United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, 25" session, April 20-May 1,
2026

Agenda Item 4: Discussion on the six areas of the Permanent Forum’s mandate
(economic and social development, culture, environment, education, health, and
human rights), with reference to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Statement by the International Indian Treaty Council presented by Angel Valencia

Thank you, Madam President. We express our gratitude for the Forum’s previous
recommendations in the areas of health and culture. We ask that you reaffirm the key
recommendations in this year’s report.

First, we thank the United Nations Committee on Agriculture for its historic resolution
adopted in 2024, which calls for amending the International Code of Conduct on the Use of
Pesticides to include the rights of Indigenous Peoples to Free, Prior, and Informed
Consent, based on Article 29 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples.

The Committee’s decision acknowledged the Permanent Forum’s 2022 recommendation
calling for the amendment of the Code of Conduct to respect the rights of Indigenous
Peoples. We request that the Forum reaffirm this recommendation, as the final decision is
expected by the end of this year and will profoundly affect our health and the lives of our
future generations.

We also request that the Permanent Forum reaffirm its recommendations from previous
sessions urging UNESCO to promote the development of a participatory international
mechanism for the repatriation of sacred objects and human remains of Indigenous
Peoples, as established in Articles 11 and 12 of the United Nations Declaration, paragraph
27 of the final document of the World Conference, and various resolutions of the Human
Rights Council.

It took our Yaqui Nation nearly 20 years to secure the repatriation of our sacred Maaso
Kova from the museum in Sweden. We appreciate the support of this Forum, MEDPI, the
Sami People, and other Indigenous Peoples. But we do not want other Indigenous Peoples
to suffer as we have suffered during this long process. We must achieve real progress now
in this regard based on our already recognized rights. Choque utesia, thank you, Madam
President.



