
 

                                                                                       
 

“Bringing Home the Sacred” 
June 16-17, 2026 

Enterprise Rancheria, California 
 

A Conference supporting the repatriation of sacred and culturally important items and human 
remains to Tribal Nations and Indigenous Peoples in California, co-sponsored by the 

International Indian Treaty Council (IITC), Indigenous Justice, Pit River Tribe, and Estom 
Yumuka Maidu Enterprise Rancheria 

 
“We are who we are because of the blood that runs thought our veins, the blood of our 

ancestors.  We are here to stand up and fight for them, for the ones that can no longer fight for 
themselves.  This is a sacred purpose, to stand up on their behalf. Let us never forget them.  

Let’s bring them home”  --- Maidu elder Mike Thomspon opening words 
 

Recommendations adopted by consensus of the participants 
 

For Tribal Nations, Indigenous Peoples governments and organizations: 
1) To provide more education to tribal members of all ages about the true history and oral history of 

California and the need for work to repatriate our sacred items and remains from museums, 
universities and other “repositories.” 

2) To seek access to information about the locations of our sacred items and pursue available 
pathways for repatriation, including by networking with organizations and institutions that can 
provide support as needed and requested.   

3) To learn about, implement and educate new generations about our rights in accordance with 
international standards affirming the rights of Indigenous Peoples, in particular the UN Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples   

4) To form an Indigenous Peoples Repatriation Network in California and continue to build 
participation and solidarity and inform Tribal members, leaders, decision makers, lawmakers and 
allies about these concerns and recommendations.  

5) To care for ourselves and each other through ceremony and mutual support, understanding that 
the process of repatriation requires confronting and addressing intergenerational trauma and the 
history of the often violent colonization of our lands, territories and Peoples.     

6) To be ready to persevere, often over decades, while at the same time working to create more just, 
respectful, and responsive processes for repatriation based on respect for our rights.  

7) To continue to affirm our inherent sovereignty and support Indigenous Peoples and Tribal Nations’ 
rights regardless of their federal recognition status.  



8) To present these recommendations at the California Spiritual Leaders Conference, the Annual 
California Indian gatherings and to other conferences and gatherings so that these concerns can 
be more widely known and supported. 

9) To present these recommendations at the California Spiritual Leaders Conference, the Annual 
California Indian gatherings and to other conferences and gatherings so that these concerns can 
be more widely known and supported. 

10) To plan for a follow-up gathering in California in 2027 or 2028     
 

For museums, universities, private collectors and other institutions/repositories in and outside 
of California where our sacred items are held:    
1) To implement State, Federal and International laws and standards that protect the rights of 

Indigenous Peoples and support Indigenous Peoples seeking repatriation to exercise their rights in 
this regard. 

2) To develop, strengthen and implement programs, centers and policies to facilitate repatriation in 
conjunction and through direct dialogue with Indigenous Peoples, and to incorporate their input 
and rights including to Free Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC), Self-Determination and Culture in 
these processes.  

3) To develop strong policies that include FPIC for the tracking and return of human and ancestral 
remains, including genetic materials, hair and other materials collected for research by 
universities, laboratories, scientific and educational institutions, as well as the data that has been 
produced by such research.   

4) To recognize that Indigenous cultural leaders, elders and knowledge holders are experts 
recognized by their own Peoples to be “at the table” for development of overall repatriation policies 
and procedures and to address specific repatriation cases, regardless of their formal educational 
or “professional” status.    

5) To work with Indigenous Peoples concerned to ensure that reports, provenance, historical records 
and other data is correct, and to acknowledge and correct clerical and other errors.  

6) To not endorse or engage in the creation of new “collections” and to ensure transparency and 
participatory processes when new remains and burial sites are discovered or unearthed 
inadvertently.   In those cases, to ensure that accepted and published legal processes are followed 
including immediately engaging the closest known descendants.  

7) To ensure clear distinctions between “collections” controlled by different agencies but often held 
in the same facility and ensure transparent processes and clear information to enable effective 
interactions with each entity. 
 

For the State of California:  
1) To adopt and implement strong and effective legislation to ensure that the right to repatriation is 

fully implemented and upheld for Tribal Nations and Indigenous Peoples in California 
2) To provide education to Tribes, Indigenous organizations and cultural leaders in California about 

their rights under these state laws and regulations.  
3) To educate universities, museums and other institutions in California about their legally binding 

obligations under state laws for the repatriation of Indigenous Peoples’ human remains and sacred 
items and to provide advice and support to all parties for their implementation.  

4) To adopt and effectively implement legislation in California, in conjunction with Indigenous 
Peoples, to halt and punish the graverobbing, looting, desecration and vandalism of Indigenous 
Peoples’ graves, sacred sites and places, petroglyphs and shell mounds, and to ensure that these 
areas and places are returned to and/or remain under the jurisdiction of the appropriate 
Indigenous Peoples.   

 



5) To facilitate the rematriation/repatriation of California Tribes and Indigenous Peoples’ traditional 
seeds, plant medicines and other food and healing sources that are currently held by state and 
private institutions, and to repeal all regulations that restrict their access to these traditional 
resources on State Parks and other state lands, including fresh and marine waters. 

6) In conjunction and with consent of Indigenous Peoples affected, to go beyond CalNAGPRA to 
adopt legislation that actively protects Indigenous Peoples’ burial sites and sacred places from 
desecration and other disturbances and to actively work to return legal jurisdiction of these areas, 
places and sites to the Indigenous Peoples concerned.  

 
For the US Federal government  
1) To increase the effectiveness of NAGPRA (the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation 

Act) by opening its application and implementation to both “federally recognized” and “non-
federally recognized” Tribes.   

2) To adopt legislation and procedures to absolutely prohibit the collection, sale, storage display and 
use by museums, universities, institutions and private collectors of all human remains and 
associated funerary/burial items and make all efforts to return them without delay to the most 
likely descendants upon their request. 

 
 For the United Nations and international community 
1) For UNESCO to fulfill its obligations and instructions to implement, in conjunction with other 

United Nations bodies and Indigenous Peoples, an international mechanism with fair, transparent 
and participatory processes for repatriation based on the distinct collective rights affirmed in 
international standards, to expedite the calls by Indigenous Peoples for direct repatriation, to 
assist them in identifying where their items are being held, and to implement regulations that 
prohibit transport of such items without proof of Free Prior and Informed  Consent.        

2) For UNESCO to actively implement and advance its current policy for engagement with 
Indigenous Peoples which includes recognition of the right to repatriation.    

3) For all international bodies, UN agencies and State parties to fully recognize the laws, traditions 
and customs of Indigenous Peoples with equal standing and legal validity to other national and 
international laws and standards regarding repatriation and the treatment and possession of our 
sacred items, in keeping with Article 11 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  

4) To address and remove the obstacles that remain for Indigenous Peoples, including “the burden of 
proof,” limiting repatriation only from “State to State,” and ignoring the rights of the original 
owners/caretakers and the brutal histories of these acquisitions. 

 
Adopted on June 17, 2026, by consensus of participants in the “Bringing Home the Sacred” 

Conference from 17 Tribal Nations and Peoples from California and 2 from Arizona, as well as 
representatives of 4 Indigenous Peoples’ organizations and 11 institutions (museums, 

universities and State Parks) involved in repatriation. 
 

 
Participants in the “Bringing Home the Sacred” Repatriation Conference, June 16, 2026  


