
  



AGENDA 
Time Speakers 

13:15 – 13:20 Opening:       Eliot Minchenberg, Director of the UNESCO Liaison Office in New York 

13:20 – 14:15 Multi-Stakeholder Panel 

Segment 1: Moderated by Donna Mitzi Lagdameo, Manager, Vulnerability Subdivision, Adaptation Division, UNFCC Secretariat 
 H.E. Leonor Zalabata, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Colombia to the United Nations  

 Topic: 
 Nikola Errington, Acting Director, Indo-Pacific and Global Interests, Office of First Nations International Engagement, 

Australia 
 Topic: “Accelerating progress through enhanced participation” 

 Ejinagosi Kistabish, President of Minwashin (Anishinaabe arts and cultural development organization), and President of 
the Executive Committee of the Canadian National Commission for UNESCO 
 Topic: “minomatisiwin.” 

 Juliana de Moraes, Ministry of Indigenous Peoples, Territorial Fund for Forest and Fauna (TFFF) Task Force, Brazil 
 Topic:  

 
Segment 2: Moderated by Khalissa Ikhlef, Local and Indigenous Knowledge Systems (LINKS) Programme, UNESCO  
 Aili Keskitalo, International Indigenous Forum on World Heritage, and Member of the UNPFII 

 Topic: “Nothing About Us Without Us: Indigenous Peoples and the Future of Institutional Engagement” 
 Sheryl Lightfoot, Vice-Chair, Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP) 

 Topic:  
 Aehshatou Manu, Member of the UNFCCC Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples Platform (LCIPP) Facilitative 

Working Group 
 Topic: “Advancing the Meaningful Engagement of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities in the UNFCCC Process” 

 Andrea Carmen, Executive Director, International Indian Treaty Council 
 Topic: “Indigenous Peoples Laws, Traditions and Customs: How can they be addressed, integrated and respected in 

UNESCO’s policy for engagement?” 
 Ghazali Ohorella, Indigenous expert and international advocate  

 Topic: “From UNDRIP to BBNJ: Moving Beyond ‘Holding the Line’ in Indigenous Policy” 
 Marcos Montoiro, External Relations Officer, UNCCD Secretariat 

 Topic: “Indigenous Peoples Engagement at UNCCD COP17 in Ulaanbaatar” 
14:15 – 14:25 Interactive Dialogue (Q&A) 
14:25 – 14:30 Closing:      UNESCO representative - Key Takeaways and Next Steps 



Background and Rationale 

The 25th session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) provides an important platform to advance dialogue on effective 
engagement with Indigenous Peoples within United Nations processes and at the national level. UNESCO’s programmes and intergovernmental processes 
are guided by its Policy on Engaging with Indigenous Peoples. UNESCO is currently updating the Policy to strengthen institutional coherence, operational 
clarity and accountability across UNESCO’s programme areas. The update responds to lessons learned in implementing the 2017 Policy, including the need 
for clearer mechanisms for meaningful participation, improved cross-sectoral coordination, and stronger monitoring of impact.  
 
The policy update is an occasion for dialogue with Indigenous Peoples Organisations and platforms. It can reinforce rights-based and participatory 
approaches, clarify mechanisms for meaningful participation and partnership, and strengthen the inclusion of Indigenous knowledge systems and 
languages across policy and programme implementation, including in mechanisms such as UNESCO-designated sites (World Heritage, Biospheres, Global 
Geoparks).  
 
This side event will provide a space for dialogue among Indigenous representatives, Member States, scientific experts and UN partners. It will inform the 
update of the UNESCO Policy on Engaging with Indigenous Peoples and will highlight concrete actions and partnerships. The discussion will focus on 
practical entry points for co-creation, accountability, and sustained partnership across UNESCO’s sciences, education, culture and communication 
programmes, ensuring that contributions gathered during the Forum directly inform the revised Policy framework. 
 

Objectives 

• Facilitate dialogue on practical and institutional approaches to meaningful engagement with Indigenous Peoples 
• Identify practical approaches to integrating Indigenous knowledge systems and languages into policy and programme implementation 
• Gather recommendations to inform the revision of the UNESCO Policy on Engaging with Indigenous Peoples 
• Inform the update process of the UNESCO Policy on Engaging with Indigenous Peoples 

 

  

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000262748



