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CONCEPT NOTE 
 

“IN AGREEMENT that the content of the Right to Food of Indigenous Peoples is a collective 
right based on our special spiritual relationship with Mother Earth, our lands and territories, 
environment, and natural resources that provide our traditional nutrition; underscoring that 
the means of subsistence of Indigenous Peoples nourishes our cultures, languages, social life, 

worldview, and especially our relationship with Mother Earth; emphasizing that the denial of 
the Right to Food for Indigenous Peoples not only denies us our physical survival, but also 

denies us our social organization, our cultures, traditions, languages, spirituality, sovereignty, 
and total identity; it is a denial of our collective Indigenous existence” 

-- From the Declaration of Atitlán adopted at the first Indigenous Peoples’ Global 
Consultation on the Right to Food, co-sponsored by the IITC and UN FAO, April 17 - 19, 2002 

 
The United Nations Food Systems Summit, September 2021    
 
In September 2021 United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres will convene a UN Food 
Systems Summit in conjunction with the 76th Session of the General Assembly. The Summit is 
intended to sensitize world public opinion and establish global commitments and measures that 
transform food systems to eradicate hunger, respond to interlinked crises impacting food 
production including COVID-19 and climate change, and reduce the incidence of food-related 
diseases while healing and sustaining the planet.  
 
The UN Food Systems Summit will be organized under 5 Action Tracks: (1) Ensure Access to Safe 
and Nutritious Food for All; (2) Shift to Sustainable Consumption Patterns; (3) Boost Nature-
positive Production; (4) Advance Equitable Livelihoods and; (5) Build Resilience to 
Vulnerabilities, Shocks and Stress. 
 
Resiliency of Indigenous Peoples Food Systems is included under Action Track 5.  It focuses on 
ensuring “continued functionality of sustainable food systems in geographies subject to conflict, 
climatic and natural disasters, and also to mitigate the impacts of health-related pandemics on 
food systems at all levels of development by ensuring that food is healthy, resilient, abundant 
and culturally relevant.”  
 
This Consultation, “Ensuring the Resiliency of Indigenous Peoples Food Systems” hosted by the 
International Indian Treaty Council (IITC), is one of a series of dialogues carried out by 
Indigenous Peoples and their organizations around the world.   It is intended to ensure that the 
Summit’s outcomes include input from Indigenous practitioners and knowledge holders 
including men, women, youth and elders from farming, fishing, pastoralist, gathering, herding 
and hunting Food Systems.  These dialogues will provide an opportunity for Indigenous Peoples 
to formally connect with the Summit through an official mechanism in order to submit their 
recommendations and propose commitments for restoring and maintaining sustainable food 
systems, exploring new ways of working together and encouraging collaborative action. 
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The report from this and several region-specific Indigenous Peoples’ preparatory dialogues, 
including recommended commitments for the Summit and member States reflecting the 
perspectives and lived experiences of Indigenous food producers, will be presented at the Pre-
summit in Rome July 26-28, 2021.  A draft outcome document for the UN Food Systems Summit 
in September will be developed at the Pre-Summit.   The lead organizer for Track 5 from the 
World Food Program requested that we limit our input to 5 key commitments to ensure that 
they can be included in what is expected to be a short final outcome document containing 
commitments from States and other participants.     
 
For more information about the UN Food Systems Summit log on to:  
https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/action-tracks 
 
Themes and proposed Commitments for discussion at the Consultation 
 
From 2002 through 2021, IITC co-organized over 25 International, regional, and local Food 
Sovereignty gatherings held in Indigenous territories in North, Central and South America, the 
Arctic and Pacific regions.  Organizing partners have included the Indigenous Peoples Alliance 
for Food Sovereignty, Traditional Knowledge and Climate Change, hosting Tribal Nations and 
Indigenous communities, and Indigenous Peoples’ networks and organizations representing 
Indigenous grass-roots producers.   Two International Summits held in Guatemala and Nicaragua 
were co-sponsored by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and included 
participants from Indigenous food systems and regions around the world.  Most of the gatherings 
focused on specific regions, food systems, and/or core food sources which provide a foundation 
for inter-related aspects of Indigenous Peoples cultures, spirituality, nutrition, identity, 
ecosystems, natural world relationships and survival.  Examples include corn, salmon, taro, 
caribou and reindeer, wild rice, Tepary beans (Sonoran Desert) and Pacific food systems.            
 
Outcome documents or Declarations were adopted by consensus of the participants at most of 
these gatherings which have included the participation, in total, of several thousand Indigenous 
food producers and food sovereignty activists.  These collective statements highlighted the 
importance of several overarching, foundational and cross-cutting themes and produced 
commitments and recommendations for action to ensure the protection, sustainability and 
resilience of the Indigenous food, knowledge and eco-systems concerned.    
 
These consistent themes provided the basis for the current Consultation agenda and the 5 
proposed commitments which we are being asked to provide for the Summit. It is our view that 
since they represent the voices of thousands of Indigenous food producers from various food 
systems and regions over 20 years, they offer a broad base of knowledge, experience, and 
expertise to frame this conversation.  We have included under each proposed commitment one 

https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/action-tracks
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or two relevant excepts from the Declarations and outcome documents of the Indigenous Peoples’ 
gatherings mentioned above as well excerpts from other key sources, such as the United Nation 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. IITC looks forward to receiving additional 
inputs, views, examples and background information through the framing presentations and 
breakout sessions during the Consultation, as well as through written submissions and a 
questionnaires now posted on IITC’s website at https://www.iitc.org/event/food-systems-
summit-consultation/. 
 

PROPOSED COMMITMENTS FOR THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM  
AND MEMBER STATES 

 
 Commitment 1:  States and the UN System will commit to respect, uphold, and fully 

implement the recognized rights of Indigenous Peoples required for the resilience of their 
food systems, including their rights to lands, territories and resources, health, Free Prior and 
Informed Consent, subsistence, cultural heritage, and self-determination.   

“Indigenous peoples have the right to the lands, territories and resources which they have 
traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise used or acquired…. States shall give legal 

recognition and protection to these lands, territories and resources. Such recognition shall be 
conducted with due respect to the customs, traditions and land tenure systems of the 

indigenous peoples concerned.” -– Article 26, paragraphs 1 and 3, United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples   

 
“The health and survival of our corn mother/father in all its natural varieties, colors and 

original strength and resilience cannot be separated from the health and survival of our 
Peoples.   Our struggles to protect corn as a source of our lives cannot be separated from our 

struggles to defend our rights to land, water, traditional knowledge and self-determination”.                 
-- From THE DECLARATION OF SANTO DOMINGO TOMALTEPEC adopted by 

representative of 48 Indigenous Nations and Peoples at the First International Indigenous 
Peoples Corn Conference, Oaxaca Mexico, September 30TH, 2012 

 
 Commitment 2:  States and the UN system will commit to ensure the protection, health, and 

restoration, as required, of the natural environments, territories, ecosystems, animal and plant 
food sources, and biodiversity that are vital to the resilience of their Food Systems. 

 
“Indigenous peoples have the right to the conservation and protection of the environment and 

the productive capacity of their lands or territories and resources. States shall establish and 
implement assistance programmes for Indigenous Peoples for such conservation and protection, 

without discrimination.”  
           -- Article 29, para. 1, United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

 

https://www.iitc.org/event/food-systems-summit-consultation/
https://www.iitc.org/event/food-systems-summit-consultation/
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“The histories of our families and Peoples, what we have suffered and how we have resisted and 
survived, are intertwined with the history, survival and life cycles of the salmon and the other 

traditional foods that make us who we are.  We have also experienced their struggles to survive 
destructive developments including mining, damning and contamination of their birthing and 

spawning rivers.  We also share the threats they are facing today such as climate change, 
environmental toxics, actions of governments and corporations that totally disregard ancestral 

rights, and the continued imposition of extractive industries in our ancestral homelands.”                          
-– from the Łuk'ae gha Tsin'aen Nek'eltaeni (Thank you Creator for Salmon) Declaration,  

2nd Indigenous Peoples' International Gathering to Honor, Protect and Defend the Salmon 
Nay’dini’aa Na’ Kayax (Chickaloon Native Village)  

Ahtna Athabascan Nation, Alaska, August 4th- 5th, 2017 
 

“We acknowledge that our food sovereignty is based on fundamental relationships, 
responsibilities and rights to lands and territories, plants, seeds, animals, water and other 

essential life-giving elements and pledge to protect it. The abundance of natures’ biodiversity is 
defined and nurtured in the cultural understandings, languages, songs and stories, and ancestral 

practices that have sustained us as Indigenous Peoples since time immemorial.”   
-– from the 1st “Gizhaadaandaa Minomin: Let’s Take Care of Wild Rice” virtual gathering of  

Annishinaabeg Indigenous Peoples of the Great Lakes region (North America), July 10th, 2020   
  

 Commitment 3:  States and the UN System will commit to support and implement Indigenous 
Peoples’ self-defined responses for mediating and preventing crisis situations impacting their 
traditional livelihoods and food systems, including climate change, natural disasters, military 
conflicts, and pandemics. 

“The Special Rapporteur observes that Indigenous Peoples enjoying their collective right to 
autonomy as part of their right to self-determination are best placed to control the virus and to 

cope with months of isolation. Those able to freely rely on their sustainable farming practices 
and the availability of food in their territories and make community decisions, such as on 

restricting movement in and out of their communities, have, in many respects, shown more 
resilience in the crisis.” 

-- From the report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
Francisco Cali Tzay to the 75th session of the UN General Assembly on impacts of the COVID- 

19 pandemic on Indigenous Peoples, A/75/185 paragraph 38, July 20, 2020 
 

“We recognize that climate change has affected and will continue to affect food sources all 
around the world and here at home. Drought has been a consistent occurrence in the desert, and 
we are seeing these changes each year. At the 1st Ba:wi e-Hemapai in Spring 2020, drought and 
food predictions we addressed came to pass in the Summer of 2020, which brought the highest 

temperatures and lowest rainfall levels in recorded history in the Sonoran Desert. Ba:wi is one 
of the most drought resistant seed varieties in the world and are vital for the resiliency of our 
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food systems in these times of climate change.  We further recognize healthy local food sourcing 
and natural growing methods reduces greenhouse gas emissions, and we are doing our part by 
practicing our ways”.  – from the “O’odham haicu hu:g’o wud si ha’icu, Ba:wi ‘o t-gewkdag” 

(“O’odham traditional foods are sacred, Tepary Beans are our strength”) virtual gathering April 
19-20, 2021, Comobabi Community, Tohono O’odham Nation, Arizona USA  

 
“Climate change constitutes the single most important threat to food security in the future”      
-- UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food Olivier de Schutter to the UN Human Rights 

Council, Geneva Switzerland, March 2009 
 

 Commitment 4: States and the UN system will commit to implement effective measures, 
standards, and policies, developed in conjunction with Indigenous Peoples, to protect and 
safeguard Indigenous Peoples’ Knowledge, Ways of Knowing, Traditional Cultures and Food-
related Practices. 
 

“Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain, control, protect and develop their cultural 
heritage, traditional knowledge and traditional cultural expressions, as well as the 

manifestations of their sciences, technologies and cultures, including human and genetic 
resources, seeds, medicines, knowledge of the properties of fauna and flora, oral traditions….”   

-- Article 31, para. 1, United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples  
“Our traditional knowledge, Indigenous sciences, and evidence-based ancestral practices are 

still alive and strong. These include the interconnected understandings about our star 
navigation systems, lunar calendars, deep and shallow fresh and sea waters, seasons, wind, 

weather, high and low tides, high and low energies, and the natural migration patterns of birds, 
fish, sea mammals and other living things. These interlinked elements make up our traditional 
food systems.” -- from the Declaration of Takahiwai, Pacific Food Sovereignty and Traditional 

Knowledge Conference, Takahiwai Marae February 4 - 5, 2019. 
 

PROPOSED COMMITMENT BY AND FOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
 

 Commitment 5:  Indigenous Peoples commit to prioritize inter-generational knowledge-
sharing and to strengthen the participation by our children and youth in all aspects of our 
Food Systems to ensure long-term sustainability and resiliency.  We call on States to respect 
this overarching priority and to provide support as required and requested by Indigenous 
Peoples.     

 
“Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their distinctive spiritual 

relationship with their traditionally owned or otherwise occupied and used lands, territories, 
waters and coastal seas and other resources and to uphold their responsibilities to future 
generations in this regard.”  -- Article 25, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples  
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“We are warriors in defense of our traditional lifeways. Our ancestral memories, histories and 
values must be kept alive. We therefore make the following commitments and calls to action: 

…To include youth and children from the youngest ages in traditional food growing and 
production, to ensure the transference of knowledge, and to create pathways to leadership and 

inclusion of youth in all areas of work to defend food sovereignty. To ensure that they continue 
to have opportunities to learn their Peoples’ histories and stories, speak their languages, and be 

educated in both their own and mainstream educational systems if they so choose, we also 
commit to find places for them to work in their communities to bring their knowledge and 

skills home.”  -- From the Declaration of Tlaxcala, adopted at the 4th International Indigenous 
Peoples Corn Conference, March 7th - 8th, 2019, Tlaxcala, México.     

 
________________________________________ 

 


