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Thank you Madame Chair.  We take this opportunity to congratulate you on your election. 
We also thank and recognize Chief Wilton Littlechild and congratulate him on his re-
election as Chair of the UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. We 
also congratulate the newly elected Special Rapporteur, Victoria Tauli-Corpus and express 
our very great appreciation for Special Rapporteur James Anaya for his important 
contributions over the past six years to uphold and protect the rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

It is of great importance to us to recognize Francisco Cali, the first Indigenous expert to be 
elected President of the Committee for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), a 
historic milestone in the recognition and participation of Indigenous Peoples in the UN 
System.   The CERD has made other significant contributions to the evolution of human 
rights standards, their interpretation and application as pertains to the eradication of Racial 
Discrimination.   Of particular importance is the CERD’s consideration of Environmental 
Racism in its procedures. This pervasive form of racial discrimination impacts the lives, 
health and survival of Indigenous Peoples around the world.  It results in the desecration 
and contamination of our lands, territories, sacred areas and waters by development projects 
imposed with the acquiescence of States but without the Free Prior and Informed Consent 
of the Indigenous Peoples who suffer the consequences.   

The production, stockpiling, use and disposal of hazardous materials on our lands and 
territories without our Free, Prior and Informed Consent in violation of Article 29 of the 
UNDRIP is being carried out through extractive industries, application of toxic pesticides, 
nuclear mining and testing and also through implementation of a new generation of 
technologies for waste incineration including what is called Plasma Arc Gasification. 

These technologies, mentioned in paragraph 218 of “The Future We Want” from Rio + 20 , 
are presented as a rational environmentally safe way of recovering energy through 
recycling hazardous residue, radioactive, toxics, pathogens, and mining wastes among 
others. At the same time and behind a green mask, these technologies claim to generate 
clean energy, jobs and “economic development”. However, they also expose nearby 
communities, in many cases Indigenous Peoples, to contaminants affect our lives, cultures, 
lands, territories, water, air, flora and fauna, violating our food sovereignty and causing 



trans-generational negative health impacts including cancers in all ages and birth defects.  
Such projects are consistently locating in low-income communities and many times the 
lands of Indigenous Peoples are targeted.  

Current examples include Energy Answers, an incinerator that is being promoted in 
Arecibo, Puerto Rico (Borikén), promising the creation of 3,500 jobs in a region with high 
poverty and unemployment rates. There are currently 3 such incinerators in operation in 
Arecibo, Battery Recycling Co., Inc., appears as “primary smelting”, with the EPA, making 
it the ONLY one in all the United States allowed to perform this dangerous practice. The 
surrounding community has not been warned. Their 4-kilometer contamination 
circumference has verifiable impacts on soil, water and air and work centers.  140 children 
in a nearby Head Start preschool are being contaminated with lead. Arecibo, Puerto Rico 
has been designated as a “non-attainment area” by the US Environmental Protection 
Agency since the summer of 2011. 

Another case of this form of environmental racism are the operations of Biosistemas 
Sustentables, on lands near the Otomí Indigenous Peoples of San Francisco Magú in 
México, without their Free, Prior and Informed Consent. After 4 years of operations, there 
has been a mortality increase without precedent, by cancer and other illnesses of the 
stomach, liver, kidneys, pancreas, including the contamination of springs by the filtration of 
the lixiviated. In addition, there is the initiative for the installation of another plant in 
Empalme, Sonora that could include the burning of pesticides which are already gravely 
affecting the Health and the Environment for the Yaqui Indigenous Peoples of that region. 

We therefore recommend that the Permanent Forum commit to establish lines of action 
with CERD, to strengthen their work and coordinate efforts to document examples and 
condemn all form of racial discrimination and include environmental racism. 

Thank you. 

 

	  

	  


