Pueblos Indígenas

agricultura sostenible ydesarrollo
rural. Las entrevistas demostraronla
importancia de la producción de
alimentos tradicionales para lacultura
e identidad de los pueblosindigenas.
Lo que claramente se observo fuel los
impactos negativos del desarrolloen
las comunidades indígenas.Muchos
quienes fueron entrevistados se
refirieron al desarrollo comouna
cuestión impuesta en suscomunidades,
mayoría sin consultación, acuerdoo
participación de la comunidad.Dichos
desarrollos debilitan la habilidad de
mantener la producción alimentaríade
los pueblos indígenas, la cual, ha
llevado a los pueblos indígenasde
sustituir su alimentación por la
alimentación extranjera o ajena,
incluyendo alimentación
genéticamente modificados. La
sustitución de la alimentación
tradicional no solo llevo a la pérdidade
producción de alimentos tradicionales
y culturalmente apropiados,sino
también en la pérdida deconocimiento
tradicional relacionado a laproducción
alimentaría. Esto también cre0
enfermedades, ha perjudicado lasalud
fisicamente y mentalmente entrelos
miembros de la comunidad. Estas
entrevistas también notaron la
degradación del medio ambiente y la
perdida de hábitat causado porestos
desarrollos y sus efectosnegativos
sobre la salud de la comunidad y la
habilidad de reproducir para lasfuturas
generaciones.

Soberanía Alimentaría y
Pueblos Indígenas

precondición de la Seguridad
Alimentaria,"
Conocimiento tradicional es un
concepto que abarca creaciones
tangibles e intangibles,
manifestaciones culturales,

Para los Pueblos Indígenas la
soberanía alimentaría y el
conocimiento tradicional está
profundamente identificado con la
Madre Tierra. Los pueblos indigenas tecnologias, ciencias, conocimiento
consideran estos dos conceptos
como de importancia fundanmental
para la relación entre los pueblos
indígenasy sus tierras, territorios y
recursosy para su sobre vivencia
cultural y espiritual.

sobre agricultura, diseios, literaturas y
artes visuales y de actuación derivados
de tradiciones orales y escritos.
Conocimiento tradicional esta también
conectado a las tierras y territorios
indigenas tradicionales, recursos
naturales y genéticos y es transmitido
de generación en generación.La definición de soberanía

alimentaría varia entre diferentes
sectores tales como los campesinos,
el sector privado y las organizaciones programas y acuerdosde libre
no gubernamentales. Es apropiado
para los pueblos indígenas usar la
definición originada de la
Declaración de Atitlan [de la lera
Consulta Global de los Pueblos
Indígenas sobre el derecho a la
Alimentación y a la Soberanía
Alimentaría, Guatemala, 2002] como recursos de los pueblos indígenas, al
un punto de referencia para el
propósito de este documento.
La Declaración de Atitlan expresa:

Políticas hacionales e internacionales,

comercio están teniendo un efecto
negativo sobre el derecho a la
alimentación y la soberanía alimentaría
de los pueblos indígenas. El actual
régimen legal permite a los gobiernos y
al sector privado de continuar
explotando las tierras, territorios y

mismo tiempo creando poco o nada
para el beneficio de los pueblos
indígenas.

La relación entre los Pueblos
Indígenas y su Medio Ambiente"la Soberania Alimentaria es el

derecho de los Pueblos de
definir suspropiaspoliticas y
estrategiaspara la producción,
distribución y consumo
sustentable de alimentos,
respetandđosus propias culturas
y sus propios sistemasde
manejo de recursos naturales y
áreas rurales. La soberania se
considera como una

Los pueblos indígenas han mantenido
por siglos una relación única con su
medio ambiente, incluyendo la
protección del medio ambiente, la cual,
es esencial para su soberanía
alimentaría y su seguridad alimentaría.

En 2004, el CITI condujo entrevistas
entre los pueblos indígenas para
determinar indicadores culturales para

Estas entrevistas también sirvieron
para destacar la importancia de
producción alimentaría y deseguridad
alimentaría a la bienestar y al
mantenimiento cultural y Cont.Pg. Il
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En cuantoalejerciciodederechosFrom Pg. 10

repuestas enfatizaron la relación entre
la producción de subsistencia
tradicional de alimentos y la práctica
del lenguaje y actividades culturales formas, incluyendo en una forma
tradicionales, historias de creación,
ceremonias, danzas y cantos. Para
pueblos indígenas viviendo en el
mundo natural la practica de la cultura,
lengua y la religión esta ligado a la
producción de alimentos tradicional.
Practicas culturales indígenas y
conocimiento tradicional están para reservaciones protegidos por la
asegurar la subsistencia y la sobre
vivencia de la comunidad y de
mantener el balance entre el mundo
natural, el medio ambiente y la gente.
La pérdida de su conocimiento
tradicional y su habilidad de proveer
para su propia subsistencia tradicional
es la perdida de su cosmovisión y
propósito, una profunda perdida
espiritual, una perdida de identidad
como persona y como pueblos.

conocimiento, la cual es antitética a
la visión indígena de conocimiento
tradicional la cual es colectiva y 9
compartidacon la comunidad.lil
Además, surgen conflictos cuando las
TRIPS permite materiales genéticos o
conocimiento tradicional sea usado
enunprocesoinventivo obot sqoq
incorporado a una invención sin una

participaciónyconsideraciónpor g
parte de los pueblos indígenasnfs
quienessuconocimiento trảdicional u
han sido tomados.

espiritual.To s
culturales protegidos bajo el

0articulo 27, el comitéobservaque
la cultura se manifiesta en muchas

particular de vida asociado con el
uso de los recursos de la tierra,
especialmente en el caso de los
pueblos indígenas. Ese derecho
quizás incluya actividades
tradicionales como la pesca o la
caza y el derecho de vivir en

ley. (Traducción no oficial)
Deestamanera,esesencialhildsd 2
desarrollar y diseñar un sistema suiu
generis paraproteger loso2coegti
conocimientos tradicionales de los
pueblos indígenas. Tal sistema tiene
que estarbasadoen el sistema desT
derechos de los pueblos indígenas.
Pueblos indígenas consideran que es
importante crear un sistema únicos
que pueda responder a las aigiboi
necesidades de sus comunidades. Es
apropiado introducir términos como
derecho colectivo yderecho detugs2
origen como lasbasesdel nuevou
sistema.

,:EVEl significado de la tierra y el medio
ambiente en la cultura y en la
espiritualidad de los pueblos indígenas Acuerdo sobre los Aspectos de los
estabasado en una cosmovisión donde Derechos de Propiedad
criaturas y plantas vivientes obtienen
un significado particular, incluyendo el
respeto por la madre tierra cual es un
valor fundamental para la continuidad
de la vida.Latransferenciade acuerdosrelacionadosbuscan
conocimiento tradicional combina
estas prácticas culturales en una forma intelectual. Los derechos de propiedad
cohesiva y tangible. Es imperante que
el derecho a la alimentación, seguridad individuales para crear monopolios
alimentaría y la protección del
conocimiento tradicional sea
reconocida, conservada y respetada
para que las prácticas culturales son
continuados y protegidos.

Intelectual Relacionados (TRIPS) 301Sula
OrganizacióndelasNaciones b
Unidas para la Agricultura y la
Alimentación (FAO) y Tratado
Internacional sobre los eoldauq
Recursos Filogenéticos para la
Alimentación y la Agricultura

El acuerdo de la Organización Mundial
del Comercio sobre la TRIPS y otros

uniformar los derechos de la propiedad

intelectual buscan promover derechos
Laparte II del tratadointernacional
reconoce la contribución de las
comunidades indígenas y locales y de
los campesinos en todas las regiones
del mundo, para la conservación y
desarrollo de recursos genéticos de
las plantas. Sin embargo, el tratado
no hace una referencia especifica a
los derechos de los pueblos

legales a través de la explotación
comercial de esta propiedad intelectual
por un periodo de tiempo.

Articulo 27 del Pacto Internacional
sobre Derechos Civiles y Políticos
establece el derecho a la lengua,
cultura y la religión. El comité de
Derechos Humanos, el órgano de
monitoreo del tratado ha determinado
que:

La aplicación de este régimen a la
propiedad intelectual de los pueblos
indígenas la cual es a menudo referida
como conocimiento tradicional ha
causado problemas. El concepto
occidental de propiedad intelectual
crea un monopolio para el beneficio
individual del "creador" de este

D indigenas.

El tratado también
establece un sistema Cont. Pg. 12
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multilateral de acceso
y distribución de

ambiente. Esto ha llevado unimpacto
negativo sobre nuestraseguridad
alimentaría. Pueblos indígenaspodia
beneficiarse de los acuerdos
comerciales que tenga comobaseslas
normas internacionales dederechos
humanos. Si los tratados de libre
comercio estuvieran basadosen
derechos humanos, el medioambiente
podía estar protegidos y laseguridad
alimentaría podía sermantenido.

From Pg. 11 los acuerdos de libre comercio de sobre
pescar, sobre producir productos
agrícolas y de usar una cantidad
excesiva de químicos para poder sobre
producir los productos.

beneficios que garantizan que
estados miembros tengan dęrecho a
facilitar acceso a 64 siembras de
alimento del 85% dela nutrición
humana del mundo. El tratado
también permite derecho de ono
propiedadintelectualsobre s
materiales derivados de recursos
genéticos bajo su sistemas
multilateral. Conocimiento
tradicional de pueblos indígenaseu
sobre las semillas y recursos
genéticos no están protegidos. Hasta
su habilidad de usar, cambiar y
cultivar su propia semilla tradicional
y cultivos o, si los derechos de los
pueblosindígenaspuedeser e
protegido por las legislaciones
naciones esta en duda.

EI Convenio sobre Biodiversidad
Biológica

EI Convenio sobre Biodiversidad
Biológica establece el desarrollo de un
régimen internacional paraacceso y
distribución de beneficios y asegura la
facilitación de acceso a y de
comercialización de conocimiento
tradicional y recursosgenéticos. Las
organizaciones de los pueblos indígenas los pueblos indígenas y dereconocer
han reiterado a través de reuniones de
CDB, la conferencia de partes y grupos indigenas sobre sus tierras,territorios
de trabajo de ABS que los estados
tienen que respetar y proteger los
derechos de los pueblos indigenas de
controlar sus tierras, territorios y de
proteger sus conocimientos y recursos
de explotación. Además, ellos han
indicado que el régimen internacional
propuesto tiene que estar consistente
con las normas y derechos humanos
internacionales.

El proyecto de declaración delas
Naciones Unidas sobre losderechos
de los pueblos indígenasbusca
activamente proteger losderechosde

los derechos colectivos de lospueblos

y recursos naturales. Además, el
principio de libreconsentimiento
previo e informado tal comoesta
incluido en la declaración esuna
norma importante que protegeráel
medio ambiente. Las agencias de las
Naciones Unidas deberían adoptarla
declaración para poder contribuir a la
protección del medio ambiente.

La falta de plena y efectiva soid
participación de los pueblos
indígenas en el proceso relacionado
al derecho a la alimentación y
soberania alimentaría disminuye
seguridad alimentaría para todos los
pueblos indígenas y contribuye a un
desastre segura en la deliberación de
alimentos. Además, negociaciones
de libre comercio,procesos y
programas son de poco apoyo puesto
que no proveen ningún apoyo a los
pucblos indígenas para su efectiva y
plena participación en estos procesos
internacionales o ninguna protección
a su conocimiento tradicional
relacionado a la alimentación.

se La negación de un derechohumano
como el derecho a la alimentación y
sus formas de subsistencia,

Uno de los asuntos principales para los
pueblos indígenas es lo que se conoce
informalmente la semillasasesinas yel particularmente paralospueblos
proceso que crea tal producto –
Tecnologia de Uso Genético restringido los derechos humanos incluyéndoel
(GURTS). Estas semillas no se pueden
reproducir. Para los Pueblos indigenas
que viven en agricultura, estas semillas derecho colectivo a la vida como
representan una relación desigual entre pueblos. Nuestros conocimientos
los que producen y los que tienen
derecho de que semillas están
disponibles para la producción.

indígenas, es una negación de todos

derecho a la cultura, desarrollo,
identidad y sobrevivencia - el

tradicionales es de importancia
fundamental a esa identidad y sobre
vivencia.

El uso de pesticidas en agricultura
contribuye negativamente al cambio
climático. La pesticida y fertilizantes
químicos usados por los campesinos
continúan destruyendo tierras, lagos
y ríos donde los pueblos indígenas
viven y sus semillas tradicionales,
plantas, vida silvestre, todos son
parte del conocimiento y origen de
alimentos. Los campesinos han sido
motivados por los gobiernos y por

3

Para la versión completadeeste
documento como también las
referencias o documentos
mencionados (declaraciónde
atlitan, el proyecto dedeclaración,
etc) por favor entrar a lapagina
web del CITI,
www.treatycouncil.org

Conclusiones tblu
Pueblos indígenas alrededor del mundo
han sobrevivido los efectos dañinos
causados por la agricultura industrial
destructiva. En muchos casos, hemos
encontrado contaminaciones en nuestros
ríos y degradación en nuestro medio
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obFOODSOVEREIGNTYANDTRADITIONALKNOWLEDGE"t
Excerpts from an IITC Paperpresented by Estebancio Castro Diaz te

to theUNPermanentForumonIndigenousIssues,Workshopon Traditional
en Knowledge,theUnitedNationsandIndigenousPeoplesbr

brico 21-23 September, 2005, Panama City its 9ne,otie2

designs, literatures, and, visual and
performance arts derived from oral and
written traditions. Traditional
knowledge is also connected to
indigenous traditional territories, lands,
natural and genetic resources and, is
transmitted from generation to
generation.

schemes that were imposed upon
their communities, most without
consultation, agreement or
participation by the community.
Such developments weakened the
indigenous people's ability to
maintain food production, which
lead to IndigenousPeoples oqu
substituting foreign or alien foods, ot
including genetically modified food.
The substitution of traditional food
not only led to a loss of production
of traditional and culturally
appropriate food, but in the loss of
traditional knowledge related to food
production. It also created disease,
poor physical and mental health
among community members. Those
surveyed also noted the
environmental degradation and loss
of habitatcausedby these lstoTiLo
development schemes and their

Food Sovereignty and
IndigenousPeoples soe

For Indigenous Peoples food
sovereignty and traditional
knowledge are profoundly linked
with Mother Earth. Indigenous
Peoples consider these two concepts
as critical to the relationship between
Indigenous Peoples and their lands,
territories and resources and, their
culturalandspiritual survival.s s

National and international policies,
programmes and free trade agreements
are having a negative effect on
Indigenous Peoples' right to food and
food sovereignty. The current legal
regimes allow governments and the
private sector to continue exploiting
Indigenous Peoples' lands, territories
andresourceswhile creating little if any
benefit forIndigenous Peoples.listul

Thedefinition of food sovereignty
varies as between different sectors
such as farmers, the private sector
and non-governmental organizations.
It is appropriate for Indigenous
Peoples to use the definition sourced
from the Atitlán Declaration [from
the lst IndigenousPeoples Global
Consultation on the Right to Food
and Food Sovereignty, Guatemala,
2002] as a point of reference for the
purposeof thispaper. The Atitlán
Declaration states:

n

ot)The Relationship between
Indigenous Peoples and their
Environment o iaatsaliatn negative effects on the community's

iRiaT p brswell-beingandabilitytoreproduce
BiagIndigenous Peoples have for centuries

maintained a very unique relationship
with their environment including the
protection of the environment which is
essential for their food sovereignty and
food security.

itself for futuregenerations.

The survey also served to underline
the importance of food production
and food security to the well being

"Foodsovereigntyis the right of
Peoples to define their own policies
andstrategiesfor the sustainable
production, distribution, and
consumptionof food, with respect
for their owncultures and their own
systemsofmanaging natural
resourcesand rural areas, and is
consideredto be a precondition for
Food Security."

Boi andmaintenanceofcultureand
In 2004, ITC conducted a survey
amongstIndigenousPeoples tongie
ascertaincultural indicators for a
sustainableagriculturalrural gblwo
development. The survey showed the
importanceoftheproductionof a
traditional foods to indigenous people's
cultures and identities. What clearly
came through was the impact ofo ho
development schemes in indigenous
communities. Many who were nTe
surveyedreferred to developmentWn

spirituality.Theresponses nA
emphasized the relationship between
theproductionoftraditional 2y
subsistence foods and the practice of
language and traditional cultural
activities,
stories of honiatsb
creation,se

Traditional knowledge is a concept
thatencompasses tangible and
intangible creations, cultural
manifestations, technologies,
sciences, agricultural knowledge,

ceremonies,
dance and
song. For
Indigenous

Sa bi Cont.Pg.14
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particular way of lifeassociatedwith
the use of land resources,especially
in thecaseof IndigenousPeoples.
That right may include such
traditional activitiesas fishing or
hunting and the right to live in
reservesprotected by law. «

traditional knowledge to be used in
an inventive process or incoporated
into an invention without the
deliberation and consideration by
those Indigenous Peopleswhose
traditional knowledge is being co-

From Pg 13 Peoples living in the
natural world, the

ctopractice of culture, languageand
religion is tied to the production of
traditional foods. Indigenous
cultural practices and traditional
knowledge are meant to insure the
subsistenceand survival of the
community and maintain the balance
between the natural world, the
environment, and people. The loss
of their traditional knowledgeand
their ability to provide for their own
traditional means of subsistence is
the loss of their world view and
purpose, a profound spiritual loss, a
loss of identity as self and as
peoples.

)

L-15 opted.
It is therefore essential todevelop
and design a "sui generis" system to
protect Indigenous Peoples'
traditional knowledge. Such a
system must be with basedon
Indigenous Peoples' rights system.
Indigenous Peoples consider it
important to create a unique system
which could respond to theneedsof
their communities. It isappropriate
to introduce the term "collective
rights" and "sources/origin rights" as
the basis of such a system.

The significance of the land and
environment in Indigenous Peoples'
culture and spirituality is based on a
holistic visionwhere all living
creatures and plants obtain particular
meaning, including a respect for
Mother arth, which is a
fundamental value for the continuity
of the life. Thepassingon of
traditional knowledge binds these
cultural practices together into a
cohesive and tangible form. It is
imperative that IndigenousPeoples
rights to food, food security and the
protection of traditional knowledge
are recognized and upheld so that
cultural practices are continued and
protected.

IITC representativeEstebancio Castro,
Kuna Nation, speaking at the UN Working Group on
Indigenous Issues, July 2005, Geneva, Switzerland

The UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) and
International Treaty on Plant
for Food and AgricultureTrade RelatedAspects of

Intellectual Property Rights

The World Trade Organization's
agreementon Trade Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights ("TRIPS")
and other related agreements seek to
standardize intellectual property rights.
Intellectual property rights seek to
promote individual rights to create legal
monopolies through the commercial
exploitation of that intellectual property
for a specific period of time.

Part III of the International Treatyon
Plant for Food and Agriculture
recognizes the contribution of local,
indigenous communities and farmers
of all regions of the world, to the
conservation anddevelopmentof
plant genetic resources. However,
the treaty does not refer specifically
to Indigenous Peoples rights.

The treaty also establishes
multilateral systems ofaccessand
benefit sharing thatguarantee
member states the right to "facilitate
access" to sixty-four food crops,
accounting for 85% of theworlds
human nutrition. The Treaty also
allows intellectual property rights
over material derived from genetic
resources under its multilateral
systems. Indigenous Peoples'
traditional knowledge ofseedsand
genetic resources are not protected.
Even their ability to

Article 27 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights establishes the right to
language, culture and religion. The
Human Rights Committee, the treaty
monitoring body of the covenant, has
determined that:

The application of this regime to
indigenous people's intellectual property,
which is often referred to as traditional
knowledge has caused problems. The
westernconcept of intellectual property
creates a monopoly for the benefit of the
individual "creator" of thisknowledge,
which is antithetical to the Indigenous
vision of traditional knowledge as
collectiveandsharedwithin theb
community. Further, conflicts arise when
TRIPS allow genetic material or

"With regard to theexercise of
the cultural rightsprotected under
article 27, the Committee observes
that culturemanifests itselfin
many forms, including a Cont. Pg. 15
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FromPg. l4
use,exchangeand cultivate their
own traditional seeds and crops or,
whether Indigenous Peoples rights
wouldbeprotected by national
legislationare called into question.

the CBD meetings, the Conference
ofParties ("COP") andWorking
Group on Access and Benefits
sharing ("ABS") that the parties
must respectand protect the rights of
Indigenous Peoples to control their
lands, territories and protect their
knowledge and resources from
exploitation. Further, they have
indicated "the proposed international
regime must be consistent with
international human rights laws and
standards."

Indigenous Peoples would benefit
from free trade agreements that have
as their basis human right
internationalnorms. If trade
agreements were based on hurman
rights, the environment would be
protected and food safety would be
maintained.

Thelack of effective and full
participationof IndigenousPeoples
in theprocesses relating to the right
to food and food sovereignty reduces
foodsecurity for all Indigenous
Peoplesand contributes to sure
disasterin the delivery of food.
Further, trade negotiations,
processes,and programmes are also
unhelpfulas they do not provide for
theeffectiveand full participation of
IndigenousPeoples in these
internationalnor any protection to
their food related traditional
knowledge.

The United Nations Draft
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples actively seeks to
protect the rights of Indigenous
Peoples and recognizes Indigenous
Peoples' collective rights over their
lands, territories and natural
resources.Further,theprinciple ofi
free and informed consent as
included in the Declaration is an
important norm that will help to
protect the environment. The United
Nations agencies should adopt the
declaration in order to contribute to
the protection of the environment.

Theuse ofpesticides in agriculture
contributesnegatively to climate
change.The pesticide and chemical
fertilizersused by farmers continue
to destroy lands, lakes and rivers
whereIndigenous Peoples live, and
their traditional seeds, plants and
wildlife, all part of traditional food
sourcesand knowledge. The farmers
havebeen encouraged by
governments and free trade
agreementsto over fish, over farm
anduse an excessive amount of
chemicalsin order to over produce
goods.

One of the major issues for
Indigenous Peoples is what is
colloquially known as terminator
seeds' and the processes that create
such products -Genetic Use
Restriction Technologies
(“GURTS"). These seeds are unable
to reproduce themselves. For
Indigenous Peoples who rely on
agriculture, these seeds represent a
unequal relationship between those
who grow and those who own the
right as to what seedsare available

Thedenial ofonehumanright suchsl
as the right to food and means of
subsistence, particularly for
IndigenousPeoples, is the denial of
all human rights including the rights
to culture, development, identity and
survival - the collective right to life
as peoples. Our traditional
knowledge is critical to that identity
and survival. pIb

2
z

The Convention on Biological
Diversity eo sfor production. Forthe full versionofthis

paper, as well thedocuments it
refers to (theDeclaration of
Atitlán, the Draft Declaration on
theRightsofIndigenous
Peoples,etc.) please log on to
IITC's website,
www.treatycouncil.org

Conclusions ast ua gala
TheConvention on Biological
Diversity (CBD"), establishes the
developmentof an international
regime for access and benefit sharing
and,ensuresthe facilitation of access
to, and the commercialization of,
traditional knowledge and genetic
resources. Indigenous Peoples'
organizationshave reiterated through

Indigenous Peoples around the world
have survived the damage caused by
destructive industrialized agriculture.
In manycases, we have found
contamination in our rivers and
degradation of our environments.
This in turn has led to a negative
impact on our food safety.
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WesternShoshonePetition for Public Support;
pb US Fails to Respond to UN CERD Request

treaties with Indian nations, as the
Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights has clearly established,"
said Oxfam America's Laura Inouye,
referring to an earlier decision by that
body which found the US Bureau of
Land Management had violated
Western Shoshone rights to due
process, property rights, and equality.
"A similar finding byUNCERD will
help the Western Shoshone press their
case for justice."

The United States government has
missed a year-end deadline to answer
questions posed by a United Nations
committee looking into charges of
federal harassment of the Western
Shoshone people.

But along with the WesternShoshone
traditional government, the Western

ShoshoneDefenseProject isriba
determined not to let the matter die.

The Western Shoshone maintain that
the US government, through a host of
measures including the seizures of
livestock and the imposition of heavy
trespass fines as well as attempts to
privatize large tracts of land to
multinationalgoldcompanies,iso
violating the rights of indigenous
people to their ancestral landssome
60 million acres that stretch.across
Nevada, Idaho, Utah, and California.
The Western Shoshone have now
launched a nationwide petition calling
on the UN Committee for the
Elimination ofRacial Discrimination, or
CERD, to act immediately toitOT1E
address the human rights violations
the Western Shoshone have long
endured.

"This isn'tjust aboutIndians. It's
about everybody," addedFishel. "It's
about land, clean water, clean air, and
protection of significantareas.This is
about not allowing the US government

WesternShoshone leader and elder Mary
DannpassedawayApril2005,shownherewith o place corporate interests before

human rights and environmental
concerns."

her sister Carrie who carries on the struggle.

government. At issue is the Western
Shoshone's contention that the land
is theirsrecognized as such by the
Treaty ofRuby Valley in1863 and

In August, a Western Shoshone
delegation traveled to Geneva, do
Switzerland, to speak with CERD
members and present their case.b
Another delegation plans to make acs that federal agencies along with oenergyandmining industries are03 second trip to Geneva in March

to present the petition in
person. The deadline for
signing the petition is Feb.28
ofthisyear.

Signon to thePetition at:e
(http://ga0.org/campaign/shoshone petition)

CERD was the committee that
issuedthe list of 10questions theOn2 trampling ontherights ofindigenous If we canget to theheart ofUS

people in a scramble to access the
valuable resources lying beneath the
land.

treatment of indigenous people,and
tell the truth about that treatment,government failed to answer by Dec. 31,

2005. The questionsare part of a request
for "urgentaction,"which, ifaccepted,
would allow the committee to open an
investigation into US conduct regarding
the land issues and the treatment of
indigenous people.

s ow we'regoingtogettothecoreof
cleaning up social justice issueshere
and wherever US and corporate
policies are affecting peoples' lives,"
saidFishel. •

"CERD is going to get a lot of pressure
from the United States to drop this thing
and not take it on as a formal urgent
action before the full committee," said
Julie Ann Fishel, the land recognition
program director for the defense project.

Protection of the land is critical to
the Western Shoshone's preservation
of their cultural and spiritual
integrity. But among the threats it
now faces is a plan to store nuclear
waste at Yucca Mountain and to
conduct open-pit gold mining at Mt.
Tenabo, both areas that are b
spiritually significant to the Western
Shoshone.

NARDi EELEQN

The appeal to CERD is the latest step in
a long-simmering dispute between the
Western Shoshone and the federal

"This is a critical land rights issue.
The federal government needs to be
heldaccountable for violating
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Resolutionin Support of the Urgent Action Request from theWesternShoshoneNation to
the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD)

31"Anniyersary International Indian TreatyConference,ErmineskinMaskwaciys Cree Nation, Confederacy
COMU of TreatyNo. 6FirstNationsTerritory,AlbertaCanada,August 3-7, 2005

social fabric, economy and ecology,
and

WHEREAS, the Western Shoshone
Nationhas lived in relationship with
theirtraditional homelands for an
unknownsuccession of ages, even to
this day. Western Shoshone culture,
spirituality, governance and economy
areinextricably connected with these
lands, and;

NOW, THEREFORE,BE IT
RESOLVED that the International
Indian Treaty Council, an Indigenous

WHEREAS, Westem Shoshoneleaders
have called upon the United States to
address land andresource rights of the
Western Shoshone; and,

Non-Governmental Organization
with Consultative Status to the
United Nations Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC), calls upon the

WHEREAS, the United Stateshas refused
to addressthese issueson a govemment to
government basis with WesternShoshone
leadership and the Westem Shoshone
Nation;

United Nations Committee on the
Elimination ofRacialDiscrimination to
act imediately upon theSecond
Amended Urgent Action Requestunder

WHEREAS, the Westen Shoshone
Nationentered into a Treaty of Peace
andFriendship with the United States in
1863which recognized the land
boundariesof the Western Shoshone.
ThisTreatywas not a treaty of cession,
butinsteadmerely allowed the United
States limited use and access of those
lands; and

ts EariyWarningProcedurefiledbythe
Western Shoshone to address this longWHEREAS, the United States is

currentlyengaged in or allowing activities standingdispute with the UnitedStates
which denyWesternShoshonecontinued before privatization, expansion of
occupation of theirancestrallandsand
threatenthesurvival oftheWesternoo ei proceedsany furtheronWestern
Shoshone people, their culture, social
fabric, economy and ecology; including
in particularprivatization ofWestern
Shoshone lands to multinational gold
companies, andexpansion ofopen pit
cyanide heap leach gold mining and
nuclear waste disposal on Western
Shoshone lands, and;

mining or nuclearwastedisposal

Shoshonelands. riWHEREAS,according to the United
StatesConstitution, the 1863 Treaty of
Ruby Valley is the Supreme Law of the
land; and

Adopted by consensus, August 7, 2005

The 14" Annual Western
ShoshoneDefense ProjectWHEREAS, in the 1787 Northwest

OrdinanceCongress declared that the
utmostgood faith shall always be
observedtoward the Indians, and in
theirlands, rights and liberty they shall
neverbe invaded or disturbed; and

b SpringGathering
Crescent Valley, Nevada

Friday May 19h to
Sunday May 21" 2006

WHEREAS, The UnitedStates
Government has been found to be in
current violation ofWesternShoshone
rights to property, to dueprocess and to
equality under the law by the Inter-
American Commission on Human
Rights, and;

"A gathering to protect the land,
thepeople,andfuture generations.

WHEREAS, the Nevada Territorial
Act, following the Northwest
Ordinance, stipulated that all Indian
land"shallbeexceptedout of theiookies
boundaries,and constitute no part of
the Territory of Nevada"; and

Comeshowyour support for the
1863 Treaty ofRuby Valley and the

WHEREAS, the United Stateshas
ratified the United Nations Convention

Sogobiawe all depend on."

A Formoreinformation:2
Western Shoshone Defense
Project phone (775) 468-0230,

on theEliminationofRacial
WHEREAS, the United States is
Currentlyengaged in or allowing
activities which deny Western Shoshone
continuedoccupation of their ancestral
landsandthreaten the survival of the
WesternShoshone people, their culture,

Discrimination and is therefore obligated
to ensure that its domestic laws and
policies are in compliance with
internationallyrecognizedstandardsof
human rights, and;

fax (775) 468-0237,s 1o
emailwsdp@igC.org

or cell phone 775397-1371
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INTERNATIONAL INDIAN TREATY COUNCIL
2390 Msson St., Sute 301
San Francisoo, CA 94110

i s53 Telephone(416)641-4482
70Fx(415)641-1298
email: itoreataOuncilorg

The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination

Urgent Action Process

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
United Nations Office at Geneva

1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland
August 11, 2005

RE: Amici Letter in Support,SecondRequest for Urgent Action under Early Warning Procedures,
Presented to the CERD Committee, by the Western ShoshonePeoples of the Timbisha Shoshone
Tribe, Winnemucca Indian Colony and Yomba Shoshone Tribe, v. the United States, Dated July 29,
2005

DearMembers of the CERD Committee,

Please receive our respectful greetings.

The International Indian Treaty Council (ITC), the oldest Indigenous Non-Governmental Organization with Special
Consultative Status before the Economic and Social Council, respectfully requests that the CERD Committee receive
and consider this amici letter of support and its attachments in its deliberations on the Urgent Action/Early Warning
petition by the WesternShoshonePeoplespresently found within the State of Nevada in the United States.

The attached Resolution, adopted by theconsensus of all Nations, Tribes, communities and organizations affiliated
with the IITC serves as the basis for our intervention.

We further recall the CERD Committee's GeneralRecommendation XXXII (Fifty first Session, 1997), which states
inpertinentpart:ak

5. The Committee especially calls upon Statesparties to recognize and protect the rights of indigenous peoples
to own, develop, control and use their communal lands, territories and resources and, where they have been
deprived of their lands and territories traditionally owned or otherwise inhabited or used without their free and
informed consent, to take steps to return those lands and territories. Only when this is for factual reasons not
possible, the right to restitution should be substituted by the right to just, fair and prompt compensation. Such
compensation should as far as possible take the form of lands and territories.

Referring to the right of restitution, we attach a chart of land held by the United States, showing that the United
Statesgovernment owns 87.6% of the entire State of Nevada (NV on the Chart). actual reasons exist whereby the
Western Shoshone lands could and should be returned to them.

The International Indian Treaty Council very muchappreciates the Committee's consideration of the Western
Shoshone petition under its Urgent Action processes,and their consideration of this amici letter. Please do not
hesitate to communicate with us on any question or comment you may have.

For all our relations,

Alberto Saldamando
IITC General Counsel
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teLa Conferencia Nacional de Ministros de la Espiritualidad Maya
de Guatemala Oxlajuj Ajpop

LE-mail:oxlajujajpop@intelnett.com/liderespiritualmaya@hotmail.com

COMUNICADOURGENTE: PROFANACIÓN YDESTRUCCIÓN TOTAL DEL
CENTROCEREMONIAL MAYA Y SITIO ARQUEOLÓGICO TULAM TZU

DENUNCIA
Ante la comunidad nacional e internacional que con autorización del Departamento de Monumentos Prehispánico y
coloniales y la Dirección del Patrimonio Cultural y Natural del Ministerio de Cultura y Deportes, la Unidad de
Calidad Ambiental de la Dirección General de Gestión Ambiental y Recursos Naturales del Ministerio de Ambiente
y Recursos Naturales, la Dirección de Construcción Privada de la municipalidad de Mixco departamento de
Guatemala; el día martes 27 de diciembre de 2005 CONSTRUTIERRA Y LEXUS SOCIEDAD ANÓNIMA, han
iniciado la profanación y destrucción total de los restos antiguos, piezas, objetos y el lugar sagrado y reconocido sitio
arqueológico Tulam Tzu ubicado en la cuarenta avenida final de El Naranjo Zona Cuatro de Mixco para desarrollar
el proyecto Condominio Cañadas del Naranjo.

SOLICITAMOS URGENTEMENTE
Al Doctor Sergio Morales, Procurador de los Derechos Humanos PDH, a la Señora Rogoberta Menchú Tum
Embajadora de Buena Voluntad de los Acuerdos de Paz, Comisión Presidencia Contra la Discriminación y el
Racismo, Comisión Nacional de los Acuerdos de Paz, Comnisión Presidencial de Derechos Humanos, Secretaria de
la Paz SEPAZ y al Consejo Asesor de Pueblos Indígenas de la Presidencia de la República de Guatemala que de
manera inmediata coordinen acciones legales para que se respeten: los derecho de los pueblos indígenas reconocidos
por leyes nacionales e internacionales, la conservación y protección del patrimonio cultural y natural y el
cumplimiento de los compromisos adquirido en el Acuerdo de Identidad y Derechos de los Pueblos Indígenas
reconocido en la Ley Marco de los Acuerdos de Paz.

HACEMOS UN LLAMADO
A lasdiversas instituciones, agrupaciones y organizaciones Mayas a pronunciarse contra la violación espiritual y
destruccióndel centro ceremonial Maya Tulam Tzu.

te ảr PORELDERECHOHISTORICO,ESPIRITUALCULTURALo sqiteslstTo
OXLAJUJ AJPOP

s rieugioro0 o CiudaddeGuatemala 30dediciembrede200S

To find out more about the North South Indigenous
Network AgainstPesticidesproject of the ITC, or
to order a copy of the "Pesticides are Poison"
handbook in English or Spanish, contact the IITC in
San Francisco, or email angel@treatycouncil.org.

Losplaguicidas IITC MATERIALS
ANNOUNCEMENT:SOn

|VENENQS IITC Pesticides arePoison"
booklet now available
online/“Los Plaguicidas son
Venenos" manual ahora los PlaguicidasNorte y Sur,"proyectodel CITI, o

Para más información sobre la "Red Indigena Contra

R disponible en internet: ie Venenos."en inglésoespañol,comuníquesecon
para pedir una copia del manual Los Plaguicidas son

http://www.hesperian.org/
newbooks envirohealth.htm
(scroll half a page down/busca
media pagina abajo)

CITI en San Francisco o escriba por e-mail a:
angel@treatycouncil.org.
Plaguicidas son Venenos," en inglés o español,
comuníquese con CITI en San Francisco o escriba
por e-mail a: angel@treatycouncil.org.

Pesticides
are

POISON
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Selected Conference Resolutions
31st Anniversary Treaty Conference August 3 -7, 2005, Erminskin MaskwaciysCree

Nation, hosted by Confederacy of Treaty 6 First Nations, Alberta Canada
"Our Treaties are Sacred; Wemust Protect them, as long as the grass grows and the river flows."

Resoluciones Selecciónadas de la Conferencia
x Asambleaanual XXXI del Consejo Internacional deTratados Indios en la NaciónCree

rmineskin Maskwaciys" en la provincia de Alberta, Canadá, 3-7 de agosto de2005.

"Nuestros tratados son sagrados; losprotegeremos, mientras la grama crezca en el llano, mientras elagua
corra en el rio."

DECLARATION OFTREATY6,7 AND 8 FIRSTNATIONS Treaty Right toHealth
govern ourselvesand the right to self-
determination.

Recalling and agreeing with the judgment, "There is nothing, so far as I
can see, to warrant any distrust by the
Indians of the Government ofCanada.
But, in case there should be, the
discussion in this case will strengthen
their hand so as to enable them to
withstand any onslaught. They will be

Chiefs in Canada 1981 Declaration
which stated that... The right and responsibilities given to

us by the Creator cannot be altered or
taken away by any other Nation."

Noting that theRoyalProclamation of
1763, initiated and adopted by the
British Government,recognizes
nations or tribes of Indians. The
proclamation recognizes our original
title of all landstraditionallyoccupied
and used by our ancestors. The status
of our Indian nationswas confirmed
and entrenched by our entering into
Treaties with the British Crown.

We the originalpeoples of this Land
know the Creator put us here.

The Creator gave us Laws that govern
allourrelationshipstolive in1
harmony with nature andmankind.

The Laws of the Creator define our
rights and responsibilities.

able to say that their rights and
freedoms have been guaranteed to
them by the Crown, originally by the
Crown in respect of theUnited
Kingdom, now by the Crown inrespect
of Canada, but, in anycase,by the
Crown. No Parliament shall do
anything to lessen the worth ofthese
guarantees. They should be honoured
by the Crown in respect ofCanada'as
long as the sun rises and the river
flows'. The promise must never be
broken."

The Creator gave us our spiritual
beliefs, our Languages, our culture,
and a place on Mother Earth which
provided us with all ourńeeds.

We have maintained our freedom, our
Languages, and our traditions from
time immemorial.

Recognizing that in 1982, at the peak
of our Indian Nations' struggle to
securely entrench our Treaty and
Inherent Rights in the ConstitutionWe continue to exercise the rights and

fulfill the responsibilities and
obligations given to us by the Creator
for the Land upon which we were
placed.

Act; Justice Lord Denning supported
the solemnity, integrity and durability
of our treaties with the British Crown.

Further on July 5, 1973 Her Royal
Highness Queen Elizabeth II affirmed
the Treaties in an address to the Chiefs

On January 28, 1982, Lord Denning
in the High Court of the United
Kingdom, proclaimed in his

in Alberta, stating "You maybe
assured that my Government of
Canada recognizes theThe Creator has given us the right to

Cont. Pg. 21
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FromPg. 20ah soor international law. All rightsarerecognizedin Treatiesbat
betweentheCrownandNations orae
Tribes ofIndians inCanada ensuringn
the wholistic and the spiritual conceptgtE
ofTreaties.

A1

E importanceoffull i
compliancewith the spirit and intent
ofyour treaties."

Acknowledging that International
Law recognizes the nationhood of the
Cree, Dene, Chipewyan, Blackfoot,

iT
TheTreaty which became known as
TreatyNo. 6 contains a medicine
chestclause which was agreed to due
toexisting circumstances at the time.

int NakodaSioux,Assiniboine, alcosg
Saulteaux, Beaver, Ojibway and Tsuu That the medicine chest clause binds the
T'ina in Treaty 6, 7 and 8, and the federal government to provide
Geneva Declaration on the Health and medicines and all that is required to
Survival of IndigenöusPeoples (23-
26 November 1999) Part 1 includes "a
call on governments where Treaties,
agreements and other constructive
arrangemnentsexist, that the original
spirit and intent of these international
agreements be honoured, respected
and implemented."

We now thereforedeclare, R

Emphasizingthat Sections 25 and 35
(1) ofthe1982 Constitution Act of
Canadarecognizes and affirms treaty
rights.

maintain proper health.

Treaty 6, 7 & 8 discussions were based
on previous treaties and that all were
equallyinclusiveandapplicable. oAlsoemphasizingthat the Treaty 6,7

&8UnityAgreementof 2003
recognizesthat the Cree, Dene,
Chipewyan,Blackfoot, Nakoda
Sioux, Assiniboine, Saulteaux,
Beaver,Ojibway and Tsuu T'ina
within their traditional territories have
alwaysconsiderėd ourselves Sind
integrallyrelated, possessing from
timeimmemorial, all the attributes of
nationhoodand all it entails under

anintn
So long as the sunshines, rivers flowOa
and the grass grows, these words must
never be broken. 2691911

s2o
otniqa

launea

Dated: March 16-17, 2005

Şigned byAs Treaty Indians there is nothing
more important than our Treaties, our
land and the well being of our future
generations. SVORbi

deuoit Ieviv
Chiefs in Treaty No. 6, No. 7ong
andNo. 8c

Resolution on the Treaty Right to Health
The31"AnnualConferenceof the International Indian Treaty Council, held August 3d-7h 2005 at Ermineskin First
Nation,attendedby Indigenous Peoples from North, Central and South America and the Pacific, endorses and supportsV
byconsensustheaboveDeclaration of the Treaty 6, 7and8 FirstNationsChiefson the Treaty Right to Health, asnl il io
presentedto theConference by the Confederacy of Treaty 6 First Nations. The ITC further affirms that this Declaration
andiscontentsare now the policy of the IITC. • ade 401ige ctblod

Adopted by Consensus August 7, 2005oM behnajts26W,a,asDalodLAdrz

Resolution on Mining and Extractive Industries Aho2ba lsunsD

icitTHE INTERNATIONAL INDIAN Action Networkwasformed to
TREATY COUNCIL 31" strengthen ouralliancesandinherent
ANNIVERSARY CONEERENCE

beTs Whereas,the North AmericanCAI
IndigenousPeoples Mining Summitresponsibilities to protect Mother Earth

fromthedestructiveimpactsof ni q2oTwas convened in the traditional
teritory oftheCree NationoisigoRESOLVESto endorse the

1S27019T irresponsiblemining, in particularcoo Eảmonton,AlbertaCanad)July27 -Resolutionfrom the VWesternoiiB
MiningAction Conference which
met in Treaty No. 6 First Nations
Territory(Edmonton AlbertA
Canada),and was adopted on July
30,2005asfollows: 7 o .as a

uranium, hard rockandcoalmining bsta Iuy 30. 2005 to bring Indigenous
The caucus is composed of
representatives from across the northem
region of Turtle Island (Canadaand the
United States). Together, Our voices are
united as one to advocate for the health,
safety and welfare of our communities
to the decision makers in governments
and industry.

Peoples together to share our
traditionalknowledgeandrit aois
understanding ofwestermscience as
its relates to our individual
communityandcollectiveconcerns 1
onminingpractices,and: einnc ibE18y Rr02

Whereas, the Indigenous Peoples
Caucusof theWestern Mining Cont. Pg. 22
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Prom Pg. 21 Whereas, these
indigenous representatives from
across Turtle Island registered
numerous concerns on the hazardous
impacts of irresponsible mining on
the health, welfare and safety of our
peoples, our communities, our lands
and spiritual and cultural resources,
and;

Now therefore, be it resolved, we, as
indigenous representatives and
organizations, hereby unite to discuss
spiritual, cultural, social and
environmentalconcernsthat will not only
directly impact Indigenous Peoples but
impact the sustainability of all life andal1
peoples, globally and;

those harms caused by irresponsible
mining affect the water, the air, the
land and the overall sustainability of
our earth and all life and must be
addressed and corrected
immediately.

THEINTERNATIONAL
INDIAN TREATYCOUNCIL

315TANNIVERSARY
CONFERENCE FURTHER
RESOLVES that the IITC will
work to promote and support a

North-South Indigenous Peoples'
partnership to address the impacts
of Extractive Industries (mining, oil

and gas, etc.) in our lands and
territories and develop strategies for
information-sharing and mutual

support, including a convening to be
held in Guatemala within the next

Whereas, there have been numerous
violations of our inherent and human
rights as Indigenous Peoples as given
to us by the Creator both by the
mining industry and governnmental

sectors,and; ,t
Whereas, in order to protect these
rights of all Indigenous Peoples and Be it further resolved that, we as
to safeguard against any future harms indigenous representatives and
that threaten our physical and organizations hereby unite to develop
spiritual
protection of Mother Earth and our to educate and inform communities, the
natural world, and;

survival through the strategies and initiate immediate changes
twoyears.

corporate world and government officials
of the indigenous worldview and that Adopted by consensus August 7, 2005

phichststdis Resolution on Treaties and Land Rights
Whereas the 31" Annual Conference
of the International Indian Treaty
Council held on August 3rd-7h 2005
held in Ermineskin First Nations
Treaty No. 6 territory, co-existent
with Alberta Canada, was attended
by IndigenousPeoples from North,
Central and South America and
Pacific; and

by IndigenousPeoples of Treaty and
Whereas nation-states are
undermining Treaty and Land Rights,
specifically by:

7Land Rights,e.g.Canada'sgunregistry
legislation.

Not honouring treaty obligations to a
large number of IndigenousPeoples
by denying their rights to land, e.g.

Interpreting Treaties as domestic
agreements rather then as international
agreements.

such as those who have had their
reserves illegally surrendered in
Canada.

The non-recognition of rights implicit in
Indigenous Nations entering into
Treaties and Agreements with nation-Whereas we the Indigenous Peoples

in attendance, representing our
respective Nations and Indigenous
organizations, re-affim previous
IITC resolutions regardingTreaties
and Land Rights. This re-affirmation
pays particular regard to our
assertion that Treaties and
Agreements between nation-states
and Indigenous Nations are to be
regarded from our respective
traditional spiritual understanding;
and

ieno states.Developing policies and law
extinguishing the nation-state's legal
recognition of legalperSOnalitye.g
Canada's Treaty Land Entitlement
process and New Zealand's
"governance" initiative eliminating
the legal status of hapu as Treaty
partners.

B
ThereforeBe it Resolvedthatthe
Intermational Indian Treaty Council will
undertake the following: iilh
Affirm and support the Onion Lake
resolution of theConfederationof
Treaty No. 6 First Nations in regards

determination.

tott asboii
ttosovereigntyandselfThe passing of laws and regulations

by nation-states limiting the exercise Cont. Pg 23
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FromPg.22 Actively engage inn implicitly for all IndigenousPeoples. Seminar to be held in the
Confederation of Treaty No. 6 First
Nations territory in September of 2006,
and will continue its advocacy on
Treaty Rights utilising the United
Nations Treaty Study on Treaties,
Agreements and Constructive
Arrangements between Indigenous
Peoples and states conducted by
Special Rapporteur Miguel Alfonso
Martinez,theUnited Nationsi
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, and the OAS
Inter-American Declaration on the
Rights of IndigenousPeoples. +

Treatyeducation initiatives.
Support the development of an

Indigenous Peoples institution
regarding Indigenous Peoples legal
frameworks based on our respective
traditional spiritual beliefs.

Supportthedevelopment of Treaties
betweenour Indigenous Nations
for our mutual support and

development.s
Supportthe development of Supports the Yaqui of Rio Yaqui
aggressivelegalstrategies toiee
target key nation-state legal on
decisions that undermine Treatys
andLand Rights.o CS iqstaSTg

Sonora Mexico in their case to the
Organization of AmericanStates
(OAS) and theassertion of
traditional Yaqui authority.

Supportthe recognition of Health as Be it finallyResolvedthatthe
aninherentTreaty and Land Right International Indian Treaty Council
explicitly for theConfederation of (ITC) endorses,supportsand will Adopted by Consensuson August 2005

1n09TreatyNo. 6 First Nations ands participate in the UnitedNations Treaty

ResolutionUrging the Prohibition ofReleaseof Genetic Use Restriction Technologies
(“GURTS")a'aesic

Bearingin mind thatIndigenous
Peoples' knowledge, innovations
andpractices have developed and
nurturedplant species for
agricultureand medicinal uses for
millennia,contributingto both2
biologicaland cultural diversity;
and

farmers, indigenous and local
communities and farmers; and

UOnes Takingnote thattheAHTEGfound
UO thatthepotentialnegativeaffectsof

GURTS require the ongoing
implementation of theprecautionary
principle to insure that the rights,
safetyand food security of
Indigenous and local communities
are not threatened; and

Bearingin mind thatIndigenous
Peoplesdepend on the sharing and
exchangeofsavedseedsfor theirt
livelihoods; and

(GURTS), also known as
Terminator Technology," refers to Taking note that the AHTEG

report found that GURTS has many
Bearingin mind thatthe no plantsthathavebeengenetically
productivityand fertility of seeds
is thebasis for the on-going

Sustenance,livelihoods,and Or practiceofseedsavingand
culturallife-waysofIndigenous foodsecurity; andist boubong
Peoples; and

modified to rendersterileseedsat
harvest,therebypreventing thels

possiblenegativeimpacts on3A
ndigenous peoples, which include
the potential to:
reduce and limit traditional seedthreateningfoodsovereignty and00

exchange practices;
oliina reduce the knowledge and local

Affirmingby virtue of their
humanright of self-determination,
IndigenousPeoples have the right
tofoodsovereigntyandfood cl io
security; and

Reminded that theConference of
thePartiesoftheConventionon a
Biological Diversity (CBD) decided

innovationcapacity of local
and indigenous communities
for crop improvement,
threatening local food security;in their sixthmeeting(Paragraph 21HADo

ofdecision VUS) to establishan Ad precipitate the loss of localHocTechnicalExperts Groupt
(AHTEG) to address the potential
impacts of GURTS on smallholder

O0
TakingnotethatGeneticUse a
RestrictionTechnologies eles

knowledge, reduce or
negatively affect local
agrobiodiversity, Cont. Pg. 24
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national regulations to prohibit
commercialization ofGURTS;

From Pg. 23 of theCBD will furtherconsider
the social, economic, and
cultural impacts ofGURTSon
Indigenous Peoples at its 4h
meeting on January 23-27, 2006
in Grenada, Spain;

and'result in a
deterioration of indigenous
knowledge systems; In light of the continued lack ofdata

on the potential negative impacts on
Indigenous and local communities
and Farmers' Rights and in line
with the precautionaryapproach,
International Indian TreatyCouncil
will advocate that theCOP8should
not approve GURTS forfield-testing
and commercial use and reaffirm
paragraph 23 of its decisionV/S;
and

displace traditional farming systems
andthesocial,cultural andc
spiritual dimensions associated
withthem; n n 9te

cause seed dependency or crop
failure through the potential
misuse of unintentionaluse of
GURTS Seeds;

negatively and irreversibly create
changes in the environment
causedby geneflow or other
problems with environmental
containment; and

THEREFORE,BE IT
RESOLVED THAT

TheInternationalIndianTreaty
Council calls upon the WG&J to
advise the Eighth meeting of
Conference of theParties of the
Convention on Biological
Diversity (COP8) that GURTS is
a dangerous technology that
threatens biodiversity,
Indigenous knowledge systems,
small holder farmers and global
food security;

TheInternationalIndianTreaty
Council will continue toadvocate
that the Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity and the CBD
Secretariat must ensure the full and
effective participation ofIndigenous
Peoples in all futureprocessesof
the CBD related to GURTS; and

facilitate the appropriation of some
elements of indigenous
traditional knowledge and
genetic resources in a permanent
and inreversible manner.

s
poA

Recognizing that any field testing or
any commercial use or other release
of GURTS is a fundamental violation
of thehunmanrights of Indigenous
Peoples, abreach of our right of self-
determination, and a threat to our
rights of food sovereigntyand food
security;

The InternationalIndianTreaty
Council will supportIndigenous
Peoples' efforts to develop and
disseminate educational materials
about GURTS and its cultural, social
and economic impacts on
IndigenousPeoples.

The InternationalIndianTreaty
Council calls upon CBD COP8
to fully consider the AHTEG
Report on GURTS, and approve
the Report's recommendation
that governments develop

Adopted by consensus, August 7, 2005
Considering that the Ad Hoc Open-
ended Working Group on Article 8()

Resolución urgiendo la prohibición de la liberación de las Tecnologías de
obuloneoin wr Restricción del Uso Genético
CONSIDERANDO que los
Pueblos Indígenas, con sus
innovaciones y sus prácticas han
desarrollado y nutrido especies de
plantas para la agricultura y para
usos medicinales por milenios,

TOMANDO NOTA que las
Tecnologias de Restricción del Uso
Genético (TRUGS), también
conocidas como "Tecnologías
Terminator" se refieren a plantas que
han sido modificadas genéticamente
para producir semillas estériles, y que
por lo tanto evitan que se ejerza la
selección de semillas, lo cual
amenaza la soberanía y la seguridad
alimentaria;

CONSIDERANDO que la ns
productividad y fertilidad de las
semillas es la base para el sustento,
supervivencia y forma de vida
cultural de los pueblos indígenas;9

contribuyendo tanto a la diversidad
AFIRMANDO que por virtud del
derecho humano a la libre
determinación, los pueblos indígenas
tienen derecho a la soberanía y
seguridad alimentaría;

biológica como cultural; y OsCONSIDERANDO que los
Pueblos Indígenas dependen de
compartir e intercambiar semillas
para su supervivencia; Cont. Pg. 25
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RECUERDA que la
o Conferenciade las

FromPg. 24 Que se podría causar la dependencia ElConsejoInternacionalde
Tratados Indios hacen un llamado
al Grupo de Trabajo del Artículo 8
) paraqueexpongaenla
Conferencia de las Partes (COP8)
que las TRUGS son una tecnologia
peligrosa que amenaza la
biodiversidad, los sistemas de
conocimiento indígenas, a los
agricultores de pequeña escala y la
seguridad alimentaría global;

de semillas o el fracaso de los
cultivos debido al potencial uso
equivocado o la utilización
involuntaria de las semillas;

Partesdel Convenio sobre Diversidad
Biológica (CDB) decidió en su sexta
reunión(Parágrafo 21 de la decisión
VIS)establecerun Grupo de
ExpertosTécnicos Ad Hoc (AHTEG,
porsussiglas en inglés) para analizar
losimpactos potenciales de las
TRUGSsobre productores de
pequeñaescala, comunidades
indigenas,locales y agricultores; y

Que se podrian ocasionar cambios
negativos irreversibles en el
ambiente đebido al flujo genético
oa otrosproblemas de
contención ambiental;

Que el uso de las TRUGS como

TOMANDO NOTA que el AHTEG
llegóa la conclusión de que potencial
negativo de las TRUGs es mucho.
mayorque los impactos positivos, y
queporlotantosereclamala t roog
implementacióndel Principio de
Precauciónpara asegurar que los
derechos,la salud y la seguridad
alimentaríadelascomunidades iT
indigenasy locales no sea amenazada;

forma de protección de
propiedad intelectual podria
facilitar laapropiacióny
confinamiento de algunos
elementos del conocimiento
indígena y recursos genéticos de
forma permanente e ireversible.

ElConsejoInternacionaldeTratados
Indios hace unllanmadoa las partes
en laoctavaconferenciadel sc
Convenio de Diversidad Biológica
(COP8) para que considere
ampliamente el reporte del Grupo Ad
Hoc de Expertos sobre las
Tecnologías de Restricción del Uso
Genético y que aprueben la
recomendación que se hace de que
los gobiernos deben desarrollar
regulaciones nacionales para prohibir
la comercialización de las TRUGS;CONSIDERANDOqueel reportef

delGrupo de Expertos concluye que
lasTRUGS pueden tener impactos
negativossobrelosPueblos irss
Indígenas,incluyendo (entre otros): CONSIDERANDO que cualquier

prueba de campo o uso comercial
u otro tipo de liberación de las
TRUGS es una violación
fundamental de los derechos
humanos de los Pueblos
Indígenas, una grieta en nuestro
derecho a la libre determinación y
una amenaza a nuestro derecho a
lasoberaníayseguridad 6gui bo
alimentaría;

A la luz de la continua falta de
información acerca de los
potenciales impactos negativos
sobre las comunidades indígenas y
localesy losDerechosde lositde
Agricultores, y en concordancia con
elPrincipiodePrecaución, Elo
ConsejoInternacional deTratados
Indios abogara que la COP8 no debe
aprobar las TRUGS para pruebas de
campoyusocomercialydebe s
reafirmar el parágrafo 23 de su
decisiónV/5;y tb tues

Quesepodrían reducir y limitar las
prácticastradicionalesde o
intercambiodesemillas; ,isst
Quese podría demeritar la capacidad

deinnovacióny engeneral elIk
conocimiento de las comunidades
indígenasy locales para el
mejoramientode los cultivos,1g
amenazandocon ello la seguridad
alimentaría local; CONSIDERAND0 que el Grupo

de Trabajo Abierto Ad Hoc en el
Artículo 8G) del CDB examine
con mayor profundidad los
impactos sociales, económicos y
culturales de las TRUGS sobre los
pueblosindígenasdurantesu 4
reunión, del 23 al 27 de enero de
2006enGranada,España;s eibsl

ElConsejoInternacionalde obao
Quese podría precipitar la pérdida

localde conocimiento y reducir o
afectarnegativamente la agro
biodiversidadlocal y ocasionarel
deteriorode los sistemas de A
conocimiento indígenas;

Tratados Indios continuara
apoyandoqueen reconocimiento deM
losimpactosnegativosque lasies
TRUGS representan para los
Pueblos Indigenas, las partes del
Convenio de Diversidad Biológica y
el Secretariado deben asegurar laQuese podrian desplazar los sistemas

agricolastradicionales y las
dimensionessociales, culturales y
espiritualesasociadas con ellos;

participación total y efectiva de los
pueblos indígenas en todos los
proceso futuros del CDB Cont.Page26

A asSE RESUELVE QUE
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Tratados Indios apoyara los TRUGS y sus impactos económicos,
sociales yy culturales sobre los
PueblosIndígenas.
Adoptado por consenso en agosto 7de200s

relacionados con
las TRUGS.

From Pg. 25
estuerzos de los Pueblos Indígenas
para desarrollar y diseminar
materiales educativos sobre

obin
E ConsejoInternacionalde

Resolución Sobre Los Lugares Sagrados en Guatemala presentado por la
Conferencia Nacional de Ministros de La Espiritualidad Maya deGuatemala

Oxlajuj Ajpop
Los Hermanas y hermanas proveniente Guías espirituales Mayas; y
de distintos países reunidos en esta
conferencia organizado por el Consejo Tomando en cuenta los efectos de la
Internacional de Tratados Indios CITI colonización:
en nombre del Corazón del Cielo-
CorazóndelaTierra,delos d
Antepasados,loscuatro puntosO
cardinales y los cuatro rincones delni ceremonialesimportantesde la cultura
universo se definen acciones
nacionalese internacionales deore?
fortalecer ante los nuevos desafiosy
mundiales que afectan la vida de los
pueblos indígenas.

lugares sagrados con sus ritos
extrafiosa laespiritualidadmaya. i

Durante la invasión-colonización, el
cristianismo destruyo templos,
construyo iglesias sobre centros

Para ir a celebrar unaceremonia
sagrada en una ciudad antigua
tenemossolicitarpermisoal s
Ministerio de Cultura yDeportespara
poder ingresar a dichos lugares.

y la espiritualidad maya.
Las iniciativas de ley deConcesiones,
leyes de Aguas y la actual ley del
patrimonio cultural dela nación
afectanelderechoespiritual eg
históricos de administración de los
lugares Mayas.Tomando en cuenta que hay derecho

histórico-espiritual y cultural a los
lugares sagrados:

Posteriormente, el estado de
Guatemala por medio de la ley del
Patrimonio Cultural de la Nación ha
estado administrando política,
financieramente varios lugares
sagrados mayas como las ciudades
antiguas, templos, centros

ceremoniales;y. xi 8lciotr

La delincuencia común hacausado
asaltos, intimidaciones y acosovarios
altares comunitarios.

n
Los Mayas son una cultura completa
que tiene principios espirituales,
filosóficos,conocimientosy ns
experienciasque les permitiócoi
desarrollar el sistema de organización,
sistema de justicia, sistema de salud,
sistema agricola, sistema de
numeración, sistema espiritual y
sistema propios de la economía.

Ültimamente ha sidoasesinado
algunos líderes espirituales sin quese
esclarece los responsables.

Considerando la situación actual,
negativamente: YPositivamente:

Hay un crecimiento fuerte de la
práctica espiritual maya en las
comunidades como lascelebraciones
sagradas para pedir la lluvia,
bendición de semillas, ritos de
bautismo y Matrimonio Maya.

Los lugares sagrados de gran valor
históicos estasiendo administrado por2sbs sgie 9

La espiritualidad fue la base de los
grandes aportes científicos que son
reconocidosactualmentepor la ciencia
occidental. Esta experiencia espiritual
Maya desde su origen se desarrolló en
espacios sagrados como los.templos,
las cuevas, las montafias, los volcanes,
centrosceremonialesyaltares l
comunitarios.

el Estado y no por el Pueblo Maya.

Los lugares sagrados convertidos para
fines comerciales.

Varios sitios sagrados son excavados,
removidose incluso traficados y
comercializados.

Muchas familias han vuelta a
reconocer la importancia de los altares
familiares y comunitarios.

bost 2 ln Hay sectoresde la iglesia católica e
Los lugaressagradoseran definidos,
establecidos,administradosynidbur
conservados por las instituciones de

iglesias evangélicos celebran cultos en
los lugares sagrados Mayas.

Los lugares sagrados son visitados
frecuentemente por lideres
espirituales para
realizar susCorrientes espiritistas contaminan los Cont. Pg. 27
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FromPg 26 celebraciones sagradas. espirituales conservenyadministren
IITCBoardofDirectors/

•Francisco Cali: Mayan/Kachiquel,

• HinewirangiKohu: Maori Nation,

los lugares sagrados.
Existevarios agrupaciones y
organizacionesde guías espirituales
mayaen todo el país.

Proponer la iniciativa de ley que
reconozca el derecho histórico,
espiritual y cultural de los Pueblos
Indígenas en administiar los lugares
sagrados.

JuntaDirecitvade CITI
Guatemala; IITC Board President

Aotearoa (New Zealand), IITC Vice
Participamosen la Comisión para la
Definiciónde los Lugares Sagrados
integradopor representantes del
gobierno,organizaciones indígenas y
organizacionesde lideres espirituales
Mayaspara definir el régimen de
preservacióny administración dè los
lugaressagrados de los pueblos
indigenas;yn

President

Por Lo TantoResolvemosA: •JacquelynnWarledo: Seminole
Nation, Oklahoma United States; IITC
Board Treasurer:Definir accionespara apoyar los

esfuerzos de los lideres espirituales de
los pueblos indígenas.

• RonLameman,Cree Nation, Canada,
Board Secretary

• LennyFoster: Dine' Nation, Arizona
• William A.Means: OglalaLakotaEstudiar y denunciarcasosde

violación contra las espiritualidad,
piezas y lugares sagrados de la
espiritualidad indígena.

AfirmandoEstas Perspectivas y
Compromisos:

Nation, South Dakota
• JamesMain, Sr.: Gros Ventre (White

Fortalecerla organización comunitaria
delospracticantes de la espiritualidad
maya.

Unificar esfuerzos para enfrentar los
efectos de las leyes que afectan los

Clay) Nation, Montana
Sarah James: Gwich'in Athabascan
Nation, Alaska

lugaressagrados. •PatriciaBellanger: Ojibway

•Pu'uhonoa"Bumpy"Kanahele,

• YamilkaHernandez,KunaNation,

• MichaelFlores:TohonoO'odham

Quela comunidad practicantes de la
espiritualidadMaya y sus lideres

(Chippewa) Nation, Minnesota
Adoptada por consenso, 7de agosto del 2005

Nation ofHawaii

Conferenceresolutions in this edition of Treaty Council News,and
othersadopted by consensus of the participants (18 in total), are

postedon IITC's web site, www.treatvcouncil.org

Panama

Nation, Arizona
• Mickey Gemmill: Pit River and WintuLas resoluciones de las conferencias que se publican en este

ejemplardel Noticiero de CITI así como otras resoluciones
adoptadaspor los participantes (18 resoluciones en total), pueden
consultarseen el sitio web de CITI: www.treatycouncil.org

Nations, California

S Honorary Board members:
Rigoberta Menchu Tum, Mayan/Quiche,
and Floyd RedCrowWesterman,
Lakota Nation
Andrea Carmen, Yaqui Nation
Executive Director

IwoWaysYou Can Support the Work of IITC!
TCdoesnot rely on state or federal funding for our work. Instead we
provideopportunities for support from private donors, our friends and our
allies.Pleaseconsider contributing to support the future work of IITC.
Whetherit be planned giving or a one time donation, any amount helps and

VAANVVVNAAVn N AVAVAVA

all are tax deductable.

Contributions can be mailed to:
rC's InformationOffice in San Franciscohas internshipandyolunteer

opportunitiesavailable. We invite you to support our work in this way, 2390 Mission St, Suite #301,
San Francisco, CA 94110pleasecall or email us to discuss these options.

Foradditional information please contact us, or you can visit our website
at: www.treatycouncil.org
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International Indian Treaty Council

Consejo Internacional de Tratados Indios
Mission & Objectives Declaration de Proposito y Objectivos

Mission
The International Indian Treaty Council (ITC) is an organization of
Indigenous Peoples from North, Central, South America and the
Pacific working for the Sovereignty and Self-Determination of
Indigenous Peoples and the recognition and protection of Indigenous
Rights, Traditional Cultures and Sacred Lands.

Declaración de propósito del CITI
EI Consejo Internacional de Tratados Indios (CITI) es una
organización de Pueblos Indígenas del Sur, Centro, Norteaméricay
del Pacifico; que trabaja por la soberanía y la libre deteminación de
los Pueblos Indígenas, asimismo, por el reconocimiento y la
protección de los derechos de los indígenas, los tratados, sus culturas
tradicionales y las tierras sagradas.

Objetivos:Objectives:

• To seek,promoteand build official participation ofIndigenous • Representar, promover y fortalecer la participación oficial de los
Peoples in the United Nations and its specialized agencies, as well
as other international forums.

Pueblos Indígenas en la Organización de las Naciones Unidas y en
las agencias especializadas de dicho organismo, también en otros
foros internacionales.To seek international recognition for Treaties and Agreements

between Indigenous Peoples and Nation-States. ice Obtenerelreconocimientointernacionalde lostratadosyacuerdos
• To support thehuman rights, self-determinationandsovereignty of entre los Pueblos Indigenas y los distintos Estados.

Indigenous Peoples; to oppose colonialism in all its forms, and its • Apoyar la lucha por los derechos humanos, la autodeterminación y

• To build solidarityandrelationships ofmutualsupportamong

• To disseminate information about IndigenousPeoples'human

• To establish and maintain one ormnoreorganizational offices to

effectsuponIndigenousPeoples. (E

IndigenousPeoples of the world.

rights issues, struggles, concerns and perspectives.

carry out IITC's information dissemination, networking and human

la soberanía de los Pueblos Indígenas rechazando el colonialismo
en todas sus formas y los efectos que éste tiene sobre los Pueblos
Indígenas.

Fortalecer la solidaridad y relaciones de apoyo mutuo entre los
pueblos indigenas del mundo.

• Difundir la información sobre la situación de los derechoshumanos
de los Pueblos Indígenas, sus luchas, inquietudes y perspectivas.

Establecer y mantener una o más oficinas de la organización, para
llevar a cabo los programas de información, difusión sobre
derechoshumanos y del trabajo de relaciones.

rights programs.
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