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Item 3: Discussion on the theme “Ensuring Indigenous Peoples’ health, including 
in the context of conflict”  
Statement by the International Indian Treaty Council presented by Rochelle 
Diver 

 

Thank you, madam Chair. We would like to highlight with appreciation the 
Forum’s recommendation issued last year recognizing the dangers of mercury and 
other harmful contaminants in the context of extractive industries.  

The Forum urged States to implement monitoring and regulation of toxic 
contaminants on the lands and territories of Indigenous Peoples, in line with 
Article 29 of the UN Declaration. It highlighted the urgent need to address the 
severe impacts on the health of Indigenous women and children and called for 
effective interventions and remediation from health and environmental impacts. 

Unfortunately, some States are going in the other direction. For example, just last 
week, a direct threat returned to the Great Lakes region along the border of US and 
Canada. A decision was adopted to overturn environmental protections for 
Minnesota’s pristine National Forest and Boundary Waters. 

Three sulfide copper and nickel mines are being proposed in what is known as the 
land of 10,000 lakes. It would pollute the woodlands for generations to come, 
causing irreversible harm to water quality, wildlife, human health and our food 
systems. Sulfides suffocate our manoomin, our wild rice, and our fish will be 
contaminated. 

These mines will produce sulfuric acid and use heavy metals such as mercury, 
lead, arsenic and other toxins. This type of mining is so toxic that there has never 
been a sulfide mine that has not contaminated surrounding water sources. This is 
environmental violence, a term recognized by the Forum in 2012. 

The proposed mines would be executed by a Chilean mining conglomerate as well 
as Swiss companies Glencore / Polymet. They would desecrate the pristine 



 

watersheds of Northern Minnesota including Lake Superior, one the largest and 
deepest freshwater lakes in the world. 

 

Last year, the Forum issued a strong recommendation reiterating its former call for 
Canada and the United States to decommission the Enbridge Line 5 oil pipeline, 
which poses a real and credible threat to the Great Lakes and Indigenous Peoples. 
It called upon both States to implement the Declaration in connection with Line 5 
by respecting the free, prior and informed consent of the affected Indigenous 
Peoples.  

We respectfully call on the Forum to issue a similar call and urge the responsible 
parties to implement the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and 
respect FPIC to protect our future generations. 

 

Chi miigwech – many thanks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


