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INTERNATIONAL INDIAN TREATY COUNCIL STATEMENT OF
SOLIDARITY WITH THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF TREATY NO. 6

SEPTEMBER 6 - 10, 2026

I am Pu’'uhonua Kanahele, Head of State of the Sovereign Nation of Hawaii. I am
also a member of the Board of Directors of the International Indian Treaty
Council. I recognize the leadership of our Board President Ron Lameman, and
thank him for his invitation to the IITC and to the Nation of Hawaii to share this
historic commemoration with the Nations of the Confederacy of Treaty 6 and all
the Treaty Nations that are here today.

On behalf of the Board members and many affiliates of the International Indian
Treaty from North, Central and South America, the Pacific, Arctic and Caribbean, I
reaffirm our solidarity with the Treaty 6 Nations, and our shared commitment to
uphold our Treaty rights both internationally and in our homelands. Treaty rights
is the issue that the IITC first carried to the United Nations in 1977 together with
their own representatives, reaffirming the commitments we made together in the
Declaration of Continuing Independence at the founding IITC Conference at
Standing Rock, Oceti Sakowin Treaty Territory in 1974. The Declaration states that
“Treaties between sovereign nations explicitly entail agreements with represent
“the supreme law of the land” binding each party to an inviolate international
relationship.”

We reconfirm this sacred understanding with you today, as the basis for the
solidarity among our Nations and our ongoing collective work as Treaty Nations in
the international arena.

We also honor the vision of our elders, ancestors and warriors who opened up the
United Nations for us at the first UN Conference on the rights of our Peoples in
1977 in Geneva, which called on the United Nations to develop an international
standard affirming the inherent collective rights of Indigenous Peoples. In their
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honor, we want to join you to commemorate in 2027 both the 50th anniversary of
the 1977 Conference and the 20th anniversary of the UN Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples’ adoption. We also look forward to joining with you to
organize the 4th United Nations Treaty Seminar, recognizing that we still have
many issues to address to ensure that the States fulfill the commitment they made
in the UN Declaration Article 37 to honor and respect the Treaties they concluded
with our Nations.

Based on our shared history and vision, and the vital work we must continue to do
together, and on behalf of the IITC, I confirm that, just like our Treaties, our unity
and solidarity as Treaty Nations will endure “as long as the sun shines, the grass
grows and the rivers flow”. Mahalo.

Mabhalo,
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