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Choque.  We thank the UN Special Rapporteur, the EMIRP and also this Forum for your 

continued recognition through joint statements and reports of the negative impacts of 

conflating Indigenous Peoples with other entities, including the undefined group referred 

to as “local communities”.   

 

Special Rapporteur Albert Barume’s 2025 study on the Recognition of Indigenous 

Peoples underscores “the negative effect of conflating Indigenous Peoples with local 

communities”.  It notes the “increasing practice, particularly among actors working on 

issues pertaining to climate change and biodiversity conservation, of conflating 

Indigenous Peoples with local communities, including merging the two concepts through 

the abbreviation “IPLC”.   

 

The report states “this conflation has led to a fundamental misconception that the rights of 

Indigenous Peoples and those of local communities are the same, and are grounded in 

the same international instruments. It mentions that “One recent publication asserted that 

“IPLC rights” were guaranteed by the Declaration and the ILO Indigenous and Tribal 

Peoples Convention (No. 169) as if Indigenous Peoples and local communities have 

become one homogeneous group of rights holders.  This assertion is totally incorrect” it 

continues. “The term “local communities” (and “IPLC”) is neither referred to nor protected 

in the Declaration or the ILO Convention”.  

 

The report concludes that “this conflation poses serious risks to the rights of Indigenous 

Peoples, as previously stated by the three United Nations mechanisms on Indigenous 

Peoples.”  
 

The IITC, with affiliates from 5 regions, actively participates in UN processes addressing 

Biodiversity, Climate Change, Plastics, Environmental Toxics and Food Security, among 

others.  We are seeing this conflation taking hold in these processes, which should be 

affirming the rights of Indigenous Peoples, not undermining them.   

 

We thank the Special Rapporteur, the EMRIP and this Forum for continuing to call for 

deconflation of Indigenous Peoples and local communities in all UN bodies as part of  

your vital work to affirm the distinct, internationally-recognized collective rights of 

Indigenous Peoples.  Thank you.   
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