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Addressby Doña Rigoberta Menchú
on the Ocasion of the Award of the NobelPeace
Prize 1992
Oslo,10thDecember1902 72de tbi oss

YourMajesties, the King andQueenof Norway,
TheHonorable Members of the NobelPexce
Committee,
YourExcellency, the Prime Minister,
YourExcellencies,membersof theGovernmmentand
the DiplomaticCorps,
Dear Guatemalan countrymen andwomen,
Ladies andGentlemen,

I feel a deep emotion and pride for the honor of
having been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for
1992, a deep personal feeling and pride for my

RigobertaMenchu, Mayan Nation, Guatemala (Continued onpage 2)

WilliamA MëansAddressesSpecial UN Session
I come from the Oglala Band of the
Lakota Nation. Weare thepeople of
the Black Hills in the upper Great
Plains of what is now the United
States. My nation's legal relation

UnitedNations, New York, N.Y.
December10,1992 5e
respectfuly submited by
WilliamA. Means
International Indian Treaty Council t (Continued on page 7)Hau Mitakuipi ampetu kile
chante' ma waste' napachuzau.
I want to give you a traditional
greeting in one of the classical lan-
guages of the Western Hemisphere
known as Lakota. The translation
means, “Greetings my relatives,
today is a good day, my heart feels
goodand I extendmyhand in.
friendship."
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way, courage and strength is given to
the struggle for peace, reconciliation
and justice; to the struggle against

country and its very ancient culture,
for the values of the community and
the people to which I belong, for the
love of my country, of Mother
Nature. Whoever understands this
respects life and encourages the
struggle that aims at such objectives.

solution as to what initiated the
internal armed conflict.

There is no doubt whatsoever that it
constitutes a sign of hope in the racism, cultural discrimination,
struggle of the indigenouspeople in hence, contributing to the achieve-

ment of harmonious co-existencethe entire Continent.
between our people.

I consider this Prize, not as an award
to me personally, but rather asone of
the greatestconquests in the struggle
for peace, for the Human Rights and
for the rights of the indigenouspeo-
ple who, along all these 500 years,
have been split, fragmented, as well
as the victims of genocide, repres-
sion, and discrimination.

It is also a tribute to the Centro-
american people who still search for
their stability, for the structuration of
their future, and the path for their
development and integration, based
on civil democracy and mutual

With deep pain, on one side, but
with satisfaction on the other, I have
to inform you that the Nobel Peace
Prize 1992 will have to remain tem-
porarily in Mexico City, in a kind of
wake - waiting for peace in
Guatemala. Because there are no
political conditions in my country
that would indicate or mnakeme
foresee a prompt and just solution.

where, from Heads of Government The satisfaction and gratitude are
due to the fact that Mexico, our
wonderful neighbor country, that has
been so dedicated and interested,
that has made such great efforts in
respect of the negotiations that are
being conducted to achieve peace,
that has received and admitted so

exiled
Guatemalans, has given us a place in
the Museo del Templo Mayor (the
cradle of the ancient Aztecas) so that
the Nobel Prize may remain there,
until peaceful and safe conditions are
established in Guatemala to place it

respect.

The importance of this Nobel Prize
has been demonstrated by all the
congratulations received from every-Please allow me to convey to you all,

what this Prize means to me.

"The earth is the root

and the source of our
culture.

In my opinion, the Nobel Peace
Prize calls upon us to act in accor-
dance with what it represents, and
the great significance it has world-
wide. In addition to being a priceless
treasure, it is an instrument with
which to fight for peace, for justice,
for the rights of those who suffer the
abysmal economical, social, cultural
and political disparities typical of the
order of the world in which we live
and where the conversion into a new
world, based on the values of the
human being, is the cxpectation of
the majority of those who live on
this planet.

refugees- practicallyall theAmerican many
Presidents- to theorganizationsof
the indigenous people and of
Human Rights, from all over the
world. In fact, what they see in this
Nobel Prize is not only a reward and
a recognition to a single person, but
a starting point for hard struggle
towards the achievement of those
revindications that remain to be
complied with.

and

there, the land of the Quetzal.

This Nobel Prize represents a stan-
dardbearer that encourages us to
continuedenouncing the violation of
Human Rights committed against
the people in Guatemala, in America
and in the world, and to perform a
positive role in respect of the most
pressing task in my country, i.e., to
achieve peace and social justice.

As a contrast, and paradoxically, it
was actually in my own country
where I met, on the part of some
people, the strongest objections,
reserve and indifference, for the
award of the Nobel Prize to this
Quiché Indian. Perhaps because in
Latin America, it is precisely in
Guatemala where the discrimination
towards natives, towards women,

When evaluating the overall signifi-
cance of the award of the Peace
Prize, I would like to saysomewords
on behalf of all those whose voice
cannot be heard or who have been
repressed for having spoken in the
manner of an opinion, of all those
who have been marginalized, who
have been discriminated, who live in
poverty, in need, of all those who are
the victims of repression and the vio-
lation of human rights. Those who,
nevertheless, have endured through
centuries, who have not lost their
conscience, the quality of determina-

The Nobel Prize is a symbol of
peace and of the efforts to build up a
realdemocracy. It will stimulate the
civil sectors so that, through a solid
national unity, these may contribute
to the process of negotiations that
seek peace, reflecting the general
feeling- although at times not pos-
sible toexpressbecauseof fear of
the Guatemalan society; to establish
political and legal grounds that will
give irreversible impulses to a

and the repression of the longing for
justice and peace, are more deeply
rooted in certain social and political
sectors.

tion and hope.

Under the presentcircumstances, in
this convulsed and complex world,
the decision of the Norwegian Nobel
Peace Prize Committee to award this
honorable distinction to me, reflects
theawarenessof the fact that, in this

Please allow me, ladies and gentle-
men, to say some words about my
country and the Civilization of the
Mayas. The Maya people developed
and spread geographically through
some 300,000 square km; they occu-
pied parts of the South of Mexico,

2• Treaty Council News • Spring1993



Guatemala as well as in the entire ization that condemned them to
colonialism and exploitation may be
eradicated; it is a cry for life, peace,
justice, equality and fraternity
between human beings.

Belice, Guatemala, as well as
Honduras and El Salvador; they
developed a very rich civilization in
the area of political organization, as
well as in social and economic fields;
they were great scientists in the
fields of mathematics, astronomy,
agriculture, architecture and engi-
neering; they were great artists in the
fields of sculpture, painting, weaving
and carving.

American Continent.

This growing concern is comforting,
even though it comes 500 years later,
to the suffering, the discrimination,
the oppression and the exploitation
that our people have been exposed
to, but who, thanks to their own cos-
movision - and concept of life, have
managed to withstand and finally see

The peculiarities of the vision of the
Indian people are expressed accord-
ing to the way in which they relate,
first of -1. betweenhumanbeings,
through communication; second,
with the earth, as with our mother,
because she gives us our ives and is
not a mere merchandise; third, with
nature because we are integral parts
of it and not itsowners.

The Mayas discovered the mathe-
matic ZERO value, at about the
same time that it was discovered in
India and later passed on to the
Arabs. Their astronomic forecasts
based on mathematic calculations
and scientific observations were
amazing, nd still are. Theyprepared
a calendar more accurate than the
Gregorian and, in the field of medi-
cine, they performed intracranial
surgical operations.

"Today it is important to
emphasize the deep
respect that the Maya
civilization had towards

life and nature

To us, mother earth is not only a
source of economic riches that give
us the maize which is our life, but
she also provides so many other
things that the privileged ones of
today strive after. The earth is the
root and the source of our culture.
She keeps our memories, she
receives our ancestors and she there-
fore demands that we honor her and
return to her, with tenderness and
respect, those goods that she gives
us. We have to take care of her and
look after mother earth so that our
children and grandchildren may con-
tinue to benefit from her. If the
world does not learn now to show
respect to nature, what kind of future
will the newgenerationshave? R

NS ngeneral"S
some promising prospects. How
those roots, that were to be eradicat-
ed, now begin to grow with strerngth,
hopes and visions for the future!

One of the Maya books, saved from
destruction by the conquerors,
known as Códice de Dresden, con-
tains the results of an investigation
on eclipses as well as a table of 69
dates, in which solar eclipses occur
in a lapse of 33 years.

It alsorepresentsa sign of the grow-
ing international interest for and
understanding of the original Rights
of thePeople, of the future of more
than 60 million Indians who live in
our America, and their uproar
because of the 500 years of oppres-
sion that they have endured, for the
genocide beyond comparison that
they have had to suffer all this time,
and from which other countries and
the elite of the Americas have profit-
ed and takenadvantage. athyal

Today, it is important to emphasize
the deep respect that the Maya civi-
lization had towards life and nature
in general.

From these basic features derive
behavior, rights and obligations in
the American Continent for Indians
as well as for non-Indians, whether
they be racially mixed, blacks,
whites, or Asian. The whole society
has the obligation to show mutual
respect, to learn from each other, and
to share material and scientific
achievements in the most convenient
way. The Indians have never had,
and they do not have, the place that
they should have occupied in the
progress and benefits of science and
technology, although they represent
an important basis.
If the Indian civilizations and the
European civilizations could have
made exchanges in a peaceful and
harmonious
destruction, exploitation, discrimina-
tion and poverty, they could, no

Who can predict what other great
scientific conquests and develop-
ments these people could have
achieved, if they had not been con-
quered in blood and fire and sub-
jected to an ethnocide that affected
nearly 50 million people in the
course of 500years?

Let there be freedom for the
Indians, wherever they may be in the
American Continent or elsewhere in
the world because, while they are
alive, a glow of hope will be alive as
well as the real concept of life.

I would describe the meaning of this
Nobel Prize in the first place as a
tribute to the Indian people who
have been sacrificed and have disap-
peared because they aimed at a more
dignified and just life with fraternity
and understanding among the
human beings. To those who are no
longer alive to keep up the hope for a
change in the situation in respect of
poverty and marginalization of the
Îndians, of those who have been
banished, of the helpless in

The expressions of great happiness
by the Indian organizations in the
entire Continent and the worldwide
congratulations received for the
award of the Nobel Peace Prize
clearly indicate the great importance
of this decision. It is the recognition
of the European debt to the
American indigenous people; it is an
appeal to theconscience of humanity
so that those conditiops of marginal-

manner without
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doubt, have achieved greater and
morevaluable conquests for humanity.

there are factors that guarantee our
future: struggle and endurance;
courage; the decision to maintain
our traditions that have been
exposed to so many perils and suffer-
ings; solidarity towards our struggle
on the part of numerous countries,
governments, organizations and citi-
zens of the world.

on the Rights of the Indian People
will examine and go deeply into the
existing contradictions between the
progress in terms of international
rights and the difficult reality that
we, the Indio-Americans, experience
in practice.

* Let us not forget that, when the
Europeans came to America, there
were, flourishing and strong civiliza-
tions there. One cannot talk about a
discovery of America'because one
discovers that which one does not
know about or that which is hidden.
But America and its native civiliza-
tions had discovered themselves long
before the fall of the Roman Empire
and Medieval Europe. The signifi-
cance of its cultures form part of the
heritage of humanity and continue
to astonish the learned ones.

.
Our people will have a year dedicat-
ed to the problems that afflict them
and, in this respect, are now getting
ready to carry out different activities
with the purpose of presenting pro-
posals and putting pressure on
actions. All this will be conducted in
the most reasonable way and with
the most convincing and justified
arguments for the elimination of
racism, oppression, discrimination
and the exploitation of those who
have been dragged into poverty and
oblivion. Also, for those who have
been doomed, the award of the
Nobel Prize represents recognition
and encouragement, and an objec-
tive.

That is why I dream of the daywhen
the relationship between indigenous
people and other people is strength-
ened, when they can join their
potentialities and their capabilities
and contribute to make life on this
planet less unequal.

I think it isnecessarythat the Indian
people, of which I am a member,
should contribute with its science
and its knowledge to human devel-
opment because we have enormous
potentials and we could articulate
our very ancient heritage with the
achievements of the civilization in
Europe as well as other parts of the
world.

"The whole society has
the obligation to show
mutual respect, to learn
from each other ..."

Today in the 47th period of ses-
sions of the General Assembly, I wish that a conscious sense of

peace and a feeling of human soli-
darity would develop in all the peo-
ple which could open for new rela-
tionships of respect and equality for
the next millennium -ruled by fra-
ternity and not by cruel conflicts.

the United Nations (UN) will insti-
tute 1993 as the International YearBut this contribution, that to our

understanding is a recovery of the
natural and cultural heritage, must
take place based on a rational and
consensualplanification in respect of of the organizations of the Indian
the right to make use of knowledge
and natural resources, with guaran-
tees as to equality both towards
Government and society.

of the World's Indigenous Peoples,
in thepresence of well known chiefs

people and the Continental
Resistance Movement of Indians, An opinion is being formed every-

where about a phenomenon of today
that, in spite of beingexpressed
between wars and violence, calls
upon the entire humanity to protect
its historical values: unity in diversi-
ty. And this calls upon us to reflect
about the incorporation of important
elements of change and transforma-
tion in allaspects of life on earth, in
the search for specific and definite
solutions to the deep ethical crisis
that afflicts humanity. This will, no
doubt, have decisive influence on the
structuration of the future.

Blacks, and other people. They will
all formally participate in the open-
ing of the working sessions in order
to claim that 1993 be a year of spe-We the Indians are willing to com-

bine tradition with modernism, but
not at all cósts. We will not tolerate
nor permit that our future be
planned as possible guardians of
ethno-touristic projects at continen-
tallevel.

cific actions to really place the
Indian people within their national
contexts and the mutual internation-
al agreements.

The achievement of International
Year of the World's Indigenous
Peoples and the progress represented
by the preparation of the project of

At a time when the commemoration
of the Fifth Centenary of the arrival
of Columbus in America has reper-
cussions all over the world, the
revival of hopes for. the Indian peo-
ple claims that we reassert to the
world our existence and the value of
our cultural identity. It demandsthat
we endeavor to actively participate in
the decisions that concern our des-
tiny in the building-up of our coun-
tries/nations. Should we, in spite of
all, not be taken into consideration,

the Universal Declaration are the
result of the participation of numer-
ous
Governmental Organizations and
the successful efforts of the experts

Indian brothers, Non- There is a possibility that some cen-
ters of political and economic power,
some statesmen and intellectuals,
have not yet managed to see the
advantagesof the active participation
of the Indian people in all the fields
of human activity. However, the
movement initiated by different
political

in the Working Group, in addition
to the comprehensiveness shown by
many countries in the United
Nations.
We hope that the formulation of the
project in respect of the Declaration and intellectual
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"Amerindians" will finally convince
them that, from anobjective point of
view, we are a constituent part of the
historical alternatives that are being
discussed at international levels.

boring. countries. In Guatemala
there are today almost 100,000
orphans and more than 40,000 wid-

Guatemalteca - URNG - (The
Guatemalan National Revolutionary
Unity), as a necessary step to intro-
duce to Guatemala the spirit of the
Agreement ofEsquipulas.

ows. The practice of, "missing"
in vilei3.139politicians, was

Guatemala, as a government policy.
invented

Ladies and gentlemen, allow meto
saysome candid words about my

As a result of this Agreement and
conversations between the URNG
and different sectorsrníof the:
Guatem ilan society, direct negotia-i
tions were initiated under the gov-
ernment of President Serrano,
between the government and the
guerrilla, as a result of which three
agreements have already been
signed. However, the subject of.
Human Rights has taken a long
time, because this subject constitutes
the core in Guatemalan problematic,
and around this core important dif-
ferences have arisen. Nevertheless,
there has been considerable progress.

As you knöw, I am myself a survivor:
ofamassacredfamily.lti : boisy

The attention that this Nobel Prize
has focused on Guatemala should
imply that the violation of human
rights is no longer ignored interna
tionally. It will also honor all thöse
who have died struggling for social
equality and justice in my country.

The country collapsed into a crisis
never seen before and the changes in
the world forced and encouraged the
military forces to permit a political
opening thát consisted in the prepa-
ration of a new Constitution, in an
expansion of the political field and in
the transfer of the government to
civil sectors. We have had this new
regime for eight years and in certain
fields there have been some openings
ofimportance.

It is known throughout the world
that the Guatemalan people, as a
result of their struggle,succeeded in
achieving, in October 1944, a period
ofdemocracywhere institutionality
and human rights represented the
main philosophies. At that time,
Guatemala was an exception in the
American Continent because of its
struggle for complete national sover-
eignty. However, in 1954, a conspir-
ation that joined the traditional
national power centers, inheritors of
colonialism, with powerful foreign
interests, overthrew the democratic
regime as a result of an armed inva-
sion, thereby re-imposing the old
system of oppression which has
characterized the history of my
country. The economic, social and
political subjection that derived from
that part of the cold war, was what
initiated the internal armed conflict.
The repression against the organiza-
tions of the people, the democratic
parties and the intellectuals, started
in Guatemala long before the war
started. Let us not forget that.

The process of negotiations aims at
reaching agreements in order to
establish the basis for a real democ-
racy in Guatemalaand for the end of
the war. As far as I understand, with
the goodwill of the partiesconcerned
and the active participation of the
civil sectors, adapting to a great
national nity, thephase ofpurposes
and intentions could be left behind
so that Guatemala could be pulled
out of the crossroads that seems to
become eternal.

However, in spite of these openings,
repression and violation of human
rights persist in the middle of an
economic crisis, that is becoming
more and more acute, to the extent
that 84% of the population is today
considered as poor, and some 60%
are considered as very poor. and urgent needs for life and for the
Impunity and terror continue to pre-
vent people from freely expressing
their needs and vital demands. The
internal armed conflict still exists.

Dialogues and the political negotia-
tions are, no doubt, adequate means.
to solve these problems, in order to
respond in a specific way to the vital

implementation of democracy for.
our Guatemalan people. 31

Tt isnecessaryto point out, herein
loslo, that the issue of the Human
Rights in Guatemala constitutes just
now the most urgent problem that
has to be solved. My statement is
neither incidental nor unjustified.:a

In the attempt to crush rebellion,
dictatorships have committed the
greatest atrocities. They have leveled
villages and murdered thousands of
farmers, particularly Indians, hun-
dreds of trade union workers and
students, outstanding intellectuals
and politicians, priests and nuns.
Through this systematic persecution
in the name of the safety of the
nation, one million farmers were
removed by force from their lands;
100,000 had to seek refuge in neigh-

The political life in my country has
lately circled around thesearch for a
political solution to the global crisis
and the armed conflict that has
existed in Guatemala since 1962.
This process was initiated by the
Agreement signed in this City of
Oslo, between the Comisión
Nacional de Reconciliación
(National
Reconciliation) with government
mandate,
Revolucionaria

As has been ascertained by interna-
tional institutions, such as The
United Nations Commission on
Human Rights, the Interamerican
Commission of the Human Rights
and many other humanitarian orga-
nizations, Guatemala is one of the
countries in America with the largest

Commission for

Unidad
Nacional

and the
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number of violations of these rights, tion in the matter of landpossession,
the largest number of cases of
impunity where security forces are
generally involved. It is imperative
that the repression and persecution
of the people and the Indians be
stopped. The compulsory mobiliza-
tion and integration of young people
into the Patrols of Civil Self-
defense, which to a great extent
affects the Indian people, must also
be stopped.

to allow for the development of the
agricultural potentials, as well as for
the return to the legitimate owners
of the land that was taken away from
them. And not to forget that this
process of reorganization must be
carried out with the greatest respect
towards nature, in order to protect
her and return to her, her strength
and capability to generate life.

No less characteristic in a democracy
is social justice. This demands a
solution to the frightening indexes of
infantile mortality, of malnutrition,

In Guatemala it is just as important
to recognize the Identity and the
Rights of the Indigenous People,
that have been ignored and despised
not only during the colonial period,
but also in the republican one. It is
not possible to conceive a democratic
Guatemala, free and independent,
without the indigenous identity
shaping its character into all aspects
of nationalexistence.

Democracy in Guatemala must be
built up as soon as at all possible. It
is necessary that the Human Rights
be fully complied with, i.., put an
end to racism; guarantee freedom to
organize and to move within all sec-
tors of the country. In short, it is
imperative to open the fields to the
multi-ethnic civil socicty with all its
rights, to demilitarize the country
and establish the basis for its devel-
opment, so that it can be pulled out
of today's underdevelopment and
poverty.

It will undoubtedly be something
new, a completely new experience,
with features that, at the moment,
we cannot describe. But it will
authentically respond to history and
the characteristics of the real
Guatemalannationality - thereal
profile that has been distorted for
such a long time.

"It is not possible to
conceiveademocratic
Guatemala, free and

independent, without the This urgency and this vital need, are
the issues that urge me, at this
moment, from this rostrum, to ask
the national opinion and the inter-
national community, to show a more
active interest in Guatenala.

indigenous identity.."
lack of education, analphabetism,
wages not sufficient to sustain life.
These problems have a growing and
painful impact on the Guatemalan
population and there are no
prospects and no hopes.

Among the most bitter dramas that
a great percentage of the population
has to endure, is the forced exodus.
Which means, to be forced by mili-
tary units and persecution to aban-
don their villages, their mother
earth, where their ancestors rest,
their environment, the nature that
gave them life and growth of their
communities, all of which constitute
a coherent system of social organiza-
tion and functional democracy.

Taking into consideration that, in
connection with my role as a Nobel
Prize Winner in theprocess of nego-
tiations for peace in Guatemala,
many possibilities have been han-
dled; but, now, I think that this role
is more likely to be the role ofa pro-
moter ofpeace, of national unity, for
protection of the rights of the
indigenous people in such a way that
I may take iritiatives in accordance
with those arising, and thereby pre-
vent the Peace Prize from becoming
a piece of paper that has been filed.

Among the features that characterize
society today, is the role of the
woman,. although woman emancipa-
tion has not been fully achieved so
far by any country in the world.

The case of the displaced and
refugees in Guatemala is heartbreak-
ing; some of them are condemned to
live in exile in other countries, but
the great majority live in exile in
their own country. They are forced
to wander from place to place, to live
in ravines and inhospitable places,
some not recognized as Guatemalan
citizens, but all of them are con-
demned to poverty and hunger.
There cannot be a real democracy as
long as this problem is not satisfac-
torily solved and these people are
reintegrated to their lands and vil-
lages.

The historical development in
Guatemala reflects now the need and
the irreversibility of the active con-
tribution of the woman in the con-
figuration of the new Guatemalan
social order, of which, I humbly
believe, the Indian women are
already a clear testimony. This Nobel
Prize is a recognition to those who
have been, and still are in most parts
of the world, the most exploited of
the exploited ones; the most dis-
criminated of the discriminated
ones, the most marginalized of the
marginalized ones, but still they are
the ones that produce life and riches.

I call upon all the social and ethnic
sectors that constitute the people of
Guatemala to participate actively in
the efforts to find a peaceful solution
to the arned conflict, to build up a
sound unity between the "ladinos"
(of Indian and Spanish descent), the
Blacks and the Indians, all of whom
must create within their diversity,
the Guatemality.

Democracy,development and mod-
ernization of a country are impossi-
ble and incongruous without the
solution of theseproblems.

Along the same lines, I invite the
international community to con-
tribute with specific actions so that
the parties involved may overcome
the differences that at this stage keepIn the new Guatemalan society there

must be a fundamental reorganiza-
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TREAIY COUNCIL NEWS
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SPECIAL BULLETIN REGARDING GUATEMALA

p
g On Tuesday May 25, 1993, after several weeks of protest by
og Guatenalan students, workers and other sectors of the

population in rosponse to recent actions by his
administration, Guatenalan President Jorge Serrano Elias
announced the imposition of martial law. In an early morninghst

t cibroadcast heannounceda "state ofenergency"suspendingthe
ton to Constitution (including freedon of the pres8 and assenbly),
thes Jdo dissolving the Congress and Supreme Court, and suspend ing the
place in functions of theOmbudsman for Hunan Right8.
for the
thewenld to maintain political control despite the election of

These measurGB
were backed by the Guatemalan military, whih has continued

etbeslo civilian presidents in recent years.
Many Indigenous representatives fron Nations around the

world, lncluding delegates from the IITC, Were in
Chimaltenango Guatemala at the time, attending the "First
Indigenous Sumnit Meeting" hosted by Guatemala IndigenouB
organizationsandcoordinatedby1992Nobel Prize recipiant en c Uotes
Rigboberta Menchu Tum (see next Treaty Coungil Nera for a
report on the Sumnlt)e Rigoberta interceded with the
international diplomatic community as well as Guatemalan
officials to insure the safaty o the delegates.
continued until its scheduled conclusion on Friday May 28

18o8, whc

The Sumnit
As a result of a unified outery from IndigenQus, human

rights and grass roots organizations as well as varioua , the
officia)o within theGuatemalangovernnent,combined with g Beg

CondennationofSerrano'sactionbycountriesaroundthe .
jch co world, President Serrano was forced to step down. An attempt
eted,is to replace him with his Vice-Preeident failed. h
the worlo In a victory for Indigenous and Popular organ izations and
se s humanrights advocates,RaniroCarpiodeLeon, the formerons Sta

HumanRighteOmbudsman(whohadbeenplacedunderhouse e f s
arrest by Serrano) was confirmed by the reinstated Congres8
as the new President on June 6th. One of his first action
wasthe firing of the Minister of DefenseGeneralSanoya forhseret

rk his role in the failed takeover by Serrano.
csn, wittDespite this apparentlypositiveoutcone, the situation insh hy
Bot 3n Guatemala continues to be very unstable. Guatenala hasan

infamoUs history as a violator of human rights, especially in
its brutal treatment of the Mayan Indians who constitute the
majority of the population.
ongoing actions of the military in outlying Indian
communities out of sight of the international press and
diplomatic community. There is also a renewed need to demand

Grave ooncerns remain over the

full political participation at all levels by theIndigenoue
e su Peoples of Guatemala, who have been marginalized and

civ
brutalized in their own lands since the coning of the
Buropeans 500 years ago.

ecy Please contact the IITC or other involved organjzations
for updates.Contlnue to monitor the situation and to write

o 8 theGuatemalangovernment as well as your own elected
officiala to insist that hunan rights and demooratic
prinoiples be respected in Guatemala.



negotiations in a wait-and-see state,
and thereby succeed, first of all, in
signing an agreement on Human
Rights. And then, re-initiate the
rounds of negotiation and find those
issues on which to compromise
allowing for the Peace Agreement to
be signed and immediately verified,
because I have no doubt that this
will bring about a great relief to the
prevailingsituation in Guatemala.

provide consistency, interrelation and
concordance with respect to the eco-
nomic, social and cultural structures
of the societies, that could have deep
roots and sound influence.

We havein ourmind thedeepestfelt
demands of the entire Humanity
when we strive for a peaceful co-
existence and the preservation of the
environment. tias
The strugglewe fightpurifiesandT adies and gentlemen, the fact shapes the future.that I havegivenpreferenceto

the American Continent, and in par-
ticular to my country, does not mean
that I do not have an important
place in my mind and in my heart
for the concern of other people of
the world and their constant struggle
for thedefense ofpeace, of the rights
to a life and all its inalienable rights.
The majority of us, who aregathered
here today, constitute an example of
the above, and along these linesI
would humbly extend to you myi
gratitude.

WTliam A
Means
ftompage

Our history is a live history, that has
throbbed, withstood and survived
manycenturies ofsacrifice. Now it
comes forward again with strength.
The seeds, dormant for such a long
time, break out today with some
uncertainty, although they germinate
in a world that is at present charac-
terized by confusion andvagueness.

There is no doubt that this process
will be long andcomplex, but it is no
Utopia and we, the Indians, now
have confidence in its implementa-
tion.

with the United States is governed
by a bi-lateral international treaty
signed on April 29, 1868, which is
similar to the other 370 existing bi-
lateral treaties between the United
States and Indian nations within its
borders.

Many things have changed in these
last years. There have been great
changes of world-wide character.
The East-West confrontation has
ceased to exist and the cold war has
come to an end. These changes,
which exact forms cannot yet be pre-
dicted, have left gaps that the people
of the world have known how to
make use in order to come forward,
struggle and win national terrain and
international recognition.

I send my greetings and wish to
thank the Secretary-General of the"The 'struggle we fight

purifies and shapes the
future."

The peopleofGuatemaļawill

United Nations, H.E. Mr. Butros
Burtos-Ghali, the United Nations
Undersecretary for Human Rights,
Mr. Anton Blanca, the Honorable
Representatives of the Members of
the General Assembly of the United
Nations, and to the Members and
United Nations Staff of the
International Yearof theWorld's
IndigenousPeoples, on behalf of the

rediscover itself to build upa country Indian people of the Western
Hemisphere and the International
Indian Treaty Council, a Non-
Governmental Organization in
Category II status with the.United
Nations Economic and Social
Council, representing 98 Indian
nations and communities throughout

mobilize and will be aware of its
strength to build up a worthy future.
It is preparing itself to sow the
future, to free itself from atavisms, to

Today, we must fight for a better
world- without poverty, without
racism, with peace in the Middle
East and in South-East Asia (to
where I address a plea for the libera-
tion of Mrs. AungSanSuuKyi, win-
ner of the Nobel Peace Prize 1991);
for a just and peaceful solution of the
Balkans; for the end of the
Apartheid in the South of Africa; for
the stability in Nicaragua; that the
Peace Agreement in El Salvador be
observed; for the re-establishment of
democracy in Haiti; for thecomplete
sovereignty ofPanama;becauseall of
that constitutes the highest aims as
to justice in the international situa-
tion - aworld atpeacethatcould

with a genuine national identity to
start a new life.

By combining all the shades and
nuances of the "ladinos," the "garífu-
nas," and the Indians in the
Guatemalan ethnic mosaic, we must
interlace a number of colors without
arising contradictions, without their
becoming grotesque nor antagonis-
tic. We must give them brightness
and a superior quality, just the way
ourweaversweave. A typical guipil"
shirt brilliantly composed, a gift to
Humanity.

the Americas.

It is indeed an honor to address the
General Assembly upon this
momentous occasion when, for the
first time in history, Indian peoples
of the Americas, and Indigenous
people throughout the world, stand
before the Member Nations of this
great body to bring our unique histo-

Thank you very much.
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indigenous peoples of North
America, this self-determination is
already addressed through existing
bi-lateral treaties.

action. World concern must focusry, our philosophical world view, and
our own contributions to the devel-
opment of world civilization, to the
attention of the great nations which
you represent. As our leaders have
often stated, the only voice, the only.
colorabsent from this community of
nations, is the Red Man of the
Western Hemisphere.

on all colonial governments to the
end that sovereign people every-
where shall live as they choose, in
peace, with dignity andfreedom.For years, indigenous people have

been the mysterious minority popu-
lations scattered throughout the
nations of the world, forgotten while
the nation-states around them have
been

Former indigenous nations and
tribes now strain against the artificial
and temporary adhesive of colonial
empires. Despite intense efforts at
acculturation and assimilation by the
great multinational forces and

empires, the indigenous peoples
of the world still cling to

Until this moment, we have had our
place in world civilization deter-
mined by the so-called "modern,"
industrial nations and ranked
according to their values,
values which
placed
people at the very
bottom of the
human family.

their own culture, origins
have and their indigenous

roots. This has creat-
ed a new tension in
the world, where
those who still

an
attachment to

old
multinational
empires des-

indigenous

maintainToday, theUnitedNations
begins
process
knowing us,
not through
the distorted
history of the
colonizers,
but by hearing
our own voic-
es, looking into
our hearts, and
coming to under-
stand our humani-
ty. Today, you begin
learning the important
past and potential contri-
butions of indigenous peo-
ples to the world.

these
the
of

perately try
to hold
together that
whic h

a ppe ars
doomed to
come apart.

This despera-
tion and fear of

a return to multi-
culturalism and,

yes, even tribalism,
grows from a fear of

the unknown by those
whom have had their minds

washed clean of their own eth-
nic and indigenous histories. They

have been trained to fear that which
they have been taught is not impor-
tant, is a part of their dark uncivi-
lized past, that which must beerased
in the name of modernization and

Today, you begin the process of see-
ing indigenouspeoples of the world,
not as primitive and backward, but,
rather, as human beings with our
own dreams and aspirations, our
own values systems, our own yearn-
ing for international recognition of
our human rights, including the
right ofself-determination.

racked by violence, dissension and
bloodshed; that is, forgotten, until
their natural resources are needed,
which in turn means additional loss
of land for indigenouspeoples. western civilization.

Just as the international community
has recognized the right of self-
determination for peoples in former
colonies, the right ofself-determina-
tion for indigenous peoples should
now be recognized by the interna-
tional community. In thecase of the

Might does not make right.
Sovereign people of varying cultures
have the absolute right to live in har-
mony with Mother Earth so long as
they do not infringe upon this same
right of otherpeoples.The denial of
this right to any sovereignpeople,
such as the Indigenous Nations,
must be challenged by truth and

Many nations, despite having
indigenous blood flowing through
the veins of the populace, move to
eradicate their own links to their
indigenous past by the eradication of
any remaining living symbols of the
same.

Certainly, these actions continue to
pose a threat to the very physical and
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cultural existence of the indigenous
peoples of the world.
The International Year of the
World's Indigenous Peoples is even
more vitalbecause of this continuing
and very real threat. This sends a
powerful mesage to those attempt-
ing to erase the indigenous identity
in their own nations that, yes,
indigenous peoples do have human
rights and deserve the greatest pro-
tection, that indigenous people have
more than just minority status with-
in the geographical boundaries of We are further requesting that the
the lands wherein they live.

indigenouspeoples of the world, we
ask and encourage the General
Assembly to consider one or more
Pan-Indigenous and Pan-Indian
organizations be granted Observer
status within the General Assembly
and the United Nations system, so
that we can play a constructive role
in world peace and in international
mediation, as well as contribute to
the on-going protection and
advancemnentof our own indigenous
peoples throughout the world.

countries in Central and South
America the overwhelming majority
are Indian. As democracy spreads
around the world it is inevitable that
in the near future an Indian National
will finally take its rightful placehere
in the family of Nations. Human
Rights violations continue from
North to South. The Rainforest of
the Amazon basin, the lungs of
Mother Earth, continues to be rav-
aged by industrialization endanger-
ing the lives of the entire human
family.

Members of the United Nations As Indigenous Peoples still living on
the land of our ancient ancestorswe
have the absolute right to self gov-
ernment, sovereignty, and indepen-
dence. The industrial world must
understand that our land, our
Mother is not for sale, that
the graves of our ancestors must not
be desecrated and that we are all
related.

We know and understand the earth,
and we are humble in her presence,
because we know, and have known
for thousands and thousands of
years, that we exist only with her
sufferance. We know and under-
stand humans and other living
things on this earth, and we know
that all living things are related, that
the web of life iswoven together,
and that injury to one part of the
web does injury to the whole. This
is our world view, the sacredmap Protection of the Rights of
that guides us through life. It is one
of the many contributions that we
are willing to share with the world,
as a part of the international com-
munity and the family ofnations.

"Today, you begin
leaming the important past
and potential contributions
of indigenous people

to the world."

support aprocess that will lead to an
International Convention for the.

In conclusion, I will paraphraseone
of our great Indian leaders, Chief
Seattle of the Sequamish Nation.

Indigenous Peoples. We call for this
international process leading to
international legal mechanisms
because indigenous peoples are in
particularly vulnerable positions that
existing legal norms seem unable to
protect. Furthermore, such legal
mechanisms would send a message
to some existing governments with
records of human rights abuses
toward indigenous peoples. Such
legal mechanisms andexpressions of
international concern are critical to
the survival of indigenouspeoples.

"You Europeans did not weave the
web of life, you are only a single
strand in it. Whatever you do to the
web you do to yourself. Tribe fol-
lows tribe and nation follows nation,
it is like thewavesof the sea, it is the
order of nature, and regret isuseless.
Your time of decay may be distant
but it will surelycome, for evenyour
God who walked and talked with
you as friend with friend, could not
escape the common destiny. We

see.
may be brothers after all. We shall

A great Indian leader once said,
"Our land is more valuable than your
money. It will lastforever. It will
not evenperish by the flames of fire.
As long as the sun shines and the
waters flow, this land will be here to
give life to men and animals. We
cannot sell the lives of men and ani-
mals; therefore we cannot sell this
land. It was put here for us by the
Great Spirit and we cannot sell it
because it does not belong to us.
You can count your money and burn
it within the nod of a buffalo's head,
but only the Great Spirit can count
the grains of sandand blades ofgrass
of these plains. As a present to you,
we will give you anything we have
that you can take with you; but the
land, never."

Mitakuye Oyasin
The new spirit within the United
Nations of international cooperation
and action to secure human rights of
ethnic populations is indeed promis-
ing, if suchprinciples ofcooperation
and action are applied evenly
throughout the world. We are hope-
ful that the same international coop-
eration and action will be forthcom-
ing to protect the indigenous peoples
of theworld.

pporters,
dered to serve 2yearspro

States... as asoverAs the attention of the United
Nations is focused in the coming
year upon the situ ation of the

In the Americas there are over eighty
million Indian People. In at least six
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cultúral existence of the indigenous
peoples of the world.
The International Year of the
World's Indigenous Peoples is even
more vitalbecause of this continuing
and very real threat. This sends a
powerful message to those attempt-
ing to erase the indigenous identity
in their own nations that, yes,
indigenous peoples do have human
rights and deserve the greatest pro-
tection, that indigenous people have
more than just minority status with-
in the geographical boundaries of
the lands wherein they Iive.

indigenous peoples of the world, we
ask and encourage the General
Assembly to consider one or more
Pan-Indigenous and Pan-Indian
organizations be granted Observer
status within the General Assembly
and the United Nations system, so
that we can play a constructive role
in world peace and in international
mediation, as well as contribute to
the on-going protection and
advancemnentof our own indigenous
peoples throughout the world.
We are further requesting that the
Members of the United Nations

countries in Central and South
America the overwhelming majority
are Indian. As democracy spreads
around the world it is inevitable that
in the near future an Indian National
will finaly take its rightful placehere
in the family of Nations. Human
Rights violations continue from
North to South. The Rainforest of
the Amazon basin, the lungs of
Mother Earth, continues to be rav-
aged by industrialization endanger-
ing the livesof the entire human
family.
As Indigenous Peoples still living on
the land of our ancient ancestorswe
have the absolute right to self gov-
ernment, sovereignty, and indepen-
dence. The industrial world must
understand that our land, our
Mother is not for sale, that
the graves of our ancestors must not

We know and understand the earth,
and we are humble in her presence,
because we know, and have known
for thousands and thousands of
years, that we exist only with her
sufferance. We know and under-
stand humans and other living
things on this earth, and we know
that all living things are related, that
the web of life is woven together,
and that injury to one part of the
web does injury to the whole. This
is our world view, the sacred map
that guides us through life. It is one
of the many contributions that we
are willing to share with the world,
as a part of the international com-
munity and the family ofnations.

"Today, you begin
learning the important past
and potential contributions
of indigenous people be desecrated and that we are all

related.to the world."
In conclusion, I will paraphraseone
of our great Indian leaders, Chief
Seattle of the Sequamish Nation.support a process that will lead to an

International Convention for the
Protection of the Rights of "You Europeans did not weave the
Indigenous Peoples. VWe call for this
international process leading to
international legal mechanisms
because indigenous peoples are in
particularly vulnerable positions that it is like thewavesof the sea, it is the
existing legal norms seem unable to
protect. Furthermnore, such legal
mechanisms would send a message
to some existing governments with
records of human rights abuses
toward indigenous peoples. Such
legal mechanisms and expressions of
international concern are critical to
thesurvivalofindigenouspeoples. MitakuyeOyasin l uh

web of life, you are only a single
strand in it. Whatever you do to the
web you do to yourself. Tribe fol-
lows tribe and nation follows nation,

A great Indian leader once said,
"Our land is more valuable than your
money. It will lastforever. It will
not even perish by the flames of fire.
As long as the sun shines and the
waters flow, this land will be here to
give life to men and animals. We
cannot sell the lives of men and ani-
mals; therefore we cannot sell this
land. It was put here for us by the
Great Spirit and we cannot sell it
because it does not belong to us.
You can count your money and burn
it within the nod ofa buffalo'shead,
but only the Great Spirit can count
the grains of sand andblades ofgrass
of these plains. As a present to you,
we will give you anything we have
that you can take with you; but the
land, never."

order of nature, and regret is useless.
Your time of decay may be distant
but it will surelycome, for evenyour
God who walked and talked with
you as friend with friend, could not
escape the common destiny. We
may be brothers after all. We shall
See»

The new spirit within the United
Nations of international cooperation
and action to secure human rights of
ethnic populations is indeed promis-
ing, if suchprinciples ofcooperation
and action are applied evenly
throughout the world. We are hope-
ful that the same international coop-
eration and action will be forthcom-
ing to protect the indigenous peoples
of theworld.

As the attention of the United
Nations is focused in the coming
year upon the situation of the

In the Americas there are over eighty
million Indian People. In at least six
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ELDERS SPEAK OUT AGAINST U.S. WAR
story of 19th Centuryconquest, but
a present-day confrontation. The

the Western Shoshone Nation has
nevergiven up title to it. In fact, the
land in question is specifically Western Shoshone regard their land
acknowledged as Western Shoshone
land under the 1863 Treaty of Ruby
Valley.
Initially, Mary and Carrie Dann, their lives.
leaders of an extendedWestern
Shoshone family, won in the courts.
The land has never been transferred.

BUREAU OF LAND
MANAGEMENT

LAUNCHES WAR ON
tWESTERN SHOSHONE assacred and have never offered it

for sale or surrendered it, and today
theyare fighting to protect it and

WOMEN
UPDATE: SHOSHONE ELDER
CONVICTED
On March4, 1993Western Shoshone
Nation elder Clifford Dannwas con-
victed ofassaultingfederalofficers
on his sisters' ranch in Crescent
Valley, Nevada. He was arrested on
November 19, 1992 when he
attempted to set himself on
fire as part of an attempt
to block the confisca-
tion ofWestern
Shoshone horses.
Witnesses reported
that Mr. Dannwas
rushed by federal
agents, knocked
down, injured
and arrested. In
the process, gaso-
line was splashed
which brought
about the assault
-charge. Prior to, and
during his arrest, Dan
had made no violent moves
towardanyone. Mr. Danı
stated, "By taking away our
livelihood and our lands, you are
taking our lives."
The struggle of Clifford Dann, his
sisters, elders Mary and Carrie
Dann, to stop confiscation of their
livestock by the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management has been going on for
over 17years. The BLM claims that
the Dann's grazing land belongs to
the federal government. The Dann
family has used this land to graze
their livestock for manyyears, and

“What is at issue is the honor of the
US. Weare not a politically powerful
people. Weentered into the Treaty of
Ruby Valley as coequal sovereign
nations ... Theland to the traditional

SHOSASTERN
S

Shosboneissacred. It is thebasis
for our lives. To take away
the land is to take away
the livesof thepeople."

TERA
Nevertheless,
Cifford Dann
remains in cus-
tody without
bail inWashoe
County,
Nevada, await-
ing sentencing
on May 17th.
Supportersof the
Dann family con-

EFENSEENSE
tinue to camp out

on the land, preparing
for BLM attemptsto

confiscate more Western

NSE Shoshone livestock, which
could come at any time.

the Dann family have called for

protect theirway of life, their Treaty

PRO)E
The WesternShoshone Nation and

But in 1979 the courts rewrote his-
tory, picking an arbitrary date, 1872,
(when the U. S. took Shoshone land)
andpaying them'1872 prices for it

international support to help them

rights, and their survival.

money the people have refused,
and which remains in the Interior
Department coffers. Nothing hap-
pened in 1872, the taking of
Shoshone land is not another sad

Raymond Yowel, Chief,
WesternShoshone National Council
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ON WESTERNSHOSHONENATION
ou havespokenout againstthe treatment of KurdishpeoplebySaddamHussein.Youhavespokenout about the
treatment of the Muslims by the government ofYugoslavia. Yet the United Stateshas taken our land, has denied

hunting and fishing rights, and now is taking away the livelihood of the Western Shoshone people. We intend to
notify the United Nations that your government has violated our human and civil rights.

I havebeen authorized by the Western Shoshone National Council to inform you, the Ch.cf Executive of the United
States of America, of the serious violations against our people that your agents have committed. You have the execu-
tive power to stop this. Whether you have the courage to discipline your Own bureaucrats and order them to honor
the Treaty made between our two nations, remains to be seen.

Very soon it will be Thanksgiving Day. When you sit down with your
family, will you have Shoshone blood on your hands? What will you
tell your grandchildren about peace and freedom in this country?
Here, in this isolated, cold wind swept valley, what will I tell the
grandchildrenof CliffordDann?"

Raymond Yowell, Chief,
Western Shoshone National Council

Nhe U.S. Constitution states that treaties are the Supreme Law of
the land. This, I hope, includes Indigenous Nations. These

courts continue to treat the Western Shoshone 1863 Treaty of Rüby
Valley as something different. It seems that the courts are dealing
outside of the Constitutional guidelines on treaties, which states that
only the U.S. president and senate can act on Indian treaty matters.
Why are the courts outside of their jurisdiction? Do they mean justice
or Just-us? It's your'government Ladies and Gentlemen, we are the

minority of the minorities, yet we want our children to live in ademocracy, not to be ruled by a dictatorship.

Let's listen to what we are asking for, let's live by rule of good law instead of "taking and encroachment." I will say to
the people who live in what we know as Nevada, the Western Shoshone land has never been ceded or deeded to the
U.S. So, the U.S. can't "take or encroach" upon our land and determine that this is extinguishment of Western
Shoshone land rights.

In my life time, history claims that Hitler "took" over Poland without Polish people's blessing. This was known as
dictatorship. The U.S. courts step outside the court's parameters, which constitutes "dictatorship." this is your consti-
tution, protect it by insisting that it is followed, not trashed by the courts or others. "

Carrie Dann

BULLETIN !!
On May 17, 1993, at aNevada federal courtroompacked with supporters,

Clifford Dann wassentencedto 9 months to a U.S. federal prison, fined $5,000, orderedto serve 2years pro-
bation, anddo community service. He declared"Tama political prisoner of the United States... asasovereign

citizen of theWesternSboshoneNation, I bave neveracepted, anddo not nowacceptthis court
jurisdiction over me." And Carrie, his sisteradded, "Cliford is aPRISONERofWAR."
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14TH INTERNATIONAL INDIANTREATYCOUNCIL
Ohlone People, as the aboriginal
Native Peoples of San Francisco, in
their efforts to re-claim the area now
known as the Presidio in San
Francisco as part of the lands to be
returned to the Muwekma Ohlone
People; and

RESOLUTION ON b) theirforcedremovalfromfami-
lies, communities, and thereforeTHE RIGHTS OF

INDIGENOUS
from their cultural roots

c) illegal adoptions
CHILDREN

Having heard the testimony of vari-
d) medical experimentation, and

any other forms of abuses practiced
ousdelegates regarding violations of against indigenous children WHEREAS, it is history that the

Ohlone People were forcibly
removed from their aboriginal com-
munities and put in missions in the
early 1800's, were enslaved as labor-
ers, and robbed of their land, lan-
guage, Indian names, religion and
culture, and now, after 500 years of
survival, are still actively pursuing
acknowledgement and the right to
exercise their sovereignty.

the rights of indigenous children,
which include: the sale of children in
the name of "adoption" to non-

3) To concern ourselves more
actively in the situations in which

indigenous families; the use of. ndigenous children are living and
their effects (in schools, rural areas,
cities, refugee camps, etc.), and to
present possible solutions, through
the implementation of a Special

Project of the
IITC to begin
1993 "the Inter-
nationalYear of

World's
Indigenous

indigenous children for medical
experimentation and testing; the
removal of indigenous children from
their communities by federal and

THEREFÖRE,BE ITRESOLVED
that the delegates to the 14ththe
International Indian TreatyPeop les

remembering
that our indige-
nous children
are the future of

Conference, representing many
Indigenous Nations from North,
Central, and South America, the
Pacific, and Asia, call upon

our Peoples. Congressional Representativesand
all other elected officials to support
the Muwekma Ohlone's claim to the
Presidio as.a part of the ancestral
lands to be returned to them; and

BE ITFURTHER RESOLVED that
these
Muwekma Ohlone and the thirty-
two other California Indian Nations
in their current efforts to seek
"Federal Recognition" by the U. S.
Congres; and that the formal recog-
nition of the California Indian
Peoples in this Quincentennial Year
1992 is an essential step in the devel-
opment of a new and more positive
relationship between the U. S.
Government and Indigenous
Peoples; and

Proposed by the
Comite de
U n id a d
Campesina
(Guatemala) and

From left to right: Robert Cruz, O'odbam -JamesMain Sr, GrosVentre - passed by consen-
Sus of the delegates

andmembersof the IITC Board of
Directors, October 9th, 1992, in San

delegates support the
Lenny Foster, Dine.

state governments; and the suffering
caused by occupations and other acts
by the military forces of various
countries;
The 14th International Indian
Treaty Conference RESOLVES:
1) To make efforts to collect infor-
mation and documentation regard-
ing the situation of indigenouschil-
dren in each country.

Francisce, California.

MUWEKMA OHLONE
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, The 14th International
Indian Treaty Conference at San
Franciscoendorses the efforts of the
California Aboriginal Native
American Nations, Tribes and Bands
who are seeking federally-recognized
title to their traditional lands
through Congressional legislation

2) To denounce before the appro-
priate national and international
bodies each case that we receive
regarding:

BE IT FINALLYRESOLVEDthat,
in this Quincentennial Year, the del-
egates to the 14th International
Indian Treaty Conference join in the
celebration of Survival for the
Ohlone People of the San Francisco
Bay Area, once declared extinct, and
strongly support them in their

for "landless" Indians; and
a) the theft, underground traffic

and sale of indigenous children for
various purposes

WHEREAS, the 14th International
Indian Treaty Conference delegates
arc in support of the Muwekma
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CONFERENCE,SAN FRANCISCO, AUGUST 1992

Indigenousendeavors to secure their sovereignty,
their cultural rights and their exis-
tence as a People into the future.

Passed by Consensus of the delegates
and IITC Board ofDirectors,October
9th, 1992, in San Francisco,
California.

1an d s

w ate rs,
Peoples, and
subsistence
resources
w it h
radioactive
and
substances,
and to per-

toxicRESOLUTION ON
PT. HOPE AND BURNT

TREATY
MOUNTAIN, ALASKA f or mradioactive

experimen-
tation

WHEREAS, the delegates to the
14th International Indian Treaty
Conference have seen documenta-
tion and heard testimony clearly
demonstrating that the United
States government has knowingly
subjected the lands, waters plants,
animals, and Peoples of Alaska to
nuclear experimentation, dumping,
contamination and other such prac-
tices; and

VCIL
on

Indigenous
communities
in
and
where;

Alaska
else- ITC BoardmemberHinewirangi,Maori Nation

RESOLUTION ONBE ITFURTHER RESOLVED that
the 14th International Indian Treaty
Conference calls for an immediate
end to all such practices; and

BE ITFURTHER RESOLVED that
the 14th International Indian Treaty
Conference instructs the IITC to
submit documentation on the Pt.
Hope and Burnt Mountain sites to

AOTEAROA
We, the participants in the 14th
International Indian
Conference hereby resolve that the
IITC takeaction in supportof:

WHEREAS, the existence of such
practices, resulting in exposure of
Alaska Indigenous Peoples and their
lands to radioactive contamination
without their knowledge or consent,
have recently been reported in the
public media, particularly regarding
the "Project Chariot" nuclear experi-
ment conducted by the U. S. govern-
ment near the village of Pt. Hope
and the Burnt Mountain nuclear-
powered warning device located near
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge;
and

Treaty

19
1. Honoring of the Treaty of
Waitangi, and demanding that the
British Crown honor this Treaty,
which waş made between two
Sovereign Nations

2. Restoration of "Rangatinatanga"
(Sovereignty) to Aotearoa

3. Reclaiming
"Aotearoa," which was the original
name given to their land by the
Maori People

the United Nations and other appro-
priate international forums on behalf

and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that

Conference instructs the IITC to

of the IndigenousPeoples ofAlaska;

the 14th International Indian Treaty the name

join with the IndigenousPeoples of
Alaska in demanding that the
United States, the State of Alaska,

WHEREAS, the responsible agencies
continue to withhold documentation
from concerned Indigenous commu-
nities regarding these and other past,
existing, and/or planned activities
involving radioactive or toxác conta-
mination in Alaska.

slgos
4. Honoring the status of the
Maori Peopleas "Tangata Whenua,"
the First Nation People ofAotearoa

and all other involved agencies and
officials fully disclose any and all
information regarding the "Project
Chariot" experiment and the Burnt
Mountain facility; immediately

Passedbyconsensus of tbe delegates and
the IITC Board of Directors, on
October 9th, 1992, in San Francisco.THEREFOREBE ITRESOLVED

that the 14th International Indian
Treaty Conference vehemently
denounces the policies of the United
States of America and other colonial
governments which allow govern-
mental agencies, military, and private
industries

remove all radioactive materials; and
initiate full clean-up, restitution, and
restoration in the affected communi-
ties and surrounding natural envi-
ronments.
Passed byconsensus of the delegates and
the IITC Board of Directors, on
October 9th, 1992, in San Francisco.

to contaminate
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UNITED NATIONS WORK UPDATE

STATEMENT BY THE IITC TO
THE IUCN REGARDING THE
DEVELOPMENT OF CRITE-
RIA FOR THR PROTECTION
OF ENDANGERED SPECIES.

plant and animal life, which we sub-
mit forconsiderationby IUCN:

As a Non-governmental Organiza-
tion with Čategory II Consultative
status,to the .N. Economic and
Social Council and as a member
organization of IUCN, the IITC has
had considerable involvement in
expressing Indigenous People's views
regarding environmental protection
before international community.

1. There must be a recognition that
environmental protection can not be
considered separately from interna-
tionally recognized human rights
basic to the survival of Indigenous
Peoples such as the right to develop-
ment, subsistence, self-determina-
tion and freedom of religious expres-
sion.

the Indigenous Peoples, because of
their historical dependency and
interrelationship with a specific
ecosystem, are highly-qualified
experts on the wild species in any
given area, as well as effective man-
agement and conservation practices.

6. In light of all the above points,
the traditional IndigenousPeoples of
each ecosystem under consideration
must be fuly involved in all levels of
decision-making, development of
criteria and proposals for solutions
regardingprotection of threatened
species.

2. There must be a recognition that,
like human

Our primary concern regarding the
issue of IƯCN's "Red List" cate-
gories for endangered species regards
the process by which criteria are
developed for such designation, in
particular theassurance of full par-
ticipation at every level and stage by
the Indigenous People whose tradi-
tional homeland or subsistence use
area is under consideration.

beings, the
plant and ani-
mal species
have intrinsic
survival rights
independent
of their useful-
ness to human societies.

Respectfully submitted to the
International Union
Protection of Natural Resources
(UCN), by the International Indian
Treaty Council Information Office,
March 4, 1993.

for the

On many occasions we have seen
Indigenous Peoples' warnings about
environmental damages to wildlife
posed by resource exploitation in
their areas (such as the effects of
timber clear-cutting on salmon or oil
development on caribou) refuted by
"scientific experts", only to be later
verified when these species suffer
drastic drops in population and
becomeendangered.

3. There must be a recognition that
the traditional Indigenous Nations
of this world absolutelydependupon
relationships with animal and plant
species for their survival, as well as
their physical, cultural and spiritual
health, and therefore become endan-
gered along with the animals and
plants when the ecosystem in which
they live are encroached upon, cont-
aminated or destroyed.

The World Conservation Union
(1UCN) wasfounded in 1948 to pro-
mote international eforts to link devel-
opment with protectionof the environ-
ment. As of February 1993, members
included 62 countries as well as 486
national and 47 international Non-
governmental organizations represent-
ing a totalof 117countries.The IITC
joined the IUCN in 1986, the first
International Indigenous Organization
tobecomea votingmember. The IUCN
is advisory to the United Nations
Economic and Social Council,
UNESC0, the U.N.3 Environmental
program and other U.N. specialized
agenciesconcerned with issues of sus-
tainable development and environmen-
tal protection.

4. There must be a recognition that
the survival of all life forms are
dependent upon each other, and that
húmansurvival will not bepossible if
the web of life continues to be
destroyed.

The following points reflect some
critical concerns regarding the per-
spectives and involvement of
Indigenous Peoples in the develop-
ment of criteria for endangeredwild 5. There must be a recognition that

2 U.N. TREATYSTUDY
|The Treaty Studywas cohmissioned by a U.N. Special Resolution in 1989 as a result of many years of work by the
IITC and other Indigenousorganizations to bring about recognition of our Treatiesas valid international legal
instruments. Its purpose is to determine thestatus under International Law of the Treaties and other Agreements
which havebeenmadebetween IndigenousPeoplesand Nation States (countries), most of which havebeen violat-
ed bythesecountries. The participation of many Indian Peoplesaffected by Treaties and Treaty violations is vital
for the greatest impact to be achieved from the Treaty Study. The IITC has agreed to provide technical assistanceas
requested to Indian Nations, Tribes, communities or organizations who would likeassistance in completing this
very importantquestionnaire.

To obtain acopyofThe Treaty Study Questionnaireorfor moreinfornmation,
pleasecontactthe IITC Information Office.
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T Editor, staff, andBoard ofCONCERNS FROM THE INDICENOUS
PEOPLE OF ALASKA

TO THE UNITED NATIONS

Directors ofthe IITC wish to sin-
cerely thank the many volunters

wbo contributed their time, skills and
efforts to produce this issue of Treaty
Council Neus. Kathleen Daily (typeset-

Moëns (DesktopPatrick Kobler Sr. is an elder from
Aleknagik village in WesternAlaska,
and is chairman of the Sovereignty
Network Elders Council. Mr Kobler
submitted the following statement to
Ian Chambers, Director of the
International Labor Organization,
and chair of thesecondday of U.N.
activities inaugurating the
International Year of the World's
IndigenousPeoples in New York City,
December 1992.

is to crush any real peace initiatives.
We have personally witnessed evi-
dence of hunger, homelessness, and
deplorable conditions in the
Dominican Republic, Guatemala,

ting),
Publisbing), & DickBancroft(photo).

Claude

Wealso wish to thank the donors and sub-
scribers who continue to support our work,
and make it possible for us to continu the
publication of this newsletter.Please let us
know if youwould like tocontributearti-
dles, grapbis, pbotos, etc, know of an issue
wbich should be covered, or are interested
in becomingasubscriber. Your support and
participation in our eforts to provide
information on Indigenous struggles

Nicaragua, Alaska, and the USA.
This U.N. claims to seekpeace in
the world, yet there is starvation,
wars, and strife worldwide. This will
continue as long as you have Nation-
States preying on and exploiting

the Indigenous nations. The
Nation-states are taking
the huge profits they gain
from exploiting the
resources of Indigenous
Peoples, and using it to
oppress the political, eco-
nomic, social, cultural, and

educational systems of our
people. It is through this

exploitation that Nation-sates evolve

Indigenous people have
been coming before the
U.N. for years to present
documents and other
evidence. They show
this evidence to all the
world proving fraud, mur-
der, and acts of genocide,
including the denial of our rights
to utilize our own resources.VWhat is
the purpose of the United Nations,
do we need to remind you of your
responsibilities.
The U.N. does not work with the
Veto power of the United States.
Under no circumstances do the
Indigenous people of Alaska come to
the Ü.N. to ask for your help under
your present system. We are putting
you on notice of our demands for
survival.,

would be greatly appreciated.

andcomne into power.
Despite the Genocide Act. P.L. 100-
606, enacted 1988, which nullifies
the State of Alaska's subsistence laws
and regulations, we are still being
harassed for subsistence activities.
The Indigenous Peoples, on their
homelands, will continue the strug-
gle for their inherent rights regard-
less of your presentsystem. If the
U.N. does not change, it will never
succeed in ending this struggle and

Treaty Council News is the official bul-
letin of the International Indian Treaty
Council (UTC). IITC was founded in
1974 at a gathering of 98 Indian
Nations in Standing Rock, South
Dakota, hosted by the American Indian
Movement (AIM). In 1977 IITC was
recognized by the United Nations as a
Non-Governmental Organization
NGO), Consultative Status, Category
II in the United Nations Economicand
Social Council.

The policy of the United States, in
the disguise of democracy andpeace, securepeace in the world.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Board ofDirectors:

June 14-24:

Jane 27-Juy 2: Dr. Miguel Alfonso Martinez, SpecialU.N.

July19-30:

August12 -21: Peoples International Human Rights Tribunal,

August24-29: 15th ITC Conference in Hawaii (seebackpage)

World Conference on Human Rights, Vienna,
Austria

William A. Means, Lakota • Larry
Anderson, Dine • Patricia Bellanger,
Ojibway * Robert Cruz, O'odbam •
Hinewirangi, Maori Crispulo
Igualikinya, Kuna • Sarah James,
Gwicb'in Athabascan • James Main, Sr.,
Gros Ventre Rigoberta Menchu, Maya
Quiche • Eliane Potiguara, Potiguara •
Myra Sohappy, Yakima • Priscilla
Hunter, Pomo.
Interim Director:
Andrea Carmen, Yaqui.

Rapporteur visits Ketchikan, Alaska, to continue
UÑ. TreatyStudy
U.N. Working Group on IndigenousPopulations,
Geneva, Switzerland

Hawai; call (808) 595-6691

15 Treaty Council News • Spring 1993



15th International tndian Treaty council Conference
in Hawil,August1993

"The Obana (Family) Council would like to invite the International Indian Treaty Council to hold its 15th
International Indian TreatyConferencein the Hawaiian Islands,from August 24 through 31, 1993.
In the spirit ofthe Kanaka Maoli'sobservanceof the 100th yearofgenocidalacts andaggřessionagainst the
IndigenousPeoplesofO Hawaii Nei, we extendour invitation to all IndigenousPeoplesof the world to gatherhere
and share thestoriesaf ourcommonstrugglesanddreams...
Thedatesfor the IITC Conferenceitself will be from theevening of the 24th -
through the 29th (the Ohana Council is planning some follow-up activities
through the 31st.) The site will be a sacredarea about 30 minutes from
Honolulu. 1993 is of particular importance to the NativePeople of Hawaii
because it marks the 100-year anniversary of the illegal invasion and annexa-
tion of theSovereignHawaiian Nation by theU.S., in violation ofa Treaty of
Peaceand Friendship. The IITC Conference will focus international atten-
tion on the struggle of the Hawaiian Nation to assert its independence and
self-determination.
Delegates representing Indigenous Nations, communities and organizations will have
the opportunity to participate in Commissionsaddressingcritical issues of concern such as freedom of reli-
gion, self-determination, children's rights, land and water rights, prisoners rights, health and environmental
protection.
We sincerely hope that you will be able to join us for this historic gathering. Please contact the IITC
Information Office for more information.
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