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Nation was hit hard by COVID-19. We lost friends, family members and esteemed elders. 
Our hearts and prayers go out to everyone from all Nations of the world who also suffered 
that way. As you might know, IITC also lost a respected Board member to the pandemic 
in August, Mariano Ochoa from the Yaqui Nation in Sonora Mexico, but his example of 
selfless work for the people is still with us. 

TThe good news is that the work of IITC continued to advance and grow stronger in 2020 
despite these challenges. I am proud to say that we helped Indigenous communities to 
launch and strengthen food sovereignty and seed trading projects to restore our Nations’ 
health, strength and food independence. IITC continued to defend human rights, protect 
our sacred sites and way of life, and share information about our struggles. We also contin-
ued to bring Treaty violations to the attention of the world. As a veteran of the occupation 
of Alcatraz  Island which sparked the international Indigenous movement in 1969, I am 
haphappy that IITC was able to hold our two annual Alcatraz sunrise gatherings in October 
(Indigenous Peoples Day) and November (Indigenous Peoples Thanksgiving) in spite of 
the pandemic. We shared our cultures and promoted Truth in History as we have for more 
than 40 years at these gatherings, but with reduced numbers of on-site participants and 
social distancing.   Elders like me sent recorded messages which were played at the 
events, and Indigenous Peoples and our supporters around the world joined us through 
radio and webcasts.

I want to close this message by thanking the foundations, Tribes, organizations and 
individual donors who provided support to IITC to keep our work going strong in 2020. We 
hope that we can partner with you in the future, and we send our best wishes to you, your 
families, organizations and Nations. Together we will stay strong!

FROM 
THE 

BOARD
Ya’at’eeh, Respectful Greetings.   
 
On behalf of the 14 IITC Board of Directors, I would like to thank our staff and 
everyone who worked with us and supported the International Indian Treaty 
Council in 2020. We know that 2020 was a tough year for us all. My own Diné

https://www.iitc.org
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PROGRAM
HIGHLIGHTS

https://www.iitc.org
https://www.iitc.org
https://www.iitc.org/about-iitc/guiding-principles/
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IITC advanced its long-standing work for the creation of a new 
international mechanism for the repatriation of Indigenous Peoples’ 
sacred items and human remains from museums, universities, 
collectors and auction houses around the world.  IITC assisted with 
the adoption of supportive resolutions by the UN Human Rights 
Council and UN General Assembly and was an organizer and 
presenter at the first UN-sponsored international expert seminar on 
rerepatriation in March, furthering recognition of this key right for 

Indigenous Peoples.

DEFENDING
HUMAN
RIGHTS

https://www.iitc.org
https://www.iitc.org/program-areas/defending-human-rights/
https://undocs.org/en/A/75/185
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IITC continued to serve as a founding member on the 
Coordinating Committee for the Civil Society and Indigenous 
Peoples Mechanism, bringing the lived experiences of Indigenous 
Food producers and Indigenous youth into global discussions on 
food policy at the UN Committee on Food Security.  

IITC organized, with other partners and co-hosts, 
two regional Food Sovereignty gatherings

FOOD 
SOVEREIGNTY

https://www.iitc.org
https://www.iitc.org/program-areas/food-sovereignty/
https://www.iitc.org/wp-content/uploads/tepary-handout_20200904-1310.pdf
https://www.iitc.org/wp-content/uploads/tepary-handout_20200904-1310.pdf
https://www.iitc.org/wp-content/uploads/tepary-handout_20200904-1310.pdf
https://www.iitc.org/wp-content/uploads/minomin-layout.pdf
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Since 2010, IITC organized several consultations and symposiums bringing 
together Indigenous women from several regions to address the reproductive 
and intergenerational heath impacts caused by banned pesticides and other 
environmental toxics and brought examples of environmental violence to the 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEALTH

https://www.iitc.org
https://www.iitc.org/program-areas/environmental-health/
https://www.iitc.org/wp-content/uploads/IITC-Press-Release-13-July-2020-English.pdf
https://www.iitc.org/mexico-decree-gmo/
https://www.iitc.org/ggg
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As one of the two global co-convenors of the Indigenous Peoples Major Group 
for the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s), IITC continued to build 
awareness to increase direct engagement by Indigenous Peoples for their 
implementation at the national level.

TREATIES & 
STANDARD 
SETTING

https://www.iitc.org
https://www.iitc.org/program-areas/treaties-standard-setting/
https://www.iitc.org/bidens-decision-halt-keystone-xl-pipeline/
https://www.iitc.org/bidens-decision-halt-keystone-xl-pipeline/
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IITC, with civil society allies, launched an advocacy campaign at the 
UN Human Rights Council to establish a new UN Special Rapporteur 
(human rights expert) to address human rights violations resulting 
from the causes, impacts and in some cases, false solutions to 
climate change.  This initiative is supported by hundreds of 
organizations, scientists, Indigenous Peoples and a growing number 

of countries, and will continue to gain momentum in 2021.  

IITC continued to emphasize and uplift the vital role of Indigenous 
Peoples’ knowledge, practices, and rights in global climate action.  
IITC’s Executive Director Andrea Carmen represents Indigenous 
Peoples from North America on the UNFCCC Facilitative Working 
Group (FWG) of the Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples 
Platform established in 2018.  In 2020, she was selected by the 

Indigenous members to serve as the FWG co-chair.

CLIMATE
CHANGE

https://www.iitc.org
https://www.iitc.org/program-areas/environmental-health/#Climate_Change
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IITC worked with Shift7, a group of generous donors, to distribute over 200,000 personal protective 
equipment (PPE) items including masks, hand sanitizer, gloves and other medical supplies to 
Indigenous communities with high or rising numbers of COVID-19 cases in Arizona, Minnesota, 
California, and Northern Mexico.  IITC worked with Tribal leaders and traditional authorities to ensure 
that the most vulnerable community members, including elders, first responders, disabled persons, 
homeless individuals, ceremonial leaders, care givers and health workers, received the PPE as a first 
priority. 

IITC worked with Tribal organizations to restore healthy, 
sustainable food systems. Even before COVID-19, many 
reservations in the US were known as “food deserts” with 
limited access to nutritious foods, contributing to a range 
of health vulnerabilities.  IITC’s Food and Seed Sovereignty 
COVID Relief Alliance, launched in May, supports family 
and community gardens, seed-sharing and food 
distdistribution projects to restore resiliency and build food 
independence on the Yaqui, Tohono O’odham, Hopi, and 
Navajo (Dine) reservations as well as in Yaqui Pueblos in 
Northern Mexico.

COVID 19 
RESPONSE

https://www.iitc.org
https://www.iitc.org/resources/covid-19/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFyhEwhSEY9do8KMewePRtw


Treaties & Standard Setting

Food Sovereignty

Environmental Health
(including Climate Change) 

COVID-19 Response
(meals, seeds, supplies and PPE)

Human Rights

General Support
4%

9%
11%

13%
25%

38%
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INTERNATIONAL INDIAN TREATY COUNCIL
2020 Income by Program

Despite challenges created by the pandemic, IITC’s financial situation remained strong.  In 2020, IITC received income totaling 
$953,211.86, including in-kind contributions for travel during the first quarter, legal consultation, communications services, and 
PPE supplies which were distributed to Tribes and communities.  This amount also included 6 passthrough grants to support 
Indigenous communities’ COVID-relief Food Sovereignty projects.   Our total expenditures in 2020 were $554,186.60, leaving us 
with a net amount of $257,711.33  at the end of year to carry over into 2021.  This includes grant funds we received for the 46th 
AnniAnniversary Treaty Conference and the 5th International Indigenous Peoples Corn Conference that had to be postponed due to 
the pandemic.  As in previous years, IITC kept its expenditures for administration, management and fundraising to under 21% of 
the total.

We are very happy to report that in December 2020, thanks to a special grant from the Bay and Paul Foundations, IITC was able 
to pay off the mortgage on our Tucson Office building, which we purchased in 2018.  IITC now owns it free and clear, a major 
advance for our long-term stability and sustainability!

The chart below provides the breakdown of IITC’s 2020 income by program area.  

2020 FISCAL 
REPORT

https://www.iitc.org
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IITC also thanks the 133 individual donors whose support 
was very much appreciated in 2020.

Community Foundation of 
S. Arizona

Lannan Foundation

Marisla Foundation

Nisqually Indian Tribe

San Francisco Arts 
Commission

Bay and Paul Foundations

Groundswell Fund

Lush Charity Pot

NDN Collective

Pascua Yaqui Tribe

Tohono O'odham Nation

YYocha Dehe Wintun Nation

AgroEcology Fund

Fleishhacker Foundation

Libra Foundation

Native Voices Rising

NoVo Foundation

Santa Fe Natural Tobacco
CCompany Foundation

IITC’s staff, Board of Directors and affiliates express our sincere appreciation to the following foundations, 
Tribes, corporations and organizations whose generous contributions made our work possible in 2020:

THANK
YOU!

https://www.iitc.org
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Tucson
100 E Ajo Way

Tucson, AZ 85713
(520) 833-9797

info@treatycouncil.org 

San Francisco
2940 16th St #305

San Francisco, CA 94103
(415) 641-4482

iitc@treatycouncil.org

IITC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

INTERNATIONAL INDIAN 
TREATY COUNCIL

https://www.iitc.org
https://www.facebook.com/treatycouncil
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFyhEwhSEY9do8KMewePRtw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-indian-treaty-council/
https://twitter.com/treatycouncil
tel:+14156414482
mailto:iitc@treatycouncil.org
tel:+15208339797'
mailto:info@treatycouncil.org
https://www.facebook.com/treatycouncil
https://twitter.com/treatycouncil
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-indian-treaty-council/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFyhEwhSEY9do8KMewePRtw
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